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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 8 March 

2019 

 

Confidentiality: You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters which are not in the 
public domain should be regarded as confidential.  

Chambers of the Year 2019 Legal Business Award 

Congratulations again to you all - we were awarded “Highly Commended” (runner up) in the 
Chambers of the Year 2019 category at the Legal Business Awards. The award is displayed in 
reception.  

Member’s Evening: 

We extend our thanks to all of those who were able to join us at the inaugural ‘Member’s Evening’, 
hosted by Michelle Nelson QC and her team David Claxton and Dan Robinson. It was an excellent 
evening, wonderful company, delicious food and a fitting send off for Sara Lawson QC. Chambers 
presented Sara with a Burberry handbag as a token of our thanks for her many years of service to 
chambers. 

Member’s News: 

New Tenants 

Please welcome Laura Jane Miller who joins us from Garden Court. She has a dual practising 
certificate and an extant duty solicitor slot. Although she has only been called for 3 years, she has 
about 10 year’s criminal defence work experience, and has been a freelance solicitor advocate.  

BIS. Professor Cheryl Thomas QC (Hon) and Simon Foy have been offered and accepted Associate 
Memberships in BIS.  

Professor Cheryl Thomas is the Professor of Judicial Studies at UCL. She has conducted ground-
breaking research in the United Kingdom and other jurisdictions on judges, juries, the role of 
diversity in the justice system, and the appointment and training of judges. Her full biography is 
available on the UCL website. 

Simon Foy is a former Metropolitan Police Commander within the Specialist Crime Directorate, 
worked at ACPO (now NPCC), and since leaving the force has been engaged in training law 
enforcement organisations across the justice sector nationally and internationally.  

Door Tenancy (and Regulatory Group) 

Andrew Bano has been offered a door tenancy. He is a former barrister, and for the last 30 years 
he has been (at different times) Chairman of Industrial Tribunals, secretary of the Industrial 
Tribunals Legislation and Rules Committee, Social Security Commissioner, a member of the 
Tribunal Presidents’ Group, one of the founding judges of the Administrative Appeals Chamber of 
the Upper Tribunal, President of the War Pensions and Armed Forces Compensation Tribunal of 
the First-tier Tribunal and a member of the Tribunals’ Judiciary Executive Board. He was the lead 
tribunal judge on information technology and a member of the Judicial Technology Board. He is 
also the author of the standard textbook on statutory compensation schemes for injured 
members of the armed forces, and the joint editor of the Atkin’s Court Forms title on Tribunals 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/laws/people/prof-cheryl-thomas
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and Inquiries. He has also carried out extensive judicial skills training both in the UK and abroad 
on conducting hearings, evaluating evidence, fact finding, structured decision-making, drafting 
reasons and writing decisions.  

Andrew retires from the tribunals in May and is writing another work on Tribunals. He has kindly 
agreed to provide internal seminars on Tribunals to the members of the regulatory group. 

Junior Tenants (10 years call and under) Initiative 

A round table meeting will be held on Wednesday 17th April at 5:00 pm in Room 12, please put 
the date in your diary now. The aim of the meeting is to identify and discuss issues of specific 
importance to junior members of Chambers. The idea is to give everyone the opportunity to 
discuss matters and have their voice heard. The meeting will have a very loose agenda and provide 
the opportunity for junior tenants to express their views or raise any matters they wish. Topics 
could cover the provision of advanced advocacy training, mentoring, transition from pupillage to 
tenancy, desk allocation, building a practice, secondments, parental leave, recruitment, getting 
involved in Chambers, legal writing opportunities, marketing, the use of social media, internal and 
external seminars, Chambers intranet, IT etc. We look forward to seeing you there.  

The HoCs will operate a open door policy specifically for junior tenants on the last Thursday of 
every month, as from Thursday 30 May for 2 hours from 5:00 – 7:00 pm to meet any or all junior 
tenants of 10 years call or under. 

Committee News: 

Sex and Serious Crime 

The Serious Sexual Offences Group and the Serious Crime Group have merged under the 
leadership of Rosina Cottage QC and Kate Bex QC. As with the other Chambers practice/interest 
groups, their goal is to support each other to develop practices, pool expertise and plan events to 
raise their profile and bring in more high-quality work. They are particularly keen to attract junior 
members who would like help with their career development and access to more experienced 
members to ask for advice. If you are not already a member of either of the old groups, please 
email Jane Oldfield if you are interested in joining. 

Diversity 

We thank Michelle Nelson QC for agreeing to take on the role as Chambers Diversity Officer.  

Wellbeing Policy 

A Wellbeing Policy has been approved by the GMC. It will be available on the Intranet. Our thanks 
to Valerie and Lauren. 

Men in suits - Asbestos work.  

We are grateful for those who have tidied their desks and shelves etc. and cleared out old papers 
and unwanted and unnecessary material.  

The work should start on 15 April and be finished in the first week of June.  

• Selected rooms will be worked on Mondays, Tuesday and Wednesdays, leaving Thursdays 
and Fridays to clear/move papers in the relevant rooms. 

• A decontamination unit will be erected in the garden. 
• The rear conference room will be used as their base throughout the period. 
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• We are liaising with Government legal departments about the secure containers which 
some members have in their rooms.  

• We will concentrate on the conference rooms over the Easter break. 
• Please avoid conferences in Chambers if possible – seeing men in white suits might send 

the wrong message! 
• One staircase will be closed for 3 days, but access will be available by the other staircase. 
• There will be an HSE inspection during this period. 
• You will be informed when your room is to be targeted.  

Member Terminology 

We have decided to rationalise our terminology. Tenants are practising barristers and full 
members of Chambers based at RLC. Associate Tenants are practising barristers who are based 
in other Chambers outside London and the South East, but who may undertake work clerked from 
RLC. Associate Members are non-practising barristers and are members of the Business and 
International Services Group (BIS). Door Tenants are non-practising barristers and/or former 
members of Chambers such as judges or are otherwise honorary members.  

London Legal Walk reminder – no Red Lion costumes required (unless you insist.) 

We usually field a Chambers team for the London Legal Walk which will take place this year on 
Monday June 17. The target is for each walker to raise £75.00 or more in donations for various 
London causes. A typical route is RCJ to the Serpentine and back. Please contact Mark Bennett! 
Those who do not go are asked to support the walkers!  

Forthcoming Events & Dates for your Diary 

Wed 10 April  18:00 -21:00  RL Lecture– No. 2. ‘Draining the Swamp’  

Thurs 17 April  17:00 – 19:00 Junior Tenants Initiative (see item above)  

Fri 18 April   Wood Green mock trial  

Tues 30 April 18:00 – 21:00  RL Lecture– No. 3 ‘Keep Calm and Carry on (Privately) 
Prosecuting!’ 

Thurs 16 May   AGM 

Tues 28 May 18:00 – 21:00  RL Lecture No. 4 - “Uncle Sam’s backyard”  

Mon 17 June   London Legal Walk 

Friday 21 June  18:30  Chambers Silks Party – Stationers Hall 

Chambers Calendar 

We are creating a Chambers Outlook Calendar which will contain all Chambers dates, seminars, 
Committee meetings etc., together with other matters of relevance such as CBA seminars. 
Outlook will be capable of being downloaded onto your calendar in you Chambers email account, 
and, if you want, merged with your personal calendar. 

 

Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 

http://www.londonlegalsupporttrust.org.uk/our-events/london-legal-walk-2019/
http://www.londonlegalsupporttrust.org.uk/our-events/london-legal-walk-2019/whywewalk/
http://www.londonlegalsupporttrust.org.uk/our-events/london-legal-walk-2019/whywewalk/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/lecture-series-2019/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/lecture-series-2019/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/lecture-series-2019/

