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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 44 Oct 2021 

 
Confidentiality: You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in the public domain and 
should be regarded as confidential.  
Please note: Some links below require users to be logged into the intranet to access. Login here or request access. 

David Cocks QC (1935 - 2021) by Antony Arlidge 

You will be aware that David recently died. He contracted pneumonia and was admitted to ICU in a local 
hospital. The next day he was transferred to a general ward, but sadly did not survive.  

He had effectively retired from practice some ten years or so ago, so many of you will not have known him, 
save at the Three Musketeers’ Party. You should know, however, that Chambers owes him a huge debt. When 
I joined Chambers in September 1962, David was the junior tenant. With me, we were 20 strong. Now we are 
probably the leading criminal set. We have produced a Lord Chancellor, two law officers, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal, three High Court judges, a Director of Public Prosecutions, 5 Chairs of the CBA (including David) and a 
large number of Circuit Judges. 

Not long after he joined Chambers, David prosecuted Anthony Scrivener at West Ham Sessions. Defending 
solicitors were Duthies (now Edward Duthies). They were so impressed by David that they started to brief him, 
and did so for the rest of his career. They continue to brief Chambers.  

David took silk in 1982. In 1987 there was an election for a new Head of Chambers. The two candidates were 
David and me. Chambers wisely chose David. He remained Head for 13 years, and it was on his watch that we 
expanded into the major Chambers we now are, including the establishment of the annexe.  

He was ever the advocate at heart. He was always concise, to the point, and persuasive. Even after his effective 
retirement he carried on representing communities opposed to wind farms.  

He and Sarah purchased a farm on the edge of Exmoor, together with a herd of Devon Reds. Sarah turned the 
19th Century farmhouse into a beautiful home. In July, Heather and I stayed with them. My last meeting was 
at Lympstone Manor, on a sunny day, overlooking the estuary of the River Exe. As we drank our coffee after 
lunch, David said we must come here again. Sadly, we never did, but it was a fitting end to fifty nine years of 
friendship.  

Members News 

Our congratulations to Valerie Charbit on being shortlisted for the Outstanding Contribution: Diversity 
& Inclusion Award in the Chambers UK Bar Awards 2021. 

Our congratulations also go to Professor Laura Hoyano who has joined the CBA Executive Committee 
and the Legal Reform Group. Laura follows on from ex-member Professor David Ormerod QC who after 
17 years is stepping down but remains an ‘Honorary Academic Consultant’. 

We are delighted to announce that Anita Clifford has accepted the offer of a tenancy with effect from 
1 November 2021. She was called in 2017. She has been employed by Brightline Law since 2016, 
advising on AML, economic sanctions and tax investigations. She also qualified as a solicitor in 
Queensland (2011) where she was a defence advocate and also prosecuted for the Queensland Police. 
Currently she prosecutes (Level 2 CPS) and defends in the Magistrates, Youth and Crown Courts and 
has some High Court experience. She is also a Pt 2 practitioner in the Dubai International Finance 
Centre Court. She has a strong human rights interest, has worked for the Council of Europe and worked 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/private/members-login-2/
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pro bono on AML and corruption projects led by the International Lawyers Project and the African 
Union. She is ranked in Chambers and Legal 500 for POCA and Asset Forfeiture work. A Brightline CV 
can be seen here.  

Legal 500 

We are delighted that RLC has once again achieved a Tier 1 ranking in the category of Crime in this 
year’s Legal 500. Chambers were ranked across 12 practice areas: Business and Regulatory Crime 
(including Global Investigations), Financial Services Regulation; Fraud (Civil); Fraud (Crime); Health and 
Safety; International Crime and Extradition, POCA and Asset Forfeiture, Professional disciplinary and 
regulatory law, Tax, Environment and Sport. See our full rankings here. 

Red Lion Consulting 

We are delighted to announce that Dr Mathilda Twomey has joined Red Lion Consulting. Dr Twomey 
is qualified as a barrister in the UK and the Seychelles and a Bencher at Seychelles’ apex court. She is 
also has a Diplôme de Droit Français from the Université de Paris-Sud at Sceaux, an LLM in Public Law 
and a PhD in comparative law from the National University of Ireland. She was Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Seychelles (2011-2015) but is currently pursuing a more academic career while 
remaining a sessional justice of appeal in the Seychelles’ apex court. She is currently the Academic 
Director of the Judicial Institute for Africa, University of Cape Town; Adjunct Professor of the School of 
Law at the National University of Ireland, Galway; and Honorary Professor at the University of 
Seychelles and a member of its Council. 

COVID Response Committee - CRC 

The CRC was set up shortly before the start of the pandemic to help Chambers and members navigate 
the difficulties which were anticipated. It produced weekly, sometimes bi-weekly updates for members 
containing relevant information regarding public announcements, the Courts, financial services etc. It 
also considered and responded to issues arising and affecting staff and members. At its height it met 
twice weekly. It has not met for some time largely because the issues which bedevilled us at the start 
of and during the height of the pandemic have either been resolved or have become routine. 
Accordingly, we think that the CRC should be disbanded. 

We thank each of the members of the CRC - Tom Forster, Jane Bewsey, Tom Payne, Chris Paxton, 
together with Mark Bennett and Nick Parkinson - for the willing gift of their time and for their unstinting 
support. Chambers owes them a great debt of gratitude. 

HoC3 

The HoCs have decided to create an informal Consultation Committee which will meet once every 
month to raise and discuss current issues (if any!) Tom Forster, Jane Bewsey, Chris Paxton, Michael 
Goodwin, Cameron Brown, Jane Oldfield, Max Baines and Mark Bennett have very kindly agreed to 
serve.  

Written and Spoken Words 

Congratulations to: 

Klentiana Mahmutaj for writing about her Journey from Albania to the United Nations via the English 
Bar: Middle Templar Magazine: 12 Oct 21; and for her interview by the banker on the Right to 

https://brightlinelaw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/BLL_Anita_Clifford.pdf
https://www.legal500.com/firms/9444-red-lion-chambers/9444-london-england/#section-854544
https://middletemplar.org.uk/my-journey-from-albania-to-the-united-nations-via-the-english-bar/?fbclid=IwAR2DJTyfTS1Rl4GnB9OH4yRpfzJuoBlzh41iTaV_mTQCFrOUI2v-eLWoaK8
https://middletemplar.org.uk/my-journey-from-albania-to-the-united-nations-via-the-english-bar/?fbclid=IwAR2DJTyfTS1Rl4GnB9OH4yRpfzJuoBlzh41iTaV_mTQCFrOUI2v-eLWoaK8
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/download/23977/


3 

Development, Sustainable Development and International Investment Law and exploring Investor risks: 
Sustainable Views: 5 Oct 21; and for attending the UN Human Rights Council session under her UN 
mandate: 23 Sep 21 

Kate Bex for her comments to LBC Radio, listen here [LBC Global Player] Scroll to 0:37:08; and comments 
to My London online about the Sarah Everard case: 6 Oct 21 

Tony Shaw, Rosina Cottage, Riel Karmy-Jones, Gillian Jones, Tom Forster, Barnaby Jameson, Allison 
Clare, Hannah Willcocks and Tom Payne as contributing editors in Archbold 2022: 6 Oct 21 

Alex Benn (pupil barrister) for his article ‘Classism as Hate Crime: Proposing Class as a Protected Ground 
in Criminal Law’ [2021] 10 Crim LR 809-827: 4 Oct 21 

Valerie Charbit for talking about Burnt out and bullied in the law: The Times: 30 Sep 21  

Barnaby Jameson for participating as a guest speaker at UNODC webinar on Far-Right Violent Extremism: 
30 Sep 21. 

Simon Spence for his comments in Will The Online Safety Bill Impact Your Rights?: EachOther 23 Sep 21; 
and for his article Dog whistle: A warning call for all dog owners: Solicitors Journal: 7 Sep 21 

Riel Karmy-Jones QC and pupil barrister Alex Benn for their article ‘Virginity testing’, hymen surgery 
and misogyny: what should the law do?: Counsel Mag: 21 Sep 21 

Caroline Baker for her contribution to the Bar Council’s student guide: Counsel Mag: 20 Sep 21 

Sailesh Mehta for speaking with Hatti Suvari on Environment Law: Get Legally Speaking: 17 Sep 21; for 
his article The Afghan refugee crisis: Law Gazette: 6 Sep 21; and for his interview on Has The Pandemic 
Eroded The Right To Freedom of Expression? : EachOther: 2 Sep 21  

Jonathan Fisher for his participation in CBI | The next frontier: a focus on fraud Roundtable 
(charteredbanker.com) 14 Sep 21 

Allison Clare for her participation in the Young Fraud Lawyers Association panel discussion: 9 Sep 21  

Nick Hall for an updated recording to the J6 Webinar, exploring the admissibility of NRM decisions in 
criminal trials: 26 Aug 21. 

ELBA 

Please see ELBA’s October & November Volunteering Opportunities here. 

To recognise the importance of the UK hosting the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) from 31 October – 12 November, ELBA is organising a week of hyper-local practical actions to 
link our business and community partners together to address climate change, carbon reduction and 
the local environment. “As the international conference brings parties together to accelerate global 
action, we want to do the same for our communities in east London.”  

Climate & Ecology “Hot Opps” for COP26 week can be found here, which we hope will be of 
interest to potential volunteers. 

Mentoring Prog: Chambers are open to welcoming other RLC volunteers to participate in our annual 
mentoring programme in partnership with ELBA. The mentoring programme will run between 
November 2021 and July 2022. It will include sessions on oral advocacy training, and will culminate in 
a mock trial. There will be at least 5 sessions of 1hr to 1hr 30 minutes, in each the 2 mentees will meet 
the mentors they have been paired with. Register your interest here by COP Friday 22 October. 
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For regular updates on upcoming volunteering and board matching opportunities, please see our News 
page on the intranet. Contact intranet@18rlc.co.uk if you have any intranet access issues. 

SHIFT25 

We are collating quotes to run a news story and social media campaign celebrating Black History Month 
2021 which runs until 31 Oct. Would anyone be able to provide marketing with a brief statement (a 
few sentences to a paragraph) summarising or looking to answer any of the following questions:  

 What does Black History Month mean to you and why does it matter?  
 What values and understanding would you like to see being encouraged and promoted during 

this month? 
 How has the Black Lives Matter movement influenced you? 

By way of example, Dame Linda Dobbs has provided us with the following quote: 

"Black History Month is a time for reflection; a time to celebrate black people’s contribution to society. 
It is a time to showcase new talent and new role models and to identify and encourage potential by 
mentoring and other support." 

SHIFT25 are also seeking blog contributors to write “think” pieces [see here for previous blogs]. If you 
are interested, please email marketing@18rlc.co.uk to let Crystal and Mary know. 

Book Reviews 

We have a number of books available to review for the Law Gazette, who will send you a shiny new 
copy to keep. Reviews to be completed 4-6 weeks after the book has been received. Please register 
your interest here, letting us know of which book title you would like to review, which will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis.  

Wellbeing 

The Bar Council offers a free counselling service or Assistance Programme on 0800 169 2040. It is 
available to members of the Bar, Barristers Clerks and Practice Managers. It is confidential. No records 
of conversations are kept or forwarded to the Bar Council. You do not need to give your name. 

LawCare also provides confidential, free (its part funded by the Bar Council) and independent mental 
health and wellbeing support for barristers and staff and their immediate families on 0800 279 6888 
between 9am-7:30 pm Mon-Fri, and 10:00 am – 4:00 pm Saturdays and Sunday.  To find out more 
about LawCare, see here. See Wellbeing on the Intranet for more resources. 

Please remember there is important information for the wellbeing of members, staff and pupils and a 
list of Mental Health First Aiders here. Also see an updated RLC members phone list here.  

Clerks/Staff Upcoming Holiday dates 

Nick Parkinson     5 – 12 November  6 Days 
David Pilkington     18 October    1 Day 
Ellie Jones / Rachel Shephard / Theresa Feeney 25 – 29 October   5 Days 

Crystal Fernandes     25 – 28 October   4 Days 
Georgina Burrage     26 October – 5 November 9 Days 
Lee Young     1 – 5 November   5 Days 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/private/news/
mailto:intranet@18rlc.co.uk
mailto:marketing@18rlc.co.uk?subject=Black%20History%20Month
https://www.shift25.org.uk/blog
mailto:marketing@18rlc.co.uk?subject=SHIFT25
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/download/23692/
mailto:marketing@18rlc.co.uk?subject=Book%20Reviews
mailto:marketing@18rlc.co.uk?subject=Book%20Reviews
https://www.lawcare.org.uk/
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/private/infopoint/wellbeing-2/
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/RLC-Wellbeing-Info.pdf
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/download/23971/
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RLC Calendar (appears in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars)  

Mon 18 Oct London Legal Walk 2021 – Thank you to the RLC team 
participating this year. Donations can be made here. 

Wed 20 Oct: 5:30 – 7pm RL Consulting | Foreign Investment and the Rule of Law-: RL 
Consultants Mark Guthrie & Sara Carnegie [Chair], Dominic Parker, 
Prof Andrew MacLeod, John Sherman, David Ziyambi & Faisal Siddqui 

Thu 28 Oct: from 5pm Chambers Get Together | Photographer for new headshots will 
be arranged on this date from 2pm – Please book to secure a slot. 

Tue 16 Nov Sept: 6 – 7pm RLC Webinars | Fraud Round Up: Selected Cases from 2021: 
GJQC, MB, FB, NP & ACQC [CHAIR] 

Thu 25 Nov: 5:30 – 6:30 pm J6 Series | Webinar 6 - Corporate Criminal Liability: updates, 
developments and future trends” AR and ZC 

Wed 1 Dec: 6 – 7pm RLC Webinars | Regulating the ‘Rough Sex’ excuse: JDQC [CHAIR], 
FD and Prof. Sue Edwards (RLC Door Tenant) 

Thu 2 Dec: from 6pm RLC Christmas Drinks 

Mon 13 Dec: 6 – 7pm RLC Webinars | Vulnerable Witness talk: RK-JQC, VC and Pupil 
Barrister Sarah Taylor-Wilmshurst  

 

Stay in touch. Stay safe!       

Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC      15 October 2021 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RedLionChambers21
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