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Confidentiality: You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in the 
public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Georgia Lassoff (1987-2021) 

Georgia’s funeral took place on Monday 4 October 2021. It was a humanist ceremony limited to family 
and close friends. Some of those invited were members of Chambers, and Gilly Jones was invited to 
attend as a representative for all of us. Gilly presented the family with the Book of Condolences. She 
also delivered the Tribute which had been written by us for Georgia with contributions and input from 
those who knew her. It is set out below.  

A memorial service is being organised probably for next year. Once we have more details, we will 
circulate them. 

Tribute from all at Red Lion Chambers 

  
Georgia was extraordinary. Sheer determination and resilience drove her to becoming a prize-
winning student at SOAS, with a first-class degree in politics, before going on to obtain further 
academic scholarships at City Law School, and the Inner Temple. Out of 230 applicants for pupillage, 
Georgia was one of 3 who were successful. Aside from her intellectual prowess, and potential to 
succeed at the Criminal Bar, what also made Georgia stand out, was her willingness to give freely of 
her time to help others. She became a fundraiser for the Green Party, and her abilities were soon 
recognised, when she was promoted to a fundraising manager, for the 2015 campaign. She found 
time to volunteer for Advising London, helping to solve housing and welfare issues; she undertook a 
volunteer mentor for Vocalise, helping to teach debating skills in prisons; a volunteer case for the 
Sean Riggs Project, attended at a monthly police complaints surgery in South London; and helped 
establish and later manage the Trew Era Café, (now run by the Rehabilitation of Addicted Prisoners 
Trust), to assist ex-offenders with substance misuse issues, to re-enter employment.  

As a tenant, from day one Georgia was an active member of the Red Lion family, and we were all 
proud of her feisty determination; her professionalism and care for the underdog; and her acute 
sense of justice and fairness - all leavened and lightened, by a wicked sparkle of humour. She excelled 
in all she did and impressed all those she worked with. She defended and prosecuted in general and 
financial crime, achieving appointments to specialist Government panels of advocates, with the 
Crown Prosecution Service, and the Specialist Fraud Division.  

Furthermore, having successfully applied to work for the Serious Fraud Office on a high-profile 
prosecution, Georgia was promoted into being a junior member of the trial counsel team, assisting 
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with disclosure. This was a substantial achievement given her newly qualified status and 
demonstrated the high regard in which she was held, by those who she worked for.  

She was wholly committed to her cases, remaining at all times eminently approachable. Her flair, 
diligence and mastery of her brief seemed effortless. Her client care was exceptional.  

Georgia also wrote and had published a number of legal articles, contributed to eminent legal texts, 
presented seminars, appeared in a Get Legally Speaking podcast to discuss the Safer Streets 
campaign, as well as assisting in Chambers pupil training programme. She also continued to pursue 
her political and social interests. She was fiercely committed to LGBTQ equality and tackling racism. 
She was a legal observer for Black Protest Legal Support UK; provided pro bono advice for Women 
against Rape, and the English Collective of Prostitutes; and worked pro bono with the Centre for 
Women’s Justice legal reference panel, where she was an enthusiastic and highly valued member. 
She was also keenly involved in ELBA, and Chambers outreach mentoring program. Georgia made a 
real difference to people’s lives, and we know that the clients she helped were hugely grateful. 

Georgia will be missed by us all, from those who were close to her, worked with her and saw her 
talent and dedication, to those more removed, who admired her commitment and professionalism.  

We can be very grateful that she accepted a place with Red Lion Chambers. She was rightly seen as 
a rising star. She will be profoundly missed by us all. We are honoured to have known her.  

Georgia’s Website Page 

Georgia’s website entry has remained in place, to honour her memory. It is probably inappropriate to leave 
her entry, written as it is in the present tense, any longer. We propose to take it down. Its contents will form 
part of the hardback book containing her legal writings and her legal work which we are creating to present 
to her family. 

Georgia Lassoff Award 

We have had enquiries about a fund or charity in memory of Georgia. There are many options. One idea is 
that we establish a fund to mark Georgia’s achievement in coming to the Bar, her work as a barrister and her 
contribution to our outreach program. A Georgia Lassoff Memorial Award of £1,000 could be granted to an 
ELBA student who had been mentored by Chambers, in their first term of reading law at University. No doubt 
there are many other alternative ideas or suggestions. We are setting up a committee to consider them. If you 
have any suggestions, please send them to GLFund@18rlc.co.uk and they will be forwarded to the Committee. 
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