
East London Business Alliance, 3rd Floor, City Reach, 
5 Greenwich View Place, London E14 9NN.

Tel: 020 7068 6960 / elba-1.org.uk 

From 31st October to 12th November the UK will host COP26, a global conference focused on 
climate issues. Despite the challenges that COVID-19 produced, environmental issues are still of 
exceptionally high priority within the community in east London. To mark this important global 
moment, ELBA will be offering a number of environmentally focused opportunities around COP26 
and beyond to help partners contribute to global targets at a hyperlocal level. ELBA offers a 
diverse range of opportunities in addition to these, so please contact us to find out about other 
opportunities. Tell us about what you will be doing in COP26 week #Elbaclimatetogether

6/10/21 Climate & Ecology Hot Opportunities

TABLE OF OPPORTUNITIES

No. What you’ll be doing Date / time / 
commitment

Location / 
Online Beneficiary type Skills 

required Borough focus Environmental 
focus

1
Debating Climate Action: 

Work with students on 
climate change

1.5 hour workshop, 
plus a briefing call

Can be online OR 
in person!

Students from 
local secondary 
schools and col-

leges

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

Covering a 
myriad of 

topics around 
climate action

2 Autumn Bulb Planting
Friday 5th No-

vember, 9:30am 
- 3:30pm

Mile End Park, 
106 Locksley St, 
London E14 7EJ

Environment, 
biodiversity

No specialist skills 
required Tower Hamlets Biodiversity 

3 Tree planting at Stepney 
City Farm

November Date 
TBC, 9am - 4pm

Stepney City Farm, 
Stepney Way, Step-
ney Green, London 

E1 3DG

Environment No specialist skills 
required Tower Hamlets

Carbon reduc-
tion, biodiver-

sity

4 Environmental Team 
Challenges 1 day or half a day East London loca-

tions Environment No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

Carbon reduc-
tion, biodiver-

sity, plastic 
sequestration

5 Sustainable food on a 
global scale webinar 1.5 hours Online Environment No specialist skills 

required Hackney Sustainability

6
Create presentation 

for East London 
communities

Flexible, 1-2hr 
approx Online

East London Com-
munity Organisa-

tions

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

How to save 
money and be 
eco-friendly

7
Help environmental 
organisation tackle 
strategic challenges

2.5hr Online

East London Com-
munity Organi-
sations with an 
environmental 

focus 

Business Planning, 
Strategy, Passion 
for environment

Across various 
boroughs

Environmental 
organisation 

strategic chal-
lenges

8
Support charity project 

with environmental 
focus

3 months Online

East London Com-
munity Partners 
with an environ-

mental focus 

Various: Teamwork, 
Project Manage-
ment, Business 

planning, Strategy, 
Passion for environ-

ment

Across various 
boroughs

East London 
Community 

Partners with 
an environ-

mental focus 



elba-1.org.uk 

1. CAN YOUR TEAM DEBATE THE FUTURE OF CLIMATE ACTION WITH LOCAL 
STUDENTS? 
Charity/Organisation Description: ELBA works with a number of east London secondary 
schools and colleges to support their young people to engage with the world of work.
Opportunity Description: ELBA will be bringing together teams of students and teams of 
volunteers to discuss climate change, hear about what your business is doing and then have 
a lively debate on current topical aspects of climate action, culminating in students present-
ing their arguments. 
Number of volunteers: 5-8 per team
Duration: 1.5 hour workshop, plus a briefing call with ELBA in advance
ELBA contact info: Educationworks@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

2. AUTUMN BULB PLANTING AT MILE END PARK
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Mile End Park is an active and vibrant 
park which offers a wide range of facilities from sports to art to the environment. It is a 
linear space of approximately 90 acres alongside the Grand Union Canal. The Park has, and 
continues to forge genuine community partnerships with all in the local area.
Opportunity Description: Volunteers are needed to plant bulbs that will bloom next spring. 
Flowers add biodiversity that encourage insects and other wildlife to flourish. Volunteers 
will be taking wheelbarrows full of bulbs around the park and planting them in different 
areas. It will be fun day where you can get your hands dirty!
Number of volunteers: 40 (limit 5 per company initially)
Duration: Friday 5th November, 9:30am – 3:30pm
ELBA contact info: To sign up, email Ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

3. TREE PLANTING AT STEPNEY CITY FARM
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Stepney City Farm is a 4.5-acre working 
farm in the heart of Tower Hamlets; a unique educational resource, and a rural oasis at the 
heart of the local community. The Farm is dedicated to providing the people of London with 
the opportunity to experience and learn about food growing, understand food systems, meet 
animals, and learn about high welfare animal husbandry, environmental sustainability and 
rural crafts.
Opportunity Description: Leave a lasting legacy by planting hedgerow whips (baby trees) 
at Stepney City Farm. Trees sequester carbon from the atmosphere and release oxygen into 
the air. This is especially beneficial in built up urban areas like Tower Hamlets where it can 
help with air pollution. Volunteers will be digging holes, planting trees and securing them to 
ensure they mature.
Number of volunteers: 10 (limit 2 per company initially)
Duration: Date TBC – 9am – 4pm
ELBA contact info: To sign up, email Ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL TEAM CHALLENGES 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Team Challenges are one-off, practical 
volunteering events. They are a fun team building day where you will also give back to the 
east London community. 
Opportunity Description: Team Challenges tackle a number of issues, including the 
environment. Activities include supporting the city farms, working in community gardens, 
plastic fishing and maintaining wildlife habitat. Get in touch with ELBA to organise a Team 
Challenge for you and your colleagues. We’ll send a number of options to meet your require-
ments and support all the logistics of the day.
Number of volunteers: 5 – 100 (depending on activity and current restrictions) 
Duration: 1 day or half a day 
ELBA contact info: ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk 
Charity expenses to be covered: Depends on activity, typically £30 per person

5. SUSTAINABLE FOOD ON A GLOBAL SCALE – WEBINAR WITH CORE LANDSCAPES
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Core Landscapes works with people 
referred to the project by mental health care professionals, community volunteers and other 
green projects. Proceeds from this webinar will go towards continued online delivery of 
lessons and remote support for their most vulnerable beneficiaries as well as keeping the 
gardens thriving for when people can return. Please note, this is NOT a volunteering oppor-
tunity but is an online session delivered by one of ELBA’s community partners.
Opportunity Description: How does growing your own food or supporting your local 
community garden connect you to global food security? How can you grow your own food 
sustainably, whatever your growing space? Growing your own is the perfect way to connect 
with food security on a global scale, develop growing skills you never knew you had, link 
with your local community in new ways and boost your mental wellbeing during these chal-
lenging times. This Webinar will give you an overview of the key issues involved in sustain-
able growing with tips on how and where to find resources and why we need to look at the 
bigger picture as home gardeners and food consumers. Aimed at beginner to intermediate 
gardeners or people new to Organic + Permaculture gardening techniques and anyone inter-
ested in knowing more about our food chains.
Number of participants: up to 50 participants.
Duration: 1.5 hours, can be booked Monday-Friday
ELBA contact info: Ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: £800

6. CREATE A PRESENTATION FOR EAST LONDON COMMUNITIES: HOW TO SAVE 
MONEY AND BE ECO-FRIENDLY
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: East London Community Organisations    
Opportunity Description:  Support is needed to create a short presentation aimed at 
our East London community partners showing them how to make more environmentally 
focussed decisions, as well  as practical tips on saving money. Examples may include: tips 
for  recycling, reviewing their energy suppliers, review the impact of their facilities, etc. We 
invite you to be creative but practical!
There will be an opportunity to facilitate the session as a separate volunteering opportunity. 
Number of volunteers:  2 to 4
Duration: 1-2hr
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
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7. HELP AN ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATION TACKLE STRATEGIC CHALLENGES
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: East London Community Partners with an 
environmental focus 
Opportunity Description: Do you have skills in Business Planning & Strategy? Are you 
passionate about the environment? Support is needed to help our East London community 
organisations focused on the environment to tackle its challenges. 
Challenges may include:
- help with reviewing and clearly articulating a community organisation’s Vision, Mission, 
Values and Objectives  
- support with developing & reviewing a business plan 
- support on making a community organisation economically sustainable
This is a fantastic opportunity for volunteers to use their skills to benefit organisations with 
limited resources to tackle challenges they are facing.  The session will be facilitated by an 
ELBA staff member.
Opportunity is best suited to volunteers with experience in business planning and strategy. 
Number of volunteers: 6 to 8
Duration: 2.5hr
ELBA contact info: margisel.adams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: Depends on activity, typically £30 per person

8. APPLY  YOUR SKILLS AND  WORK AS A GROUP TO  SUPPORT A LONGER TERM 
CHARITY PROJECT
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description:  East London Community Partners with 
an environmental focus 
Opportunity description: Would  you like to  work with a team of volunteers to support a 
community organisation with key strategic challenges that they may have been struggling 
to tackle for some time?  ELBA will prepare a brief that they will write in collaboration with 
an environmentally focussed community  organisation. ELBA will then match a  team of 
volunteers (minimum of 5) with the community organisation,  launching the project through 
a kick-off meeting that will take place during COP26 week. During this meeting overall 
deliverables  and objectives will be refined.
The project will last around 3 months and ELBA will offer on-going support to ensure the  
project keeps momentum.
Number of volunteer: 5 to 7
Duration: 3 months
ELBA contact  info: harriet.joseph@elba-1.org.uk
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