
East London Business Alliance, 3rd Floor, City Reach, 
5 Greenwich View Place, London E14 9NN.

Tel: 020 7068 6960 / elba-1.org.uk 

Volunteering is rewarding, inspiring and career-enhancing. Currently, ELBA’s community partners 
are facing unprecedented challenges due to COVID-19. Here are opportunities from organisations 
that are looking for volunteers to support them in this difficult time. ELBA offers a diverse range 
of opportunities in addition to these, so please contact us to find out about other opportunities.

31/08/2021 REMOTE OPPORTUNITIES

TABLE OF OPPORTUNITIES

No. What you’ll be doing
Date / time / 

time 
commitment

Location / 
Online

Beneficiary 
type

Skills 
required

Borough 
focus

1 Emergency Afghanistan 
Appeal Ongoing ELBA or donate 

online Afghanistan refugees None Hackney

2 Online food bank challenge Flexible, 1.5 hour 
session Online Food bank clients No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

3 Share your accountancy skills 
with a social enterprise 3-4 hours, flexible Online Community organisa-

tion
Finance - accountancy 

skills Tower Hamlets

4
Provide financial guidance to a 

growing east London 
organisation

Flexible - ideally 
1-2 hours a month Online Community organisa-

tion 
Finance and govern-

ance expertise Hackney

5 Volunteer in a local 
charity shop 1 day

Hammersmith W6 
9JG, Battersea SW11 

1NZ, Fulham SW6 
1NQ, Pimlico SW1V 
1DN, Putney SW15 
1SU, Streatham Hill 

SW2 4UB

Older people, end of 
life care

No specialist skills 
required

West and South 
West London

6 ONGOING: Inspiring students 
for their future careers

Tuesday 28th Sep-
tember 3-4:30pm

Newham Collegiate 
Sixth  Form Centre 
(in person if appli-

cable)

Year 12 students No specialist skills 
required Newham

7 ONGOING: BoardMatch15: 
Become a charity trustee

15th September  
(5:30pm-7:30pm Online

East London/ Isling-
ton Based  Commu-
nity  Organisation

No specialist skills 
required

Across various 
boroughs

8 ONGOING: AGE UK DIGITAL 
BUDDIES - OLDER PEOPLE Ongoing Online Older People No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

9
ONGOING: WELLBEING 
CALLS FOR ISOLATED 
PEOPLE IN NEWHAM

Ongoing Online Older People No specialist skills 
required Newham

10 ONGOING: Recycle Week: 
Ecobricks

23rd Sep, 12pm - 
1pm Online Environment No specialist skills 

required
Across various 

boroughs

11 ONGOING: Mentoring Rest of 2021 Online
MoU Newham (YBM 
16/24 y/o from Ne-

wham)

HR, CSR, Computer 
Science, Marketing, Newham

12 ONGOING: CV Review Summer 2021 Online
MoU Newham (YBM 

16-24 y/o from Ne-
wham)

Experience of hiring 
staff Newham
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2. ONLINE FOOD BANK CHALLENGE
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Various food banks
Opportunity Description: Food bank usage in London has gone up by 106% during the 
pandemic. This whilst “traditional” ways of engaging volunteers are not always possible 
anymore. ELBA is therefore looking for teams to support food banks through our new On-
line Food Bank Challenge. During an interactive 1.5 hour session teams will meet local food 
banks, engage in a quiz, learn about food poverty and will do an online supermarket sweep 
with a competitive element! The food items purchased will go directly to east London food 
banks.
Number of volunteers: Up to 20 volunteers
Duration: 1.5 hour
ELBA contact info: amadiora.emechete@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: £30 per head to cover the cost for the supermarket sweep

1. EMERGENCY AFGHANISTAN REFUGEE APPEAL
Description: One of ELBA’s community partners is supporting over 130 families that have 
fled the crisis in Afghanistan. The families, many with young children, are currently quar-
antining in hotels. The refugees fled Afghanistan with few or no belongings and when they 
leave quarantine, will be starting a new life with very little. 
Opportunity Description: The community organisation in Hackney urgently needs chil-
dren’s clothes up to the age of 12 and toiletries.
How to donate: You can drop off new and second hand items to ELBA at City Reach, 5 
Greenwich View Place, E14 9NN on:
Thursday 2nd September, 10am – 3pm
Friday 3rd September, 10am – 3pm
Monday 6th September, 10am – 3pm
Or, you can purchase new items from our Amazon wish list and they will automatically be 
delivered to ELBA: amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/OUBJIWN65UJW?ref_=wl_share
ELBA contact info: Please contact ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk for more information 

3. USE YOUR ACCOUNTANCY SKILLS TO HELP AN AMAZING SOCIAL ENTERPRISE!
Organisation Description: More Life Home is a community organisation with a mission 
to provide free and low-cost furniture and household items to the vulnerable and those in 
crisis. 
Opportunity Description: More Life Home is looking for a volunteer to help them with fil-
ing their accounts. They need help with putting together an income and expenditure sheet, 
a balance sheet to be signed by the Directors, and a basic PAYE system for 10 staff members. 
More Life Home will input statement transactions and take care of the administrative side, 
so they anticipate that the volunteering will take around 3 - 4 hours. This is a great opportu-
nity for anyone with basic accounting skills to help a vital community organisation. If you 
also have experience of working with non-for-profits that would be an added bonus (though 
not required). 
Number of volunteers: 1 - 2
Duration: 3-4 hours, completely flexible according to volunteer availability. 
ELBA contact info: antonia.williams@elba-1.org.uk 
Charity expenses to be covered: None

http://amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/OUBJIWN65UJW?ref_=wl_share
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6. ONGOING: CALLING PROFESSIONALS WITH A HUMANITIES/SOCIAL SCIENCE 
DEGREE!
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Year 12 students at NCS
Opportunity Description: Share how your humanity or social science degree has affected
your career journey and help inspire students studying those subjects. We are hosting a
Humanity & Social Science Pathway Fair for Sixth Form students who are studying sub-
jects within this field to show them what careers are available to them. You will be asked to
present a 5 min presentation to a large group of students and will following that have an
opportunity to share more in a speed-networking session.
Number of volunteers: 1 (individual)
Duration: 1.5 hour
ELBA contact info: rachel.bell@elba-1.org.uk/ 07538195827
Charity expenses to be covered: none

5. VOLUNTEER IN A LOCAL CHARITY SHOP TO SUPPORT ROYAL TRINITY HOSPICE
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: This year, with many people still working 
from home, ELBA is piloting volunteering opportunities outside of east London. Royal Trin-
ity Hospice provides skilled, compassionate care and support to people with progressive, 
life-limiting illnesses and those close to them. They support people living in the London 
community, at home and at the hospice. At any moment, Trinity is caring for 700 patients. 
All services are provided free of charge to patients and their families. They receive only a 
quarter of funding from the NHS and rely on donations and the income from 20 boutique 
charity shops to raise the remaining £10.5 million every year that is needed for services to 
continue. 
Opportunity Description: The hospice is looking for small teams of volunteers to help out 
for a day in their charity shops. You’ll have the opportunity to get involved with tasks such 
as sorting and processing donations, helping customers, creating displays, and everything 
else in between! It should be a rewarding experience for you and would greatly value the 
time and resources you can contribute towards raising funds for the hospice.
Number of volunteers: 3 – 5 depending on location
Duration: 1 day
ELBA contact info: ashley.rice@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None, however volunteers are encouraged to make a 
charitable contribution

4. PROVIDE FINANCIAL GUIDANCE TO A RAPIDLY GROWING COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATION 
Organisation Description: Support When It Matters (SWIM) is a community interest com-
pany that empowers people in Hackney and its neighbouring communities to improve their 
health, well-being and life chances.
Opportunity Description: SWIM is experiencing an exciting period of rapid growth, transi-
tioning from an organisation with no paid employees to a team of 12 over the last year. The 
organisation’s CEO is keen to work with a volunteer who can share guidance around how to 
best manage this growth from a financial perspective, ensuring the organisation has good 
governance. The CEO would like to work with a volunteer that can provide guidance around 
questions such as how to best evaluate their cashflow, what red flags to look out for, and how 
to manage their contracts to ensure their finances are always in a healthy position. This is a 
great opportunity to share your financial skills with an organisation going through an excit-
ing transition, enabling them to support more people in Hackney. 
Number of volunteers: 1
Duration: Flexible depending on volunteer’s availability. The CEO would ideally like to work 
with someone for 1-2 hours a month but is very open. 
ELBA contact info: antonia.williams@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a
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9. ONGOING: WELLBEING CALLS FOR ISOLATED PEOPLE IN NEWHAM
Charity description: Connect Newham is a new project run by Age UK for people who have 
been identified as feeling lonely or isolated. It is for anyone who is over 18, living alone or is 
a full time carer. Sometimes all it takes is a friendly voice and a good chat to lift our spirits 
and make us feel more positive.
Opportunity description: Volunteers will be calling these people for a chat to break the feel-
ing of isolation. As well as the befriending call, volunteers are also checking the health and 
wellbeing of the person they are calling and after each call they will complete a mood chart.
Number of volunteers: Open to individuals.
Duration: Volunteers need to commit to at least 3 calls. These can be done weekly or fort-
nightly. Each call lasts 30 mins - 1 hour. Volunteers will receive training and a DBS check. 
The matching process can take 1-2 months.
Charity expenses to be covered: None
For more information: Smera Nadeem smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk

8. ONGOING: AGE UK DIGITAL BUDDIES - OLDER PEOPLE
Charity description: Age UK East London supports elderly people to retain direction
and choice over their own lives, maintain and improve health, prevent social isolation and 
live in physical environments suited to their changing needs. As the UK continues with 
coronavirus restrictions, thousands of older people have experienced the loneliest year ever. 
Opportunity description: It’s increasingly important for older people to have the digital 
access, skills and confidence they need to live an included and independent life, enabling 
them to keep in contact with loved ones, make savings by shopping online and pursue hob-
bies. Age UK would like volunteers to become a Digital Buddy to take on a tutor role with an 
older person. The volunteer will regularly connect with their buddy remotely and take them 
through basic skills.
Number of volunteers: Open to individuals.
Duration: Weekly or fortnightly contact with buddy over a minimum of 3 months. Volun-
teers will receive training and a DBS check. The matching process can take 1-2 months.
Charity expenses to be covered: None
Contact details: Smera Nadeem smera.nadeem@elba-1.org.uk

7. ONGOING: BOARDMATCH15: YOUR CHANCE TO BECOME A TRUSTEE OF AN
AMAZING LOCAL COMMUNITY ORGANISATION
Charity Description: East London/Islington based community organisations
Opportunity Description: BoardMatch15:Digital Edition provides you with the opportunity 
to meet east London and Islington based charities or social enterprises that are in need
of new board members, and to submit an application to become a trustee. To register for a 
ticket, please visit BoardMatch15.eventbrite.co.uk
Number of volunteers: Unlimited
Duration BoardMatch15 will take place on Wednesday 15th September, 5:30pm-7.30pm
ELBA contact info: Jonathan.Tait@thebigalliance.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: N/A

http://BoardMatch15.eventbrite.co.uk
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12. ONGOING: CV REVIEW 
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: MoU Newham
Opportunity Description: CV reviews can be critical in helping a candidate to improve 
their chances of being successful in applying for new positions. These sessions give our can-
didates the opportunity to take some professional feedback on CV content, layout, format, 
and suitability for applying to their desired industries/firms. We are looking for volunteers 
who are interested in hosting a LIVE 30-45minute Zoom session with the candidates, re-
viewing their CV in full and providing detailed written feedback later the same week (within 
3 working days)
Duration: 45-60 mins each
ELBA contact info: mou@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

11. ONGOING: MENTORING
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: MoU Newham
Opportunity Description: Mentoring is a rewarding way of supporting an individual by 
sharing personal / professional experiences, advising, coaching and motivating. It can also 
be a great way for individuals to receive informal career guidance; playing a vital part in 
helping people to reach their personal and professional goals. We are specifically looking for 
volunteers with experience in the following industries: 
- Mechanical Engineering
- Marketing/Digital
- Design
- Computer Science
Number of volunteers: 5
Duration: Minimum 6 months, for 1hr per month
ELBA contact info: mou@elba-1.org.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: n/a

10. ONGOING: LEARN TO MAKE ECOBRICKS FOR RECYCLE WEEK
Charity/Organisation/Beneficiary Description: Step it up for Recycle Week 2021! Plastic 
pollution has become one of the most pressing environmental issues, with an increasing 
amount of plastic being manufactured, thrown away and reaching the biosphere, where it 
harms creatures large and small. Ecobricks are a simple, low-tech solution to put our plastic 
to good use in short and long term applications. Plastic is packed into bottles which make 
building blocks that can be reused over and over again. Ecobricks safely secure plastic out 
of the biosphere and build spaces that enrich our community.
Opportunity Description: In this 1 hour session, volunteers will learn about plastic pollu-
tion and how to make their own Ecobricks. The process is simple with non-recyclable plastic 
being packed densely into plastic bottles. All the materials needed are things that would be 
thrown away in most households. Ecobricks can take a few weeks to make and when fin-
ished, volunteers can use them in their own project, exchange them with others nearby, or 
contribute them to ELBA to build a structure for a community project later in the year. All 
Ecobricks are weighed and registered so ELBA will be able to track how much plastic each 
company has secured from the biosphere. 
Number of volunteers: As many as possible!
Duration: Thursday, 23rd September, 12pm-1pm
ELBA contact info: Sign up via Eventbrite: recycleweekecobricks.eventbrite.co.uk
Charity expenses to be covered: None

http://recycleweekecobricks.eventbrite.co.uk

