
East London Business Alliance, 3rd Floor, City Reach, 
5 Greenwich View Place, London E14 9NN.

Tel: 020 7068 6960 / elba-1.org.uk 

Volunteering is rewarding, inspiring and career-enhancing. Currently, ELBA’s community partners 
are facing unprecedented challenges due to COVID-19. Here are opportunities from organisations 
that are looking for volunteers to support them in this difficult time. ELBA offers a diverse range 
of opportunities in addition to these, so please contact us to find out about other opportunities.

08/11/2021 REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

TABLE OF OPPORTUNITIES

No. What you’ll be 
doing

Date / time / time 
commitment

Location / 
Online

Beneficiary 
type

Skills 
required

Borough 
focus

1

LAST CHANCE:  
BoardMatch16: Become a 

trustee of an amazing local 
community organisation

16th November 2021 Online Community 
organisations 

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

2 Donate to ELBA's 
Toy Appeal! Start donating now Online Children No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

3 Write a letter as Santa 30 minutes Online Children No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

4 Tree planting at 
Stepney City Farm

Friday 3rd December, 
9am - 4pm

Stepney Way, 
Stepney Green, 
London E1 3DG

Environment No specialist skills 
required Tower Hamlets

5 Host a session for 
Human Rights Day 10th December, 12-1pm Online or at 

the college College students 

Would be great if you 
were in an internal 

affinity group or D&I 
champion

Newham

6 Befriending Call/Quiz  
with Older People

Wednesdays, 2-3pm : 
November: 10th, 17th, 

24th / Dec: 1st, 8th, 15th, 
22nd, 29th

Online Older People No specialist skills 
required Tower Hamlets

7 Post-16 pathways fair 
for Y11 students

30th November, 8:30-
12:30

Online or Face to 
Face School Students No specialist skills 

required Newham

8 Insight Visit at the 
company office 

30th November, half a 
day Company Offices School Students No specialist skills 

required Newham

9 Secretary for 
The Board of Trustees

Around 8 hours a month 
to attend the AGM and 

Trustee Meetings.
Online Sports charity

Communication, time man-
agement and organisational 

skills. Ability to work to 
deadlines. Knowledge of 

charity law and the volun-
tary sector. Computer skills.

Across various 
boroughs

10
ONGOING: Registration of 
new charity and rewriting 

objects
As soon as possible Online Charity Legal, charity 

registration experience Tower Hamlets

11 ONGOING: Legal advice 
for environmental charity ASAP, flexible Online Environmental 

charity Legal Tower Hamlets

12
ONGOING: Boost students' 

confidence through Mock 
interviews

25th November,  
8:30-12:30 

face to face,  Black-
horse Ln, London E17 

5SD
school students No specialist skills 

required Waltham Forest

13
ONGOING: 

Inspire students - 
International Men's day

19th November, 12-1:30
face to face, Newham 
college stratford or 
East ham campus 

College students No specialist skills 
required Newham

14 ONGOING: Higher 
Education Mentoring 

1 hour per month, until 
the summer term 

online, with the hopes 
to transition to face 

to face 
University students No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

15
ONGOING: CV Reviews - 

Review a students CV 
& Cover Letter

1 hour per CV, in your 
own time Online University students No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

16
ONGOING: LinkedIn 
Profile Reviews - Help 

students stand out

1 hour per profile, in 
your own time Online University students No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs
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2. DONATE TO THE ELBA AND BIG ALLIANCE TOY APPEAL
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: The Toy Appeal is an annual event where 
we ask for toys to be donated to children in East London and Islington. The toys are distrib-
uted to children that, because of their circumstances, would not receive a toy at the end of the 
year. It is not right that in some parts of east London, over 50% of children live in poverty. We 
believe that every child deserves to feel the joy of opening a present at the end of the year.
Opportunity Description: There are lots of ways you can donate this year. You can donate 
online through one of our wish lists or you can run a toy drive with your colleagues and col-
lect gifts in the office and have them delivered to ELBA. You can also donate via Just Giving 
and ELBA will spend all money raised on toys. You can find our Just Giving page here.
Number of volunteers: NA
Duration: You can buy gifts online or raise money from now until 17th December 2021. Or 
you can visit our grotto and drop off a toy in-person from 29th November to 17th December. 
We will be based in the Canary Wharf shopping centre.
ELBA contact info: smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk 
Charity expenses to be covered: Each toy costs between £8 and £15

3. WRITE A LETTER AS SANTA
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA’s Toy Appeal
Opportunity Description: The ELBA & BIG Alliance Toy Appeal is an annual event where 
we ask employees to donate a gift to a child in east London and Islington. The toys are dis-
tributed to children that, because of their circumstances, would not receive a toy at Christ-
mas. It is not right that in some parts of east London, over 50% of children live in poverty. At 
ELBA, we believe that every child deserves to feel the joy of opening a present at Christmas.
As well as donating a toy, you can also volunteer remotely with your colleagues by writing 
a letter from Santa to include with the toys. Pretend to be Santa and write a letter letting a 
child know they’ve been a good boy or girl and to enjoy their new toy! ELBA can deliver a 
30min session via Zoom (or your preferred video conferencing service) to give information 
about the Toy Appeal as well as guidelines about writing your letter.
Number of volunteers: 5 to 100 volunteers
Duration: 30 minutes
ELBA contact info: smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None, however volunteers will be encouraged to donate a 
toy to the appeal. All gifts are between £5-£15. Volunteers will also have to post their letter.

4. TREE PLANTING AT STEPNEY CITY FARM
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Stepney City Farm is a 4.5-acre working farm 
in the heart of Tower Hamlets; a unique educational resource, and a rural oasis at the heart of 
the local community. The Farm is dedicated to providing the people of London with the op-
portunity to experience and learn about food growing, understand food systems, meet animals, 
and learn about high welfare animal husbandry, environmental sustainability and rural crafts.
Opportunity Description: Leave a lasting legacy by planting hedgerow whips (baby trees) at 
Stepney City Farm. Trees sequester carbon from the atmosphere and release oxygen into the 
air. This is especially beneficial in built up urban areas like Tower Hamlets where it can help 
with air pollution. Volunteers will dig holes, plant trees and secure them to ensure they mature.
Number of volunteers: 10 (limit 2 per company initially)
Duration: Friday 3rd December, 9am – 4pm
ELBA contact info: To sign up, email ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

1. ONGOING: BOARDMATCH16: BECOME A TRUSTEE OF AN AMAZING LOCAL 
COMMUNITY ORGANISATION
Opportunity Description: Interested in joining the board of a local charity? Join us at
BoardMatch16 where you will have the opportunity to learn about the role of a trustee and 
the benefits of joining a charity board. You will also meet with up to 15 fantastic local chari-
ties that are actively seeking new trustees and be supported to submit a board application.
To register for a ticket please visit: BoardMatch16.eventbrite.co.uk
Number of volunteers: Unlimited
Duration: 2 hours (17:30-19:30 on the 16th November)
ELBA contact info: Jonathan.Tait@thebigalliance.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/elbatoyappeal2021
http://BoardMatch16.eventbrite.co.uk
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7. POST-16 PATHWAYS FAIR FOR Y11 STUDENTS
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: We are working with schools and colleges 
across east London to provide them with opportunities to gain insight into the world of work.
Opportunity Description: Lister Community School are holding a post-16 pathways fair to 
inform year11 students about their future options and next steps. We are incredibly keen 
to hear from companies or teams who offer apprenticeships, school leaver programmes, 
special graduate schemes and other alternatives to entering the corporate world without 
attending university. The role of the volunteers would be to speak to groups of students in a 
carousel style (20 minute rotations) about their company and schemes they have available. 
Volunteers are also welcome to stay on after lunch with a stall to answer any questions, at 
their own discretion. We are looking for a variety of industries, so we will be accommodating 
teams of volunteers as they come through.
Number of volunteers: 3-4 per team
Duration: Half day, 8:30-12:30
ELBA contact info: For more information or to sign up to this opportunity, please contact
rosa.high@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

6. BEFRIENDING CALL / QUIZ FOR OLDER PEOPLE
Charity/Organisation Description: Beaumont Court is a care home for elders in Tower 
Hamlets with many residents suffering from Alzheimers and other health care needs.
Opportunity Description: Zoom befriending calls were started during lockdown and have 
continued since with residents appreciating the connection with volunteers and having an 
hour to talk and express themselves. They would like volunteers to engage, have a conversa-
tion and prepare quizzes - musical themes (and festive in December) are loved by all as well 
as sing-alongs. Volunteers are welcome to be creative. 
Number of Volunteers: 1 - 6 (there is flexibility)
Duration: 1 hour: Wednesdays 2-3pm 
Dates: November: 10th, 17th, 24th / Dec: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
ELBA contact info: Please contact Smera: smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk for more
information or to express interest.
Charity expenses to be covered: No expenses but voluntary donations accepted

5. HOST A SESSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2021 
Opportunity Description: We are looking for volunteers to host an interactive session for 
college students for Human Rights Day 2021. We are welcome to volunteers who already have 
their own content to share, or ELBA are happy to provide support and guidance for the session. 
Number of volunteers: 3-4
Duration: 10th December, 12-1pm
ELBA contact info: turkessa.amoo@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

8. LISTER SCHOOL SUPER LEARNING DAY  
Beneficiary Description: Lister School, Newham
Opportunity Description: Lister School are holding their Super Learning day on the 30th 
of November for their entire year 8 cohort. For this they are looking for a number of insight 
visits; workshops with students learning about a company, the variety of roles there and 
meeting a range of employees from the business. The role of our corporate partners would 
be to accommodate the visiting students and provide a workshop including the opportunity 
to find out about the company and the chance to discuss any questions with employees. We 
are looking for a range of corporate partners from all different industries to illustrate the 
many different career opportunities students have available to them. 
Date: 30th November 
Duration: TBC
ELBA contact info: rosa.high@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None
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10. ONGOING: CHARITY REGISTRATION FOR ALPHA GROVE CENTRE 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Alpha Grove provides a wide range of ad-
vice, support, education, and employment training services for communities across Tower 
Hamlets. They aim to foster change by inspiring residents facing extreme levels of housing 
overcrowding, child poverty, poor educational attainment, skills deficits, unemployment, 
and benefits dependency with opportunities to make positive and informed life changes.
Opportunity Description: Support is needed with the final stage of registration with the Charity 
Commission. Next steps: transfer the property from the old charity to the company, for the year 
ending 31.3.22, make up simple accounts for the Community Trust, then strike off old charity.
Number of volunteers: 2-3
Duration: start ASAP and complete outstanding tasks
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

9. AHOY CENTRE SEEKS SECRETARY FOR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: The Ahoy Centre charity provides life 
changing activities for disadvantaged youth and disabled adults through the medium of 
Rowing & Sailing.
Opportunity Description: The Secretary for the Board of Trustees is primarily responsible 
for the smooth and efficient running of meetings of the trustee board and any sub-commit-
tees, providing assistance and support to the chair of the board of trustees. They will be 
closely involved in monitoring compliance with legislative and regulatory requirements 
affecting the charity and its activities, ensuring that the Trustees’ decisions are acted upon, 
and that all decisions made by the Trustees are in accordance with the governing docu-
ments, reflect the objects of the charity, and continue to provide public benefit. 
Number of volunteers: 1
Duration: Ongoing. Around 8 hours a month to attend the AGM and Trustee Meetings.
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

11. ONGOING: SEEDS FOR GROWTH CHARITY SEEKS LEGAL ADVICE
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Seeds for Growth was launched in 2006 
with a vision for a world with health, wellbeing and fitness for all. They work alongside dis-
advantaged communities to address environmental, social, economic and health issues.
Opportunity Description: The charity launched in 2006. A company limited by guarantee 
on 20 September 2006. Charitable registration 22 January 2007. The focus is now to launch 
the ‘Greening Communities’ project UK-wide, which aspires to establish annually 550 new 
community gardens for disadvantaged communities in social housing estates. They seek 
advice regarding:
- Whether or not to continue trading Greening Communities as a project of the charity, 
which is a company limited by guarantee.
- To incorporate Greening Communities, if so how?
- Whether charitable status could be obtained for Greening Communities.
- Pros/cons of changing the name of Seeds for Growth to Greening Communities
Number of volunteers: Flexible
Duration: Flexible
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

12. ONGOING: BOOST STUDENTS’ CONFIDENCE THROUGH MOCK INTERVIEWS
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: We are working with schools and colleges 
across east London to provide students with opportunities to gain insight into the world of work. 
Opportunity Description: Interview a student to help them develop their skills and prepare for 
their future endeavours! Volunteers will be conducting mock interviews with school students 
from Eden Girl’s school to support their careers initiatives and help them to prepare for the world 
of work. This will be an engaging face to face workshop, which help to make a real difference.
Number of volunteers: 30-40 across the day
Duration: 8:30-12:30
ELBA contact info: turkessa.amoo@elba-1.org.uk 
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13. ONGOING: INSPIRE STUDENTS - INTERNATIONAL MEN’S DAY 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with schools and col-
leges across East London to help to connect them to employers.
Opportunity Description: We are working with Newham College, who have a high population 
of male students, to inspire them for international men’s day. Every year, international men’s 
day has a theme and this year it is ‘better relations between men and women’ which is incred-
ibly topical at the moment. ELBA will be providing guidance and materials for the session.
Number of volunteers: 3-5
Duration: 1.5 hours 
ELBA contact info: turkessa.amoo@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

14. ONGOING: HIGHER EDUCATION MENTORING
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA is working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are looking for mentors for students currently studying at 
Universities in east London. We know how powerful mentoring is and now these connec-
tions are even more important. We are looking for all types of volunteers to get involved, 
with the mentoring giving the students an opportunity to develop employability skills, gain 
confidence talking to professionals and expand their networks.
Number of volunteers: N/A
Duration: We are looking for volunteers for our November/December launches and 
volunteers can expect to be mentoring until the summer term.
ELBA contact info: Please sign up using this link: forms.office.com/r/uN8GPb1ASJ
Or for more information, please contact: educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None 

15. ONGOING: CV REVIEWS - REVIEW A STUDENT’S CV & COVER LETTER
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are asking business volunteers to help review university 
students’ CV’s and Cover Letters and provide them with feedback on how they can improve 
these and stand out in the crowd of candidates. ELBA will provide you with the necessary 
tools to complete this activity, such as guidelines and feedback templates in your own time, 
returning the CV and your feedback via ELBA. We know this remote type of support can 
make a real difference to the confidence and employability of students. This is a great  op-
portunity to support students and improve their chances of getting that first dream job.
Number of volunteers: No limit 
Duration: 1 hour per CV/Cover Letter, in your own time
Sign up here or email educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

16. ONGOING: LINKEDIN PROFILE REVIEWS - HELP STUDENTS STAND OUT
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: ELBA are working with universities across 
East London to help to introduce students to the world of work.
Opportunity Description: We are asking business volunteers to help review university 
students’ LinkedIn profiles and provide them with feedback on how they can improve their 
profile and stand out in the crowd of candidates. ELBA will provide you with the necessary 
tools to complete this activity, such as guidelines and feedback templates in your own time, 
returning the CV and your feedback via ELBA. We know this remote type of support can 
make a real difference to the confidence and employability of students. This is a great oppor-
tunity to support students and improve their chances of getting that first dream job, gradu-
ate position and connect with professionals through their LinkedIn network.
Number of volunteers: No limit
Duration: 1 hour per profile, in your own time
Sign up here or email educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

http://forms.office.com/r/uN8GPb1ASJ
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=5EGewwSBtUuPbTC8ORCTOjE6uef9knxDt1-Suta1kiJUMzlVMkVQNVVSNkxaQUNISkFTTEY0WkRaTCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=5EGewwSBtUuPbTC8ORCTOjE6uef9knxDt1-Suta1kiJUMzlVMkVQNVVSNkxaQUNISkFTTEY0WkRaTCQlQCN0PWcu

