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Confidential: These updates are confidential and are intended merely to be cautionary and alert members to developments in 
areas of relevance to Chambers practice and to regulatory issues. As sole practitioners you are responsible for yourselves. 
However, both the BSB, the Bar Council and the ICO (to name a few) are placing an increasing burden on Chambers to monitor 
its members to check that regulatory requirements are met.  

1. Crown Courts 

• New Nightingales:  (i) former Chichester Crown Court (taking work from Lewes Crown Court) as from 6 April 
and (ii) Preston North End Football Club (work from Preston Crown Court) as from 12 April: Nightingale 
courts: HMCTS: updated 13 Apr 21. 

• Deal struck to combat Crown Courts backlog: BBC news: 22 Apr 21 

• HMCTS Common Platform: Operating Courts: last updated 25 May 21. Now include Kingston, Guildford, 
and Lewes Crown Courts, and Wimbledon Magistrates Court and other SE magistrates’ courts.  Don’t 
forget  - Common Platform account registration for defence professionals  and Guidance. 

• Crown Court Statistics. The latest figures from HMCTS weekly management information to April 2021 (13 
May 21) show little real improvement for April  in the Crown Court  

o drop in weekly receipts: now between 1,653 and 2,032 (pre-COVID base line [PCBL] 2,203)  

o weekly disposals about the same: between 1,573 and 2,128 (PCBL 2,021)  

o outstanding cases 57,894 (a rise of 300 from the previous week (PCBL 39,331)  

o drop in weekly trials and Newton hearings between 834 and 1,589 [PCBL 3,587]  

o slight rise in weekly cracks between 77 and 123 [PCBL 145]  

o drop in weekly cases vacated between 382 and 549 [PCBL 292] 

• LCJ gives evidence to Parliament’s Constitution Committee: C&TJ: 27 May 21 dealing with COVID and 
post COVID response. Issues include Crown Court sitting days; local Crown Court initiatives; criminal 
Legal Aid; and HMCTS staff retention and wages. 

2. COVID and the Courts 

• Asymptomatic COVID-19 testing for people visiting our courts and tribunals: HMCTS 14 Apr 21. 

• A creative approach to criminal court recovery:  HMCTS/MoJ 26 May 21.  

• Keeping you up to date on Court safety: Paul Harris Blog: 19 May 21. 

• Magistrates’ Criminal Courts 5-Point Plan: C&TJ: 14 May 21: Recovery Ambition (updated). 

• Understanding the impact of COVID-19 on tribunal hearings - the experience of tribunal judges Legal 
Education Foundation: 2 Jun 21. Summary from President of Tribunals: C&TJ 2 Jun 21.  Executive 
Summary: LEF:  

3. Criminal Practice Updates 

• Administrative Court Electronic Bundles: Swift J: 26 May 21 (to be read alongside HMCTS Listing Policy 
for the Administrative Court) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals-additional-capacity-during-coronavirus-outbreak-nightingale-courts
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals-additional-capacity-during-coronavirus-outbreak-nightingale-courts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56847285
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-common-platform-participating-criminal-courts?
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-common-platform-account-registration-for-defence-professionals?
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/hmcts-weekly-management-information-during-coronavirus-march-2020-to-april-2021
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/lord-chief-justice-gives-evidence-to-parliaments-constitution-committee/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/978235/HMCTS_testing_update_160421.pdf
https://insidehmcts.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/26/a-creative-approach-to-criminal-court-recovery/
https://insidehmcts.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/19/keeping-you-up-to-date-on-court-safety/
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/magistrates-criminal-courts-5-point-plan/
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/recovery-ambition-5-point-plan_-pptx-new.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021_06_02_REPORT_Understanding-the-impact-of-COVID-19-on-tribunals-the-experiences-of-judges-1.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/understanding-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-tribunal-hearings/
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021_06_02_Exec_Summary_Understanding-the-impact-of-COVID-19-on-tribunals-the-experiences-of-judges.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021_06_02_Exec_Summary_Understanding-the-impact-of-COVID-19-on-tribunals-the-experiences-of-judges.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ACO-Bundle-Guidance-26-May-2021-2.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/publications/practice-direction-administrative-court-lising-policy/
https://www.judiciary.uk/publications/practice-direction-administrative-court-lising-policy/
http://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/
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• The Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Criminal Conduct Authorisations) (Amendment) Order 2021 S.I. 
2021 No. 601: 19 May 21 (in force 10 Aug 21)  amends RIPA Regs following consequential changes 
enacted by Covert Human Intelligence Sources (Criminal Conduct) Act 2021. 

• The Covert Human Intelligence Sources (Criminal Conduct) Act 2021 (Commencement and Transitional 
Provisions) Regulations 2021: S.I. 2021 No. 605 

• Rape and Sexual Offences - Overview and index of 2021 updated guidance: CPS: 21 May 21 (updated 
guidance)  

• Pre-sentence report pilot in 15 magistrates’ courts: MoJ 19 May 21. 

• Sentencing Council: New Guidelines for common assault and attempted murder: SC: 27 May 21 and also 
include assault with intent to resists arrest; abh; racially/religiously aggravated abh; gbh/unlawful 
wounding and racially/religiously aggravated gbh and unlawful wounding; gbh and wounding with 
intent. In effect as from 1 July 2021. Based on Assault Offence Guidelines: Response to Consultation: 27 
May 21. 

• Preparation for Effective Trial form for use in magistrates' courts and Guidance effective from 7 June 2021. 

4. Counsel and Remote Hearings 

Most of us see the advantages of remote non-trial hearings. The Courts tend to dislike them as they can 
take longer and Court staff need training. It will not take much to end up with face to face hearings for 
minor attendances as a matter of course.  There are reports that some counsel are aggravating the 
situation.  We are sure that the reports do not apply to any member of Chambers, but please keep your 
eye out for the following and nip it in the bud if you can, or report it if you can’t: 

• Abide by the strict time slots given. That means you must liaise with your opponent well before 
the hearing to agree as much as you can.  

• Failure to attend because of cross-courting.  Of course everyone wants to cover their own cases. 
However, you should not accept, and the clerks should not brief counsel, when it is obvious that 
there may be a problem. 

• Stroppy counsel.  There are reports of counsel getting annoyed or stroppy with court staff when 
they are not called on. It is not the fault of court staff, but usually the fault of other counsel 
overrunning their own time slots. Do not take it out on the staff. Not only is it self-defeating but 
it damages the reputation of the individual and their Chambers.  Even late remote hearings are 
better than the hours you used to spend commuting and hanging around for a 10 minute hearing! 

5. Costs and Billing 

• The Bar Council has created a useful on-line library of recent Legal Aid Cost Judge Decisions.  

•  Crime news: new training available on Legal Aid Learning: LAA 14 May 2 – online training materials.  

6. Finance Matters 

 Crime news: new training available on Legal Aid Learning: LAA 14 May 21. Training material  

The BBA is still accepting applications for grants under their emergency COVID funding scheme. 90% of 
applications are granted. Any completed Application Form should be emailed to covid19@the-bba.com.   

 
  G&T & CRT          31 May 2021 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/601/pdfs/uksi_20210601_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/4/pdfs/ukpga_20210004_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/605/pdfs/uksi_20210605_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/605/pdfs/uksi_20210605_en.pdf
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/rape-and-sexual-offences-overview-and-index-2021-updated-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pre-sentence-report-pilot-in-15-magistrates-courts
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/news/item/new-guidelines-for-sentencing-common-assault-and-attempted-murder-published/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Assault-Consultation-Response-Final-Website-.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/991117/cm001eng.docx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/991122/cm001notes-eng.docx
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/policy-representation/policy-issues/remuneration/cost-judge-decisions-listing.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/crime-news-new-training-available-on-legal-aid-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/crime-news-new-training-available-on-legal-aid-learning
mailto:Application%20Form
mailto:covid19@the-bba.com
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