
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confidential: These updates are confidential and are intended merely to be cautionary and alert members to developments in 
areas of relevance to Chambers practice and to regulatory issues. As sole practitioners you are responsible for yourselves. 
However, both the BSB, the Bar Council and the ICO (to name a few) are placing an increasing burden on Chambers to monitor 
its members to check that regulatory requirements are met.  

1. Crown Courts 

Speech by the LCJ to HM Judges at Mansion House: 7 Jul 21:   

“the pandemic has shed more light on the inherent fragilities in the system, highlighted in the public debate 
around increased backlogs and delays”   

“We do not currently have enough judges or staff and lack both the quantity and quality of buildings and 
technology necessary”  

“If we value justice, sufficient funding must be provided, not just as a temporary stopgap, but on a 
sustained basis.” 

“Work is going on in all jurisdictions to encourage that and discourage unnecessary or ineffective hearings. 
An early guilty plea for example in a criminal case rather than one close to trial means justice is served 
more quickly.” 

2. COVID and the Courts 

• Message from the Operations Directorate  HMCTS:  15 June 21 – no change in how courts and buildings 
are currently operating. 

• Recovery or Radical Transformation: the Effect of Covid-19 on Justice Systems: speech by the Mater of 
the Rolls: LSE: 17 Jun 21. 

3. Criminal Practice Updates 

• Sentencing Council: Burglary offences sentencing guidelines to be revised: consultation announced: 9 
Jun 21.  New sentencing guideline for unlawful importation of firearms proposed and consultation 
announced: 17 Jun 21 

• Court and tribunal judgements to be stored and housed by National Archives as from April 2022:. The 
website will contain JR rulings, European case law, High Court, Upper Tier Tribunal, and Court of Appeal 
judgments. “The long-term aim is for all of [the multiple sources] to migrate onto The National Archives 
website.” MoJ/ HMCTS 16 Jun 21.  BAILLII will continue. 

• Police, Crime , Sentencing and Courts Bill: Keeling Schedule: HO/MoJ 14 Jun 21 provides a useful heads 
up summary of proposed statutory changes which include changes to bail, detention, photographing 
and fingerprinting suspects, conditions imposed on public processions and assemblies, defences to 
dangerous and careless driving by police drivers, trespassers and seizure of vehicles, amendments to 

 

https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/speech-by-the-lord-chief-justice-to-hm-judges-at-mansion-house/
https://www.lccsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Message-from-Operations-Directorate-HMCTS.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/20210616-MR-to-LSE-Recovery-or-Radical-transformation-Covid-19-FINAL.pdf
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/news/item/burglary-offences-sentencing-guidelines-to-be-revised/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/news/item/new-sentencing-guideline-for-unlawful-importation-of-firearms-proposed/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/sentencing-and-the-council/consultations/firearms-importation-offences-guideline-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-open-justice-as-court-judgments-get-new-home
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/986356/Keeling_schedules_May_2021.pdf
http://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/
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the Sexual Offences Act 2003 and the Crime (Overseas Production Orders) Act 2019, and an extension 
of the Palace of Westminster controlled area.  

• The Court of Appeal Criminal Division Guide to Commencing Proceedings: 2021 edition: 7 Jul 21. 

4. Common Platform 

The Common Platform is now operating in 26 London and South Eastern Crown and Magistrate’s Courts. 
Full details are available at HMCTS Common Platform: participating criminal courts: 15 Jul 21.  

Reminder: The CP learning guide – defence professionals  

5. Legalese 

HHJ Angela Morris, one of the Editorial Team of the Equal Treatment Bench Book (Feb. 21) has recently 
commented on the use of “outmoded or arcane legal language” which can erect a barrier between the 
lawyer and the lay participant. Practical tips are contained in the sections on Assistance during the Trial 
(Ch. 1 §91 et seq.); Jargon and Legalese (Ch.1 §102 et seq.); Communicating interculturally (Ch. §84 et 
seq.); Language Interpreters (Ch.8 108 et seq.) and Remote Hearings: Appendix E. 

6. Costs and Billing 

• The Bar Council has created a useful on-line library of recent Legal Aid Cost Judge Decisions.  
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https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/The-Court-of-Appeal-Division-Guide-to-Commencing-Proceedings.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-common-platform-participating-criminal-courts?
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-platform-learning-guide-for-defence-professionals
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Equal-Treatment-Bench-Book-February-2021-1.pdf
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/policy-representation/policy-issues/remuneration/cost-judge-decisions-listing.html
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