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Confidential: These updates are confidential and are intended merely to be cautionary and alert members to developments in 
areas of relevance to Chambers practice and to regulatory issues. As sole practitioners you are responsible for yourselves. 
However, both the BSB, the Bar Council and the ICO (to name a few) are placing an increasing burden on Chambers to monitor 
its members to check that regulatory requirements are met.  

1. Crown Courts 

• New ‘Nightingale court’ opens in Taunton with 2 criminal courts (Crown and Magistrates): 10 Feb 21. 
Super court launched to hear gang trials  at Manchester Nightingale: UK News: 18 Feb 21. Aldersgate 
House (Barbican - 2 courts) to open as from 1 March and will take work from Harrow, Isleworth, 
Snaresbrook and Wood Green. 

• 290 courtrooms now available for jury trials. 

• Summary of Crown Court workload for January 2021 from HMCTS weekly operational management 
information March 2020 to Jan 2021: 11 Feb 21. 

o Backlog continue to rise. Latest figures 56,005 for week commending 24 Jan.  
o In each of the 3 weeks after New Year  

 Effective trials 184, 136 and 115 
 Cracked trials 108, 75, 65 
 Ineffective 86, 59, 59 
 Vacated 393, 521, 696 

• Evidence Presentation System (EPS) rolled out to Crown and magistrates' courts for presentation of 
multi-media evidence replacing Clickshare as from 15 Feb. 21: HMCTS: 4 Feb 21.  

• Harrow Spring Update HHJ Rosa Dean: 22 Feb 21. 

2. COVID and the Courts 

• Prosecution of Offences Act 1985 (Specified Proceedings) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Order 2021 SI 
2021 No. 126 allows the police to notify and serve evidence of a COVID related offence on a person. If 
the person pleads guilty, or does not respond, the court can deal with the matter without the CPS 
taking conduct of the proceedings.  

• MoJ is rolling out rapid workforce testing for prisons staff and assessing how it could work in courts: 
Government boost to rapid workplace testing: DHSC: 7 Feb 21. 

• CBA Covid Safety Refresher Document: 2 Feb 21. A slightly alarming document. It contains 
recommendations, not advice and makes the obvious points that nowhere is COVID secure, that risk 
can be reduced, and that emerging facts can change the situation. 

• Lateral Test Flow pilot in Southwark started on 15 Feb: HMCTS. Available to judiciary, jurors, 
contractors and professional court users attending scheduled hearings. Booking required. See details 
here. 

•  PCS Union issues formal notice of trade dispute to HMCTS: chronology and developments: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-nightingale-court-opens-in-taunton
https://uk.newschant.com/uk-news/super-court-launched-to-hear-gang-trials-in-bid-to-clear-backlog-of-50000-cases-uk-news/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960100/11_2_21_MI_tables_.xlsx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960100/11_2_21_MI_tables_.xlsx
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/evidence-presentation-system-to-be-rolled-out-to-crown-and-magistrates-courts
https://www.lccsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/spring-update-for-the-advocates-1.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/126/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-boost-to-rapid-workplace-testing
https://www.criminalbar.com/resources/news/cba-covid-safety-refresher-document-02-02-21/
https://www.lccsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/LFT-Briefing-PCUs-002_2021_02_08.pdf
https://www.lccsa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/LFT-Briefing-PCUs-002_2021_02_08.pdf
http://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/
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o 1 Feb:  PCS Union calls for withdrawal from physical court attendance for CPS employees. PCS: 
Our repeated concerns that the vast feedback from members evidences that courts are not safe 
and that health and safety issues remain unresolved have not yet been satisfactorily answered. 
The Union has issues a formal notice of trade dispute but is still seeking a resolution.   

o 5 Feb: CPS - PCS meet with CEO re health and safety 
o 9 Feb: PCS issues formal notice of trade dispute to HMCTS over failure to act and address serious 

and significant health and safety (COVID) concerns. Statutory balloting between 15 Feb and 5 
March, including at Birmingham, Highbury, Isleworth, Snaresbrook and Southwark. 

3. Remote Hearings 

• Joining a criminal hearing on video as a professional: How to prepare for a video hearing in the Crown 
or magistrates’ court and what to expect: HMCTS 1 Feb 21. 

4.  Criminal Practice Updates 

• Forensic Science Regulator: Forensic science providers: codes of practice and conduct, 2021 and Joint 
statements under Part 19.6 of the Criminal Procedure Rules FSR-G-233 15 Feb 21.  

• Response to the consultation on PACE Codes C and E – (re detention and audio recording of suspects) 
Home Office: 2 Feb 21. 

• Equal Treatment Bench Book: new edition: C&TJ: 24 Feb 21. 

• Treasury Counsel Appointments: Monday 1 March 21: online open evening 5:30 – 7:30 pm for those 
applying this year or thinking of applying next year.  The event will provide:  

o Overview of the monitoree application process, the range of competencies and experience 
needed and the support available to those considering applying 

o Outline of the role and work of a monitoree  
o Overview of how this fits in with wider CPS and Bar work to support diversity and  inclusion 

within the legal profession 
o An opportunity to ask questions about the work of the Treasury Counsel and the 

application process 
o Speakers include: 

 Max Hill QC, DPP 
 Oliver Glasgow QC, First Senior Treasury Counsel  
 The Hon. Mrs Justice Cheema-Grub 

o Q&A panel will include representatives from Office of the Attorney General, Treasury 
Counsel and the CPS. 

 To attend, email Advocate.Panels@cps.gov.uk by 4pm on Wednesday 25 February. 

Additional Information:  
Appointments of Junior Treasury Counsel are based on a monitoring system whereby applicants become 
‘monitorees’ and their suitability for appointment as JTC is  assessed over 2 years.. They will be based, and 
often appear, at the Bailey, but are expected to appear at any court in England and Wales. Applicants should 
have exercised full rights of audience for approximately 10 years (including prosecuting and/or defending in 
criminal cases) and be able to demonstrate first-rate legal skills acquired through experience in a range of work, 
including public law and appellate work. The limited number of vacancies at any time means that there can be 
no guarantee that appointment will follow a successful completion of monitoring. JTC appointments are made 
by the A-G in consultation with the DPP and the Treasury Counsel Committee. The A-G will appoint the 
advocates who appear to be best qualified regardless of age, disability, gender reassignment, marital and civil 
partnership status, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and belief, sex or sexual orientation. Applicants 

https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/cps-court-covid-safety-trade-dispute
https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/cps-pcs-meets-with-ceo-about-health-and-safety
https://www.pcs.org.uk/justice-sector/news/hmcts-formal-trade-dispute-update
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/joining-a-criminal-hearing-on-video-as-a-professional
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/forensic-science-providers-codes-of-practice-and-conduct-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/961139/233_Expert_Joint_Statements_1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/961139/233_Expert_Joint_Statements_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revising-pace-codes-c-and-e/outcome/response-to-the-consultation-on-pace-codes-c-and-e-accessible-version
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/equal-treatment-bench-book-new-edition/
mailto:Advocate.Panels@cps.gov.uk
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should note that although SC security is not a prerequisite for applying, all monitorees will be expected to be 
SC cleared if successful in their application.  

• Judicial Attitudes Survey: C&TJ: 25 Feb 21 

5. Finance Summary 

• Bounce Back loans repayment schedule and terms eased: HM Treasury: 8 Feb 21. 
 Options now include: 

o Extending the length of the loan from six years to ten 
o Making interest-only payments for six months, with the option to use this up to three times 

throughout the loan 
o Pausing repayments entirely for up to six months 

• Pay VAT deferred due to coronavirus (COVID-19): HMRC updated 23 Feb 21. Either pay in full by 31 
Mar 21 or join a further VAT deferral re payment instalment scheme (2 to 11 instalments). 

• Chambers Business Interruption Insurance: we have been informed that our policy still does not 
cover losses suffered as a result of the pandemic 
 

  G&T & CRT          25 February 2021 

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/JAS-2020-EW-UK-TRIBS-8-Feb-2021-complete.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-eases-burden-on-more-than-a-million-businesses-through-pay-as-you-grow-flexible-repayment-options
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
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