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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 3 December 

2018 

 

Legal 500 awards – see here 

Not only did RLC win the Chambers & Partners Crime award for 2018, but we have been 
shortlisted as “Crime Set of the Year” in the Legal 500 awards.   

Chambers Party: 17 December: Inner Temple Hall. Don’t forget! 

This is an important marketing event for chambers. We hope to see most of you. If you have not 
done so please let Joe (Joe.barrett@18rlc.co.uk ) know if you are going to attend, because 
catering arrangements have to be made. Contact those solicitors you invited who have not yet 
responded and encourage them to do so.  

Christmas vacation closures: 22 December to 2 January  

The clerk’s room will be closed from the end of business on 21 December 2018. It will reopen with 
a skeleton staff on Friday 28 December (London only) and Monday 31 December (London and 
Chelmsford). Normal working will resume on 2 January 2019. 

Chambers website 

The order of names on the Chambers website has been altered slightly so that it properly reflects 
length of continuous experience as a lawyer in England and Wales. Where a member has qualified 
and practised as a solicitor before coming to the Bar, his or her place on the website (but not the 
notice board) will be dictated by the year of qualification as a solicitor. This will only apply where 
the qualification and continuous practice occurs in England and Wales.  

Bespoke & International Services  

We are launching Bespoke & International Services (or Business and International Services) which 
comprises Associate Tenants who cannot practice as barristers but can offer various other 
services such as training, sitting, mediation etc. Current members are Dame Linda Dobbs CBE, HH 
Peter Rook QC, HH Michael Topolski QC, and Christopher Stone OBE (Hon). They will be joined by 
HH Roger Chapple (see New Members below).  

Member’s News and New Members 

We congratulate Riel Karmy-Jones QC on being shortlisted for “Crime Silk of the Year” award, and 
Lucy Ginsberg on her election as Second Junior of the South Eastern Circuit. 

Please welcome to Chambers: 

Marc Brown formerly of 187 Fleet Street. His practice is largely based in East Anglia and he is well 
known to and well regarded by Annexe members. We hope he will be able to attend the Chambers 
party. Please introduce yourselves to him.  

https://www.legal500.com/assets/pages/awards/uk/2019/uk-2019-bar-shortlist.html
mailto:Joe.barrett@18rlc.co.uk
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Mary Cowe (2006 call) is joining as an Associate Tenant.  She practices from Guildhall Chambers, 
Bristol and has had glowing reports from local barristers and those with whom she has worked. 
Her profile can be found here.  

Christopher Stone OBE (Hon) and HH Roger Chapple have both been offered Associate Tenancies 
as non-practising barristers operating under the new Bespoke Services umbrella. Christopher is 
an American lawyer. He is chairing the Rohingya discussion next month (see International Group 
below). Roger, formerly the Resident Judge at Inner London CC, is currently sitting in the Cayman 
Islands and has undertaken work in China and Sierra Leone. 

Jonathan Chibafa, has been offered a Door Tenancy. Many of you will remember him when he 
was a tenant here and as a regular attendee at Chambers Annual dinners. He has just taken on a 
new role as Director of Anti-Bribery and Corruption at Exiger. 

Clerk’s Room 

Sadly Amy’s last day with us will be on 21st December: she is leaving us to embark on a journey 
around the world. We thank her for all her hard work and wish her well on her travels. Most of 
her current role will be assumed by Oliver Wrighton who starts as a junior clerk on 2 January 2019.  

Ashley Mutongewa will start with us on Monday 10th December. Ashley has completed 3 years of 
his law degree and will start his final year next September.  While with us he will provide general 
clerking support, and ad hoc reception cover. We also hope that he will be able to provide 
administrative support to practice teams and will work with them in researching projects and 
seminars.  

Chelmsford Consultation 

The Consultation on the Annexe was completed with a 95% response. The GMC will now look at 
the issue with a view to exploring possible solutions, which could be trialled pending final 
resolution by the AGM in the summer.  

2019 Events for your Diary: 

1. Pupil Seminar: 17 January 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

There will be a 1 hour seminar in Chambers at 6:00 pm on 17 January 2019 given by our 
2nd 6 pupils, Danielle Manson, Nicholas Hall and Zoë Chapman, each of whom will be 
speaking for 15-20 minutes on a topic of their choice. Please attend. 

2. International Group 

The international team has organised a panel discussion (followed by a drinks reception) 
on the Rohingya crisis to be hosted by Hogan Lovells on 16 January 2019 at 6.00 pm. It is 
entitled:  

“A panel discussion on the Rohingya crisis, legal and political challenges  

to international accountability.” 

The aim, in part, is to raise the profile of the International practice area in Chambers. We 
would like to know how many members would be interested and committed to attend the 

http://www.guildhallchambers.co.uk/barristers/265/Mary-Cowe/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/barrister/christopher-stone-obe-hon/
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event as we have to decide between a venue audience capacity of between 70 and 150 so 
we need a quick idea of internal Chambers interest. Please let Nina Tavakoli or Mark 
Bennet know if you are interested in attending ASAP. 

The panel is as follows:  

Ambassador Stephen Rapp, former US Ambassador-at-Large for Global Criminal Justice 
and Former Chief Prosecutor, Special Court for Sierra Leone 

Dr Chaloka Beyani, Associate Professor of International Law, LSE and former United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons. 

Dr Champa Patel, Head of Asia- Pacific Programme, Chatham House 

Nina Tavakoli, Barrister, Red Lion Chambers 

Steve Ainsworth: Senior Conflict and Stabilisation Adviser in the UK Government’s 
Stabilisation Unit (former DFID Conflict Advisor in Rakhine State, Myanmar). 

Chair: Chris Stone, OBE (Hon), Associate member of Red Lion Chambers, formerly 
president of the Open Society Foundations and Guggenheim Professor of the Practice of 
Criminal Justice at the Harvard Kennedy School. 

In addition, if you have any guests you would like to invite who practice in international 
law – please let Mark Bennett or Nina know. 

3. Members Evenings (“ME”) 

We have grown. Many of us do a lot of work from home and we rarely meet. That does 
not mean we are misanthropes. To prove it (and at Michelle’s suggestion and with 
Valerie’s support) we are re-introducing Members’ Evenings. To be held quarterly, each 
ME will be hosted by different silks and senior juniors. The first is planned for February – 
watch this space.  

 

With apologies for the length of this document.  

 

Merry Christmas to you all and wishing you a happy, healthy and prosperous 2019! 

 

Tony Shaw QC & Gilly Jones QC. 

 

 


