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Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters which are not in the 
public domain should be regarded as confidential.  

Just the BIS.   

BIS our Bespoke and International Services group has now been formally accepted and registered 
with the Bar Standards Bar as an association with RLC. This is an exciting new initiative, which is 
unique at the Bar, led by Dame Linda Dobbs CBE. BIS offers a wide variety of services ranging from 
inquests and inquiries/investigations, to mediation, needs assessments, training, monitoring and 
evaluation both in the UK and abroad. The expertise of BIS associate members is multi-
disciplinary. It includes such Chambers luminaries as Dame Linda Dobbs and HH Peter Rook QC, 
as well as other retired senior judges, high level academics, experts in international justice 
systems as well as the international business environment. BIS associates are not barristers and 
cannot offer legal services. It is intended that there will be 12 BIS members initially – so watch the 
website for updates.  

Red Lion Lectures Series 

The second in the series Draining the swamp on UWOs with JFQC and Jasvinder Nakhwal (Peters 
& Peters) was very successful as was the third, ‘Keep Calm and Carry on (Privately) Prosecuting!’ 
with GJQC and Andrew Marshall. The fireside chat format, with DWQC moderating as an 
interviewer was novel and proved to be popular. Can we please encourage attendance at these 
events – they are a marketing opportunity for ALL. 

Juniors u10 Committee  

An inaugural meeting of Chambers ‘J10 Committee’ (Juniors under 10 years call) with the HoCs 
was held on Wednesday 17th April at 5:00 pm. Many thanks for those who attended. There was 
a good discussion with lots of ideas and suggestions made. It was agreed that a permanent Juniors 
Committee would be formed. Issues would be discussed and forwarded for consideration and 
discussion to the HoCs. The J10 would meet on the last Thursday of every month between 5:30 –
7:00 pm (as required) and the HoCs would make themselves available if required to the 
Committee or to individuals. 

Clerks Rooms and Locker alterations. 

The clerks’ room at 18RLC is being refurbished and reorganised to create space for 2 more desks.  
That requires the removal of the pigeon holes. Post lockers will be installed on the far wall 
opposite the photocopiers and members and pupils will be provided with their own individual 
keys.  These changes should be completed by the end of May. 

Musical chairs (and Desks)  

Desk allocation seems to have become a triannual event. Jane Bewsey has kindly agreed to be 
this year’s Desk Master and is collecting acolytes to help.  Desks clearly need to be allocated on 
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the basis of need and use. Will those who are prepared to work without a desk, or to hot-desk or 
share a desk, please let her know? 

Volunteers Required! 

(i) Pegasus Host Required. The Pegasus Trust invites young qualified lawyers, mainly from 
NZ, Australia or S. Africa to do a Masters in Cambridge, meet judges and do marshalling and do 2 
to 4 weeks in the summer in a set of Chambers, following cases and assisting in written work -  a 
bit like a mini pupillage for a qualified lawyer (young English barristers are offered similar 
opportunities abroad). Your role would be to take s/he under your wing, show them round, 
discuss case shadowing with the clerks and find someone for who they could do some paperwork 
if appropriate.  Sara Lawson QC has been a Pegasus host for a few years and needs to find 
someone to replace her asap. Please contact Sara if you are interested. 
 
(ii) ELBA Mentors and Trustees.  ELBA (East London Business Alliance) represents a real 
opportunity for Chambers to undertake some corporate social responsibility and for members to 
do some valuable mentoring and/or gain City contacts. This includes mentoring support to East 
London law students, two themed insight sessions at 18 RLC, and other volunteering 
opportunities.   Details are attached in a separate document. 
 
(iii) Chambers well-being mentors.  We are collating those who have volunteered to act as 
Chambers wellbeing mentors and have started to search for appropriate training. If you wish to 
be considered but have not yet contacted us, please do so.  
 
(iv) Chambers practice mentors.  Jenni Dempster QC set up a scheme some years ago which 
we would like to re-establish.  With more and more people working from home, we need to 
consider establishing of practice mentor groups possibly comprising a new tenant, young tenants, 
middle ranking tenant and silk within a given field of practice. It would not be prescriptive but 
would be intended to allow younger tenants easy access to those with relevant experience. We 
will be in contact.  

MTD affects everyone (including you) 

Making Tax Digital is coming into effect. If your last VAT period ended on 31 March (i.e. you must 
lodge your VAT return and pay by the end of this month - April) your current VAT period (April / 
June) must be MTD compliant, and you will be denied access to the VAT portal when you try to 
make a VAT return in July.  If that applies to you, sort it out with your accountant immediately.  

For most of us, our current VAT period is March /May (payment due at the end of June).  That 
means our first MTD quarter will be June/August.  

An outline note together with a Place Campbell explanatory leaflet is attached. 

Mock Trial and Advocacy Assessment.   

On 18 April, Danielle Manson and Faye Rolfe conducted an assessed mock trial as part of the 
Wood Green Open Day organised by HHJ Noel Lucas QC. Later in the day our 12-month pupils 
Tom Davies, Carolyne Baker and Georgia Lassoff conducted a second mock trial. Our thanks 
to Genevieve, Tim, Lucy, Zoe and David (Pilkington) for playing parts in the trial, and to all those 
who attended and gave their support. It was a fantastic day, which was attended by over 1800 

https://www.innertemple.org.uk/membership-services-support/financial-support-members/pegasus-trust/
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members of the local community. Our thanks have already been sent to HH Judge Lucas QC and 
we express our huge thanks on behalf of Chambers to Michael Goodwin QC and his team.  

PA  

Crystal Fernandes has joined us this week.  She will be directly responsible to the HoCs.  She will 
be assisting us on a day-to-day basis, as well as, assisting with a large number of outstanding and 
regular matters across chambers such as pupillage applications, compliance, updates of website 
content, Committee, regulatory and Chambers functions including social functions etc. It is also 
intended that in due course she will assist with the annual directories submissions. Please 
introduce yourselves. For the time being she will be based in the HoCs room. 

Pupillage applications 

All 20 final round pupils were interviewed on Saturday.  The standard this year was “truly 
incredible” and offers have been made to the top 3. Our thanks to MGQC, DWQC, JBQC, 
Genevieve Reed, Bethan Rogers, Jane Oldfield, as well as to CJQC, Guy Bowden and Andrew Hurd, 
all of who gave up one or two Saturday’s this month to interview. 

Chambers emails 

Please use Chambers email address for all Chambers communications. Do not use personal email 
addresses unless it really is a purely personal matter.  Nor should variations on Chambers email 
address, such as xxx.xxx.secure@18rlc.co.uk etc be used: they should be removed.  

Website and Practice Groups.  

Over the next few months the Website Committee will be reviewing website profiles to check 
that they are up to date, and to ensure consistency of practice headings, that any practice 
groupings are up to date and reflect work actually done. They will be in contact. 

Old Law Books 

Don’t bin your out of date editions. Please put them in the library with a post it marked Donation. 
Patricia Londono will arrange for them to be exported to public libraries in the Commonwealth.   

Forthcoming Events & Dates for you and your Diary 

Thurs 16 May 17:30  AGM 

Tues 28 May 18:00 – 21:00  RL Lecture No. 4 - “Uncle Sam’s backyard”  

Mon 17 June 17:00  London Legal Walk 

Friday 21 June  18:30  Chambers Silks Party – Stationers Hall 

 

Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 
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