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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 38  March 2021 

 

Confidentiality: You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in the public domain and 
should be regarded as confidential.  

Members News 

We are delighted that Hannah Willcocks has been formally appointed as Queen’s Counsel, with effect 
from today, 15 March 2021. The appointment ceremony is due to take place later this year (see below). 

Written and Spoken Words 

Congratulations to: 

• Sailesh Mehta for his interview 'It's wrong on a moral level': Sarah Everard vigil reveals dangers of 
police approach to protests, lawyers say, in the i newspaper: 15 Mar 21.  

• Kate Bex for Seeing Red, her opinion piece in the Law Society Gazette 24 Feb 21; for her interview 
IWD Q&A: Kate Bex QC in Counsel magazine: 8 Mar 21; for her input on Sky News and BBC Radio 
5 Live (from 38m 10 secs) on ‘Reclaim the streets vigil & new crime bill’ and on LBC Legal Hour to 
discuss the law relating to women using Self Defence when walking alone (from 34m 10 secs): 15 
Mar 21. 

• Zoë Chapman for her opinion piece, 'A failure to engage', in The Law Society Gazette: 15 Mar 21.  
• Tim Kiely for his article Criminal barrister says UK normalises "violent male behaviour towards 

women": Open Access Government: 15 Mar 21.  

• Simon Spence for his interview with Hattie Suvari on Custody Time Limits - Part 1 on Get Legally 
Speaking: 15 Mar 21 

• Michelle Nelson one of 6 members (with Lord Garnier, Baroness Stern, Erwin James and Dame 
Anne Owers) of the Westminster Commission on Miscarriages of Justice (established in 2019 by 
the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Miscarriages of Justice) on the publication of their report In 
the Interests of Justice: An Inquiry into the CCRC: 8 Mar 21.  

• Nina Tavakoli for her interview with Baroness Heather Hallett in Counsel magazine: Heather 
Hallett for IWD 2021: Making strides : 8 Mar 21.  

• Allison Clare for her guest blog (with additional research by Sarah Taylor-Wilmshurst) in Counsel 
magazine: ‘This is not about us’ - complacency about the Bar’s gender pay gap: 8 Mar 21 . 

• Sailesh Mehta, Laura Jane Miller and Tim Kiely for their work during Justice Week 2021 (1 – 5 
March) with Queen Mary (University of London) Law School in association with ELBA discussing a 
year in Covid and their roles as criminal barristers during a pandemic. 

• Susan Edwards for co-authoring Strangulation and false narratives of consent: Counsel magazine: 
23 Feb 21. 

Silks’ Party – book the date! 

The much-postponed silks party has landed on a date and venue: 5:30 pm – 9:30 pm on 10 September 
2021, at the Roof Terrace, Oval Cricket ground, Kennington. Please make sure it is a not to be missed 
date in your diary! 

https://inews.co.uk/news/uk/sarah-everard-vigil-police-protest-approach-policing-crime-sentencing-bill-human-rights-lawyers-914200?ito=email_share_article-top
https://inews.co.uk/news/uk/sarah-everard-vigil-police-protest-approach-policing-crime-sentencing-bill-human-rights-lawyers-914200?ito=email_share_article-top
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/seeing-red/5107545.article
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/international-women-s-day-q-a-kate-bex-qc.html
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/kate-bex-qc-interviewed-by-radio-5-live-lbcs-legal-hour-and-sky-news-following-reclaim-the-streets-vigil/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000t4nr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000t4nr
https://www.globalplayer.com/catchup/lbc/uk/b8FPjRz/
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/a-failure-to-engage/5107794.article
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/violent-male-behaviour/106138/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/violent-male-behaviour/106138/
https://www.getlegallyspeaking.com/podcasts
https://www.getlegallyspeaking.com/podcasts
https://appgmiscarriagesofjustice.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/session-3-academics-4.pdf
https://appgmiscarriagesofjustice.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/session-3-academics-4.pdf
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/heather-hallett-for-iwd-2021-making-strides
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/heather-hallett-for-iwd-2021-making-strides
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/guest-blog-this-is-not-about-us-complacency-about-the-bar-s-gender-pay-gap.html
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/strangulation-false-narratives-of-consent
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Advocate (Bar Pro Bono Unit) and Annual Practising Certificates 

It’s that time of year again. When completing your practising renewal, the option to donate £35.00 to 
Advocate (formerly the Bar Pro Bono Unit) has been kindly made available by the Bar Council and BSB, 
but it is an entirely independent donation. We have been asked to draw this to your attention and to 
urge you to support it. They do an enormous amount of good work and we do so happily.  

RLC and Clean Break  

On International Women’s Day, RLC launched a fundraiser webinar event in partnership with Clean 
Break Theatre Company as an opportunity to raise valuable funds for the charity and support the arts 
which has been deeply affected by the Covid 19 pandemic with closed theatres and no live audiences. 
Hosted by GJQC, panel members will explore the issues relating to how communities can extend 
women’s sentences after their release, touching on the system, resettlement, societal pressures, why 
women are treated differently to men and the impact on children and families.as well as champion the 
work of Clean Break. The webinar will also include a special preview of a scene from Clean Break’s 
forthcoming play ‘The Favour’ (co-produced with the Bush Theatre) written by actress and playwright 
Ambreen Razia. (See RLC Calendar below for links to register and to donate) 

ELBA and SHIFT25 

See here for more information on March 2021 remote volunteering opportunities with ELBA. 

SHIFT25 are actively seeking blog contributors to write think pieces [see here for previous blogs]. If you 
are interested, please email marketing@18rlc.co.uk to let Crystal and Mary know. 

For regular updates on upcoming volunteering and board matching opportunities, please see our News page on 
the intranet. Contact intranet@18rlc.co.uk if you have any access issues. 

Wellbeing and ‘Meet our Pupils’ 

We have refreshed the content available on the intranet to include many Wellbeing resources here: 
Wellbeing | Red Lion Chambers. This will continue to be updated to include available webinar 
recordings and materials to share as and when they become available. 

Chambers’ have organised a virtual afternoon tea for members to meet with our pupils on Wednesday 
24 March at 4.30pm on Teams, so please do join and say hello. Look out for this in your calendar. 

Cybersecurity Risks  

The European Banking Authority (EBA) was subject (with others) to a global cyber-attack against 
Microsoft Exchange servers on 7 March. Microsoft believe that Hafnium, a Chinese state-sponsored 
attacker was behind it. The cyber-attack either exploited a vulnerability in the email system, or used a 
stolen password. There are serious fears about covert webshells granting backdoor access to email 
servers: Exchange email hack: Hundreds of UK firms compromised: BBC News: 11 Mar 21. 

Fortunately, Chambers operates MS Exchange Online which is not subject to this particular systems 
vulnerability.  

Nevertheless, the bottom line remains the same: we are all at risk. Protect your data as best you can, 
stay alert and practice damage limitation by making sure that all your IT security systems and 
requirements are up to date. The latter are not only professional, prosecutorial and GDPR 
requirements, but are also common sense. 

 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/download/19895/
https://www.shift25.org.uk/blog
mailto:marketing@18rlc.co.uk?subject=SHIFT25
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/private/news/
mailto:intranet@18rlc.co.uk
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/private/infopoint/wellbeing-2/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-56365372
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RLC Calendar (appears in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars)  

Wed 17 Mar: 10:30am – 12:30 pm RL Webinars | Interviews under Caution in a Fire Prosecution: SM, 
LS & LJM, with Warren Spencer (Buckhurst Budd Solicitors) and Richard 
Fowler (East Sussex Fire & Rescue Services) 

Wed 24 Mar: 4:30 – 6 pm RLC Afternoon Tea | Meet the pupils: Alex Benn, Joshua Ellis, Sarah 
Taylor-Wilmshurst, Nicholas Fryer 

Thu 25 Mar: 5:30 – 6:30 pm J6 Series Webinars | ‘Hospital Orders: Practical Considerations’ 
and ‘The New Sentencing Code Examined’: STS, TRJ 

Thu 29 Apr: 6 – 7:15 pm RLC & Clean Break Webinar | ENDLESS SENTENCES: How 
communities can extend women’s sentences after release: GJQC, 
Harriet Wistrich (Founding Director at CWJ), Ambreen Razia (Actress and 
Playwright), Róisín McBrinn (Joint Artistic Director - Clean Break), 
Amanda Richardson (Trustee - Clean Break), Jennifer Joseph, Member - 
Clean Break) [Register here] [Donate here] 

 

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe!   

Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC       15 March 2021 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2021-2/interviews-under-caution/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2021-2/j6-webinars/j6-series-webinar-three/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2021-2/j6-webinars/j6-series-webinar-three/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2021-2/endless-sentences-how-communities-can-extend-womens-sentences-after-release/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2021-2/endless-sentences-how-communities-can-extend-womens-sentences-after-release/
https://redlionchambers-co-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5QgfePybRWG5sEUnI42x_Q
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rlc-cleanbreak

