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Dear Senior Clerks, 
 
Following a recent Custody Time Limit (CTL) Assurance Group Meeting, I am writing to emphasise 
the procedure that must be followed by all Counsel conducting advocacy on behalf of the CPS 
when dealing with a CTL that is expiring.  
 
Where the Crown Court refuses to extend a CTL, significant problems are experienced where the 
release to bail takes place leaving a very short amount of the CTL left to run (e.g. 2 days). In the 
event of an arrest for breach of bail, it is very likely that the time taken from a magistrates' 
remand and the next appearance at the Crown Court will have resulted in the expiry of the CTL  
leaving the court with no option but to release the defendant again. 
 
Where little time remains before the expiry of a CTL and the court has decided to refuse to extend 
a CTL and instead decides to grant bail, the advocate should apply for the release of the defendant 
at the expiry of the CTL in accordance with Reg. 6(6) of the Prosecution of Offences (CTL) 
Regulations 1987, as amended. This will ensure that a release on bail is in consequence of the 
expiry of a CTL. Under section 22 (5) Prosecution of Offences Act 1985, such a release will ensure 
that no CTL will apply if the defendant is subsequently remanded back into custody following a 
breach of bail. 
 
Can you kindly ensure that a copy of this letter is distributed to all counsel who conduct advocacy 
work on behalf of the CPS? Additionally, I have attached the more detailed “Handling Cases with 
Custody Time Limits – A Guide for Advocates Representing the CPS.” Please ensure that this is also 
provided to counsel so they can re-familiarise themselves with the contents therein. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Shane Hauschild 
District Crown Prosecutor 
Thames and Chiltern Crown Advocate Unit 
Legal Manager of the Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Crown Court Centres 
 


