
East London Business Alliance, 3rd Floor, City Reach, 
5 Greenwich View Place, London E14 9NN.

Tel: 020 7068 6960 / elba-1.org.uk 

Volunteering is rewarding, inspiring and career-enhancing. Currently, ELBA’s community partners 
are facing unprecedented challenges due to COVID-19. Here are opportunities from organisations 
that are looking for volunteers to support them in this difficult time. ELBA offers a diverse range 
of opportunities in addition to these, so please contact us to find out about other opportunities.

25/10/2021 REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

TABLE OF OPPORTUNITIES

No. What you’ll be 
doing

Date / time / time 
commitment

Location / 
Online

Beneficiary 
type

Skills 
required

Borough 
focus

1 Helping young people pre-
pare for work placements 

Monday 8th or Tuesday 
9th November, 10am-
12pm, or Friday 12th 

November, 10am-11pm. 
2 hour session + a 30 min 

precall with ELBA

Online Young people aged 
18-25

No specialist skills 
required

2 Support Y11 students with 
career options 30th November 2021 Support Y11 students 

with career options School Students No specialist skills 
required Newham

3 Autumn bulb planting at 
Mile End 09:00 - 15:30, 05/11/21 106 Locksley St, 

London E14 7EJ Environment No specialist skills 
required Tower Hamlets

4 Boost students' confidence 
through Mock interviews

25th November,  
8:30-12:30 

face to face,  Black-
horse Ln, London E17 

5SD
school students No specialist skills 

required Waltham Forest

5

EVENT: Learning From 
Leaders: COP26 Special 
Edition - Every Action 

Counts

8th November 2021 Online
Local Community 
Organisations and 

Businesses 

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

6 Legal advice for 
environmental charity ASAP, flexible Online Environmental 

charity Legal Tower Hamlets

7 Inspire students - 
International Men's day 19th November, 12-1:30

face to face, Newham 
college stratford or 
East ham campus 

College students No specialist skills 
required Newham

8 Speak at Women in Finance 
event

Wed 17th Nov 2021 from 
1.30-3pm. Online University students No specialist skills 

required Tower Hamlets

9 Speak at Careers in 
FinTech Event

Wed 24th Nov 2021 from 
1.30-3pm. Online University students No specialist skills 

required Tower Hamlets

10
ONGOING: Registration of 
new charity and rewriting 

objects
As soon as possible Online Charity Legal, charity registra-

tion experience Tower Hamlets

11 ONGOING: Age UK Digital 
Buddies - older people Ongoing Online Older People No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

12.
BoardMatch16: Become a 

trustee of an amazing local 
community organisation

16th November 2021 Online Community 
organisations 

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

Plus, a range of other, ongoing opportunities too!
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2. POST-16 PATHWAYS FAIR FOR Y11 STUDENTS
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: We are working with schools and colleges 
across east London to provide them with opportunities to gain insight into the world of 
work.
Opportunity Description: Lister Community School are holding a post-16 pathways fair to 
inform year 11 students about their future options and next steps. We are incredibly keen 
to hear from companies or teams who offer apprenticeships, school leaver programmes, 
special graduate schemes and other alternatives to entering the corporate world without 
attending university. The role of the volunteers would be to speak to groups of students in a 
carousel style (20 minute rotations) about their company and schemes they have available. 
Volunteers are also welcome to stay on after lunch with a stall to answer any questions, at 
their own discretion. We are looking for a variety of industries, so we will be accommodating 
teams of volunteers as they come through. 
Number of volunteers: 3-4 per team
Duration: Half day, 8:30-12:30
ELBA contact info: For more information or to sign up to this opportunity, please contact 
rosa.high@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

1. PREPARING YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THE WORLD OF WORK
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: The ELBA EDGE project is ELBA’s work 
placement programme providing young people 18-24 from east London who are currently 
unemployed due to covid with a paid work placement and a package of employability sup-
port and digital skills training to help give them the competitive edge to secure a sustain-
able career.
Opportunity Description: Deliver pre-placement training to young people from East Lon-
don boroughs who are starting a new work placement and help them get confident before 
they start. This will be a 2 hour session with interactive exercises and a chance to share your 
own experience and advice with the group. You can sign up to 1 or more sessions and the 
topics will be on the following dates. A session guide and resources will be provided so you 
will have everything at hand that you will need for the delivery. 
Number of volunteers: 2 per session. Sign up with a colleague, or as an individual.
Duration: 
- Monday 8th November, 10am-12pm - Communicating in the workplace
- Tuesday 9th November, 10am-12pm - Written Correspondence 
- Friday 12th November, 10am-11pm - Asking for help 
2 hour session + a 30 min precall with an ELBA project manager 
Numbers: 2 volunteers per session. You can sign up with a colleague, or as an individual.
Contact: If you are interested in any of the sessions please email with the title and date of 
the workshop you would like to deliver and send your email to edge@elba-1.org.uk

3. AUTUMN BULB PLANTING AT MILE END PARK
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Mile End Park is an active and vibrant 
park which offers a wide range of facilities from sports to art to the environment. It is a 
linear space of approximately 90 acres alongside the Grand Union Canal. The Park has, and 
continues to forge genuine community partnerships with all in the local area.
Opportunity Description: Volunteers are needed to plant bulbs that will bloom next spring. 
Flowers add biodiversity that encourage insects and other wildlife to flourish. Volunteers 
will be taking wheelbarrows full of bulbs around the park and planting them in different 
areas. It will be fun day where you can get your hands dirty!
Number of volunteers: 40 (limit 5 per company initially)
Duration: Friday 5th November, 9:30am – 3:30pm
ELBA contact info: To sign up, email Ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None
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6. SEEDS FOR GROWTH CHARITY SEEKS LEGAL ADVICE
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Seeds for Growth was launched in 2006 
with a vision for a world with health, wellbeing and fitness for all. They work alongside dis-
advantaged communities to address environmental, social, economic and health issues.
Opportunity Description: The charity launched in 2006. A company limited by guarantee 
on 20 September 2006. Charitable registration 22 January 2007. The focus is now to launch 
the ‘Greening Communities’ project UK-wide, which aspires to establish annually 550 new 
community gardens for disadvantaged communities in social housing estates. 
They seek advice regarding: -
-Whether or not to continue trading Greening Communities as a project of the charity, 
which is a company limited by guarantee.
-To incorporate Greening Communities, if so how?
Whether charitable status could be obtained for Greening Communities.
-Pros/cons of changing the name of Seeds for Growth to Greening Communities
Number of volunteers: Flexible
Duration: Flexible
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

4. BOOST STUDENTS’ CONFIDENCE THROUGH MOCK INTERVIEWS
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: We are working with schools and colleges 
across east London to provide them with opportunities to gain insight into the world of 
work. 
Opportunity Description: Can you interview a student to help them develop their skills and 
prepare for their future endeavours? Volunteers will be conducting mock interviews with 
school students from Eden Girl’s school to support their careers initiatives and help them to 
prepare for the world of work. This will be an engaging face to face workshop, which help to 
make a real difference.
Number of volunteers: 30-40 across the day
Duration: 8:30-12:30
ELBA contact info: turkessa.amoo@elba-1.org.uk 

5. EVENT: LEARNING FROM LEADERS: COP26 SPECIAL EDITION - EVERY ACTION 
COUNTS
Opportunity  Description: On Monday 8th November, ELBA & BIG Alliance will host an 
interactive webinar bringing leaders from the community and corporate world together to 
discuss how we can work together to address the global climate emergency in the context of 
our local communities. The session will coincide with the UK hosting the 26th UN Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow. We will be joined by an esteemed 
panel of guests from some of our community partner organisations and from our partner 
businesses who will share insights into their work and will discuss how businesses and com-
munity organisations can work together to affect meaningful change.
To register, visit EveryActionCounts.eventbrite.co.uk
Number of volunteers: Unlimited
Duration: Monday 8th November, 2 hours (15:00-17:00) 
ELBA contact info: Jonathan.Tait@thebigalliance.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

http://EveryActionCounts.eventbrite.co.uk


elba-1.org.uk 

25/10/2021 REMOTE HOT OPPORTUNITIES

9. CAREERS IN FINTECH PANEL WITH QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Queen Mary University of London is one 
of the UK’s leading research-focused higher education institutions and is a Russell Group 
university. Based in Tower Hamlets, with more than 90 per cent of their London based 
undergraduate students from state schools; 69% are BAME; and 57% are first into higher 
education.
Opportunity Description: The Careers in Fintech Event is a conversation and Q&A inspir-
ing students to explore a career in Fintech. Speakers should be prepared to speak about 
their role/journey/qualifications and answer questions from our host/students. There will be 
5-6 panellists who will be confirmed before the day and event login and access details will be 
shared nearer the time.
Number of volunteers: 6 from different companies
Duration: 1.5 hours
ELBA contact info: Kerry.Peters-Taylor@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

8. WOMEN IN FINANCE WITH QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Queen Mary University of London is one 
of the UK’s leading research-focused higher education institutions and is a Russell Group 
university. Based in Tower Hamlets, with more than 90 per cent of their London based 
undergraduate students from state schools; 69% are BAME; and 57% are first into higher 
education.
Opportunity Description: The event will take place online and is open to all Queen Mary 
students. It is a panel conversation and Q&A inspiring students identifying as female to ex-
plore a career in Finance. Speakers should be prepared to speak about their role/journey and 
answer questions from our host/students. There will be 5-6 panellists who will be confirmed 
before the day and event access details will be shared nearer the time.
Number of volunteers: 6 from different companies
Duration: 1.5 hours
ELBA contact info: Kerry.Peters-Taylor@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

7. INSPIRE STUDENTS - INTERNATIONAL MEN’S DAY 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with schools and col-
leges across East London to help to connect them to employers.
Opportunity Description: We are working with Newham College, who have a high popula-
tion of male students, to inspire them for international men’s day. Every year, international 
men’s day has a theme and this year it is ‘better relations between men and women’ which 
is incredibly topical at the moment. ELBA will be providing guidance and materials for the 
session.
Number of volunteers: 3-5
Duration: 1.5 hours 
ELBA contact info: turkessa.amoo@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None
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13. ONGOING: SEEDS FOR GROWTH CHARITY SEEK ADVICE ON A DRAFT LETTER 
AIMED AT LOBBY AGENCIES FOR PRO-BONO SUPPORT
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Seeds for Growth was launched in 2006 
with a vision for a world with health, wellbeing and fitness for all. They work alongside dis-
advantaged communities to address environmental, social, economic and health issues.
Opportunity Description: Volunteer needed to review draft prepared for lobby agencies for 
pro-bona support. 
Number of volunteers: 1
Duration: 1hr
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

12. ONGOING: BOARDMATCH16: BECOME A TRUSTEE OF AN AMAZING LOCAL 
COMMUNITY ORGANISATION
Opportunity Description: Interested in joining the board of a local charity? Join us at
BoardMatch16 where you will have the opportunity to learn about the role of a trustee and 
the benefits of joining a charity board. You will also meet with up to 15 fantastic local chari-
ties that are actively seeking new trustees and be supported to submit a board application.
To register for a ticket please visit: BoardMatch16.eventbrite.co.uk
Number of volunteers: Unlimited
Duration: 2 hours (17:30-19:30 on the 16th November)
ELBA contact info: Jonathan.Tait@thebigalliance.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

10. ONGOING: CHARITY REGISTRATION FOR ALPHA GROVE CENTRE 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Alpha Grove provides a wide range of ad-
vice, support, education, and employment training services for communities across Tower 
Hamlets. They aim to foster change by inspiring residents facing extreme levels of housing 
overcrowding, child poverty, poor educational attainment, skills deficits, unemployment, 
and benefits dependency with opportunities to make positive and informed life changes.
Opportunity Description: Support is needed with the final stage of registration with the 
Charity Commission. Next steps: transfer the property from the old charity to the company, 
for the year ending 31.3.22 make up simple accounts for the Community Trust, then strike 
off old charity.
Number of volunteers: 2-3
Duration: start ASAP and complete outstanding tasks
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

11. ONGOING: AGE UK DIGITAL BUDDIES - OLDER PEOPLE
Charity description: Age UK East London supports elderly people to retain direction
and choice over their own lives, maintain and improve health, prevent social isolation and 
live in physical environments suited to their changing needs. As the UK continues with 
coronavirus restrictions, thousands of older people have experienced the loneliest year ever. 
Opportunity description: It’s increasingly important for older people to have the digital 
access, skills and confidence they need to live an included and independent life, enabling 
them to keep in contact with loved ones, make savings by shopping online and pursue hob-
bies. Age UK would like volunteers to become a Digital Buddy to take on a tutor role with an 
older person. The volunteer will regularly connect with their buddy remotely and take them 
through basic skills.
Number of volunteers: Open to individuals.
Duration: Weekly or fortnightly contact with buddy over a minimum of 3 months. Volun-
teers will receive training and a DBS check. The matching process can take 1-2 months.
Charity expenses to be covered: None
Contact details: Smera Nadeem smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk

http://BoardMatch16.eventbrite.co.uk
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14. ONGOING: SEEDS FOR GROWTH CHARITY SEEKS MARKET RESEARCH ADVICE 
ON THEIR GREENING COMMUNITIES PROJECT
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Seeds for Growth was launched in 2006 
with a vision for a world with health, wellbeing and fitness for all. They work alongside dis-
advantaged communities to address environmental, social, economic and health issues.
Opportunity Description: The charity seeks guidance on how to conduct market research 
to determine whether there may be interest in purchasing the Greening Communities Fran-
chise by existing large 3rd sector organisation based in large towns and cities throughout 
the UK – excluding London.
Number of volunteers: 1
Duration: flexible
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

15. ONGOING: HIGHER EDUCATION MENTORING
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA is working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are looking for mentors for students currently studying at 
Universities in east London. We know how powerful mentoring is and now these connec-
tions are even more important. We are looking for all types of volunteers to get involved, 
with the mentoring giving the students an opportunity to develop employability skills, gain 
confidence talking to professionals and expand their networks.
Number of volunteers: N/A
Duration: We are looking for volunteers for our November/December launches and 
volunteers can expect to be mentoring until the summer term.
ELBA contact info: Please sign up using this link: forms.office.com/r/uN8GPb1ASJ
Or for more information, please contact: educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None 

16. ONGOING: ONLINE FOOD BANK CHALLENGE
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Various food banks
Opportunity Description: Food bank usage in London has gone up by 106% during the 
pandemic. This whilst “traditional” ways of engaging volunteers are not always possible 
anymore. ELBA is therefore looking for teams to support food banks through our new On-
line Food Bank Challenge. During an interactive 1.5 hour session teams will meet local food 
banks, engage in a quiz, learn about food poverty and will do an online supermarket sweep 
with a competitive element! The food items purchased will go directly to east London food 
banks.
Number of volunteers: Up to 20 volunteers
Duration: 1.5 hour
ELBA contact info: amadiora.emechete@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: £30 per head to cover the cost for the supermarket sweep

17. ONGOING: COOK A MEAL FOR AN OVER 50’S CLUB
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Custom House and Canning Town Com-
munity Renewal Project 
Opportunity Description: Custom House and Canning Town Community Renewal Project 
is looking for volunteers to support SLO’50 (St. Luke’s Over ‘50s Club). The club is launch-
ing a community cafe which will be running every Wednesday. Members will be able to eat 
a healthy meal, dessert and refreshment and socialise. SLO’50 is looking for volunteers to 
prepare and cook the meal in their kitchen.  There’s no need to worry about your cooking 
abilities - you will be guided through it all by the members of SLO’50! Volunteers are also 
welcome to join the meal for a chit-chat with the members and offer IT advice!
Number of volunteers: 4 volunteers
Duration: 9am - 4pm
ELBA contact info: amadiora.emechete@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: £30 per head

http://forms.office.com/r/uN8GPb1ASJ
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18. ONGOING: CV REVIEWS - REVIEW A STUDENT’S CV & COVER LETTER
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are asking business volunteers to help review university 
students’ CV’s and Cover Letters and provide them with feedback on how they can improve 
these and stand out in the crowd of candidates. ELBA will provide you with the necessary 
tools to complete this activity, such as guidelines and feedback templates in your own time, 
returning the CV and your feedback via ELBA. We know this remote type of support can 
make a real difference to the confidence and employability of students. This is a great  op-
portunity to support students and improve their chances of getting that first dream job.
Number of volunteers: No limit 
Duration: 1 hour per CV/Cover Letter, in your own time
Sign up here or email educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

19. ONGOING: LINKEDIN PROFILE REVIEWS - HELP STUDENTS STAND OUT
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are asking business volunteers to help review university 
students’ LinkedIn profiles and provide them with feedback on how they can improve their 
profile and stand out in the crowd of candidates. ELBA will provide you with the necessary 
tools to complete this activity, such as guidelines and feedback templates in your own time, 
returning the CV and your feedback via ELBA. We know this remote type of support can 
make a real difference to the confidence and employability of students. This is a great oppor-
tunity to support students and improve their chances of getting that first dream job, gradu-
ate position and connect with professionals through their LinkedIn network.
Number of volunteers: No limit
Duration: 1 hour per profile, in your own time
Sign up here or email educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

https://forms.office.com/r/PSXnWzT8hE
https://forms.office.com/r/PSXnWzT8hE

