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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 5 January 

2019 

 

Members’ News 

Mark Guthrie has accepted the offer of an Associate Tenancy and joins our BIS (Bespoke and 
International Services) team.  Mark was a barrister at Took’s Court before joining the OSCE 
(Organisation for Security and Co-Operation in Europe) in 2001 dealing with human rights, war 
crime trials and legal training.  He then worked for the Commonwealth Secretariat from 2009 until 
last year, dealing with diverse judicial issues and liaising with senior judiciary, NGOs and inter-
governmental organisations across the Commonwealth. We welcome him to chambers. 

Chelmsford Clerking 

The HoCs met with representatives of the Annexe and all agreed that the Annexe clerking position 
needs clarification and resolution as a matter of urgency and that a dedicated clerking team in 
Chelmsford should retained. We agreed that it was essential to create and maintain a unity of 
approach between clerking in London and Chelmsford; and that, while acknowledging the 
practical differences arising from working in different locations, both groups can benefit from a 
greater sense of unity. 

After careful consideration, the following solution has been adopted: there will be two Practice 
Managers in Chelmsford, one of whom will be a Lead Practice Manger.  The Lead Practice 
Manager’s internal role would be to supervise and run the Chelmsford clerk's room.  His/her 
external role would be to ensure that there is effective diary liaison with the London clerk's 
room; to put forward and seek to advance the interests of members; to ensure that any local 
or regional difficulties encountered by East Anglian members are represented and 
properly explained to Chambers administration;  to improve communications and working 
relationships with East Anglian solicitors by liaising with local firms including visits where 
appropriate;  to attend local functions/seminars/meetings in the evenings where necessary.   

Those roles would be met by attending the Chelmsford office 3 days a week, and London 2 days 
per week, although in the initial stages there might be a greater proportion of time spent in 
Chelmsford, and it would never fall below 50%.   

That position was advertised to all Chambers staff.  Theresa made it clear that she was not 
prepared to travel to London. We have decided to appoint Chris Jones, who lives in Southend.   He 
would retain a dedicated desk at both sites and all calls would be directed to the site he logs on 
to.   

We propose to utilise Theresa's time and skills by devolving some tasks currently centred in 
London to Chelmsford. The first of these will be the maintenance and updating of members' 
website profiles.   It is likely that this will be supplemented by Chambers directory submissions, 
maintaining Chambers solicitor database and other functions in due course. If required, Theresa 
can be sent on courses to improve relevant skills. 

We are sure that all members will co-operate positively with the new system, help make it work, 
and welcome Chris in his new role.  Although we have made it clear that we intend this to be a 
permanent solution, we will monitor developments, and undertake a review after 3 months and 
6 months. 
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Chambers Conferences:  

Chambers conferences should not be arranged with clients/solicitors directly at short notice. 
Always discuss it first with the clerks.  You cannot assume that our conference rooms are free.  
Sometimes they are not.   

Data Breach 

A barrister (not one of us) has been reported to the ICO 
(Information Commissioner’s Office) for reading case 
papers on a train in clear sight of the public and for openly 
discussing the issues with his/her solicitor.  Unfortunately, 
s/he was doing it within plain sight and earshot of the social 
worker who very properly reported it. 

Moral: Use your nous.  

Careless talk may not now cost lives, but it might impede or 
even cost you your career.  
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CBA Junior Rep.   

Genevieve Reed has kindly agreed to be Chambers, CBA point of contact for juniors under 10 
years call.  

Set up your GovWiFi account.   
In the light of the recent Courts IT debacle you might greet with scepticism the announcement 
that an “improved” WiFi system is being rolled out. It is currently installed in a number of Crown 
Courts including Southwark, Snaresbrook, Chelmsford, Croydon, ILCC, Isleworth, Kingston, 
Norwich, Snaresbrook, Wood Green.  

A GovWiFi account can be used at any GovWiFi enabled location. It appears as an available 
network to connect to on your device.  If your device is set up to connect automatically it will do 
so. 

To set up your GovWiFi account text “GO” to 07537 417417. If you encounter difficulties, a 
helpdesk is available on 0845 600 6909. 

Seminars 

We extend our thanks to Nina Tavakoli and Chris Stone for an extremely instructive and successful 
Rohingya debate; to our pupils for an informative and well-delivered seminar; and to Ed Vickers 
for arranging a fascinating seminar from Cyfor on digital and computer forensics, site analysis and 
e-disclosure.  The rest of the 2019 seminar program will be announced shortly. 

Westlaw 

The Westlaw platform is being updated. Access via the old platform will end in about 6 weeks. You should 
have received an email Thomson Reuters setting out the details. To continue access you need to create 
a ‘One Pass’ profile https://onepass.thomsonreuters.com/v2?bhcp=1  

Tony Shaw QC & Gilly Jones QC.      24 January 2019 
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