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Confidential: These updates are confidential and are intended merely to be cautionary and alert members to developments in 
areas of relevance to Chambers practice and to regulatory issues. As sole practitioners you are responsible for yourselves. 
However, both the BSB, the Bar Council and the ICO (to name a few) are placing an increasing burden on Chambers to monitor 
its members to check that regulatory requirements are met.  

1. Crown Courts 

• Nightingale court opens in Bolton stadium: HMCTS / MoJ: 20 Mar 21. 

• PCS strike planned for 13-15 and 20-22 April: PCS: 30 Mar 21 and 9 Apr 21. OCS withdraw from 
emergency ACAS talks: PCS: 31 Mar 21.  

• Criminal court statistics quarterly: October to December 2020: 25 Mar 21. Part 3 (Criminal Cases in the 
Crown Court) make depressing reading, but at least those figures are 3 months out of date. 

• Crown Court Statistics. The latest figures from HMCTS weekly management information to March 2021 (8 
Apr 21) show little real improvement for March in the Crown Court  

o weekly receipts running between 2,200 and 2,055 (pre-COVID base line [PCBL] 2,203)  

o weekly disposals between 1,973 and 2,145 (PCBL 2,021)  

o outstanding cases 57,516 (a drop of 100 from the previous week but still an overall increase of 
186 on the previous end of month figures) (PCBL 39,331)  

o weekly trials and Newton hearings between 1,416 and 1,478 [PCBL 3,587]  

o weekly cracks between 84 and 100 [PCBL 145]  

o weekly cases vacated between 522 and 614 [PCBL 292]  

2. COVID and the Courts 

• Message from the LCJ: Courts Recovery: 17 Mar 21: 

“. . . . we have seen that technology has many advantages but, in some circumstances, it can also have the 
effect of slowing down work. Over the next few weeks and months as the number of people who have been 
vaccinated against COVID increases and restrictions begin to ease across England and Wales, it will be 
possible and desirable to increase attendance in person where it is safe and in the interests of justice. This 
will be important to maximise the throughput of work. 

The interests of justice are wider than the circumstances of the individual case and include the 
efficient despatch of business in the interest of dealing with cases in all jurisdictions expeditiously. 

There will be a continuing role for judges, magistrates, staff and legal professionals in ensuring 
that the recovery of courts is both safe and successful. Remote and hybrid hearings will still play 
their part in managing footfall in courtrooms and public areas. With more people attending court 
everyone must continue to follow the guidance on social distancing, hand sanitising, the wearing 
of face coverings and any local arrangements. This will ensure that as restrictions are eased, the 
administration of justice continues to be delivered safely.” 

 

https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/strike-action-notice-served-on-ocs-over-court-security-officer-pay
https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/ocs-dispute
https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/ocs-withdraws-from-emergency-talks
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-court-statistics-quarterly-october-to-december-2020/criminal-court-statistics-quarterly-october-to-december-2020#criminal-cases-in-the-crown-court
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/976334/Copy_of_8_4_21_weekly_MI_tables_.xlsx
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/message-from-the-lord-chief-justice-courts-recovery/
http://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/
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• CPS Updated Covid-19 Court Risk Assessment: PSC 18 Mar 21 re PCS dispute with HMCTS and seeking 
to reduce footfall. 

• Rapid testing offered at four more court sites: Leeds and Winchester Combined Courts and Leicester 
and Reading Crown Courts as from 22 Mar: HMCTS: 19 Mar 21. 

• List of Open Nightingale Courts: HMRC updated 16 Mar 21. A new Nightingale 2 court satellite of 
Nottingham Crown Court is opening at the Mercure Nottingham Sherwood Hotel, and 2 additional 
criminal courtrooms in Bolton.  

• Fluid Resistant Surgical Masks (FRSMs) will be issued by staff to professional users on entry to custody 
suites to provide legal consultation: HMCTS operational summary for week commencing Monday 22 
March 2021: Updated.  

• Trials with multiple defendants: progress in the Crown Court: HMCTS / MoJ: 24 Mar 21. 110 courtrooms 
can now hold 3 or more defendants. By 1 April, 44 courts will hold between 7 – 10 defendants, and 27 
more are being converted. 

• COVID-19 and the Courts: Select C’tee on the Constitution: HL Paper 257: 30 Mar 21. Wide ranging 
debate and statistical analysis: legal aid expenditure in real terms fell by 40% between 2010/11 and 
2015/16 and remains at that figure; inter alia recommends courts and tribunals to be furnished with 
adequate funding and technology and timetable published within 3 months; backlog now at record 
levels –urgent Government action and investment required: decline in numbers prosecuted and 
convicted; increased remand population; criticised absence of clear targets and ineffective use of court 
estate and Nightingale courts; lack of published data on number of Nightingale cases, sitting 
hours/days; additional Nightingale courts needed; consider remote jury trials; do not reduce jury 
numbers without Parliamentary debate; future use of remote hearings. 

• COVID-19 Survey of Pupils: Bar Council: 21 Mar 21. Summary: pupillage opportunities decreased by 
35% in 2020; 83% felt supported by their chambers; only 11% unhappy with their supervision. Biggest 
challenges were lack of networking opportunities (82%); interruption to court work (55%); lack of pupil 
supervisor contact (51%); some financial hardship (23%). 

• Key challenges facing the MoJ: Part 1: Recovering from the Pandemic; Part II: Systemic challenges 
across the justice system: Public Account C’tee 52nd Report 2019-2021: HC 1190: 24 Mar 21. 

o We have limited confidence in the Ministry’s plans for reducing the backlog in the court system, 
particularly in criminal courts. 

o [the MoJ] was unable to tell us what level of backlog it was planning for. The Ministry could say at 
least that it aims to reduce the backlog to lower than pre-pandemic levels, but those levels were 
already unacceptably high. 

o Despite previous warnings, the Ministry and HMCTS do not yet have a firm grip on the data they 
need to understand how effective the court reform programme is or its impact on users. 

3. Criminal Practice Updates 

• Judicial Review Consultation launched: MoJ 18 Mar 21 and Consultation document. 

• Independent Human Rights Act Review: MoJ 16 Mar 21 

• Pre-Sentence Report before Plea: Nat. Probation Service / Law Soc: LCCSA: 19 Mar 21. 

• The Code of Practice for Victims of Crime in England and Wales: MoJ: 1 Oct 2005, updated 1 Apr 21. 

• HMCTS Common Platform: participating criminal courts: HMCTS (updated regularly) 

https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/cps-updated-covid-19-court-risk-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rapid-testing-offered-at-four-more-court-sites
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/courts-and-tribunals-additional-capacity-during-coronavirus-outbreak-nightingale-courts
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-weekly-operational-summary-on-courts-and-tribunals-during-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-weekly-operational-summary-on-courts-and-tribunals-during-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://insidehmcts.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/24/progress-on-trials-with-multiple-defendants/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldconst/257/25702.htm?
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/047f34eb-e7ee-42f7-9c36b372fefb6411/Bar-Council-Pupil-Survey-Summary-Findings-2021.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5195/documents/52165/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/judicial-review-consultation-launched
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/970798/judicial-review-reform-consultation-document.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/independent-human-rights-act-review
https://www.lccsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PSR-Before-Plea-Protocol.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974376/victims-code-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-common-platform-participating-criminal-courts
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• Live Link Guidance re overseas witnesses (see attached)  

• ILOR and Live Link Guidance for witnesses and Mutual Legal Assistance outside the UK (see attached) 
CPS: March 21 

• Summary of TCA Notifications per country (see attached) 

• Outcome of unduly lenient sentence referrals: A-Gs Office: updated 6 Apr 21.  

4. Finance Matters 

• Independent review of criminal legal aid: Call for Evidence: MoJ 30 Mar 21. 

 
  G&T & CRT          12 April 2021 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/976186/ULS_case_update_06.04.2021.xlsx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974063/CLAR-call-for-evidence.pdf
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