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Confidential:  These updates are confidential and are intended merely to be cautionary and alert members to 
developments in areas of relevance to Chambers practice and to regulatory issues. As sole practitioners you are 
responsible for yourselves. However, both the BSB, the Bar Council and the ICO (to name a few) are placing an 
increasing burden on Chambers to monitor its members to check that regulatory requirements are met.  
 

1. Chambers Lockdown 

 
Correction: Nick Parkinson’s alternative number is in fact 020 7520 6014  

Chambers Post and DX: 

• Clerks will go to Chambers at least once a week and will check both post and DX.  They also ask those 

members who are in to empty the post box and the leave contents on a desk in the clerks room. 

• You have all been asked to ensure that personal mail is directed to you home address and not to Chambers.  

Unfortunately, about 90% of mail received is still personal. Please correct as and when and where possible. 

• Not much of importance arrives by post these days.  Chambers invoices are received electronically as are 

virtually all case payments (although the occasional cheques still come from the CCA). 

• Use of the DX is pretty much non-existent. DX tends to be copies of LAA statements or Counsel magazine.  

LAA statements can be downloaded electronically in any event.   

• Occasionally a disc or sensitive material will need handing over. Please call the clerks so that appropriate 

arrangements can be made. 

 
2. The Crown Courts (latest figures as at 9 November 20) 

 
Crown Courts Court 

Rooms 
Plexiglas Portakabins CVP trial 

79 Crown Courts 242 232 
& 149 jury rooms 

13 7 
16 Nightingale (29 rooms) 10   
4 Others 4    
Total 256    

 NB. The total number of jury rooms in Crown Courts is approximate.  
 
• Creating safe spaces for socially distanced Crown Court trials: HMCTS 6 Nov 20.  
  
• Current Full list of Crown Courts resuming Jury trials:  C&TJ: 6 Nov 20. 

 
3. Crown Court work 

 
(a) The October statistics for jury trials have been released:  HMCTS 12 Nov 20. Key Crown Court data is set 

out below.  

 

https://insidehmcts.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/06/creating-safe-spaces-for-socially-distanced-crown-court-trials/
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Current-full-list-of-Crown-Courts-resuming-JTs-008.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/934691/12_11_20_MI_tables.xlsx
http://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/
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Week ending Vacated Ineffective Effective Cracked 

Pre-Covid Base 292 80 207 145 
8 Mar 20 431 81 203 150 
15 Mar 20 329 84 176 125 
22 Mar 20 599 145 144 126 
29 Mar 20 693 69 0 19 
5 Apr 20 408 0 0 0 

. . . . . .        
17 May 20 566 0 0 0 
24 May 20 593 0 4 0 
31 May 20 410 3 4 1 
7 June 20  446 1 6 3 
14 June 20  482 1 5 0 
21 June 20  548 3 14 5 
28 June 20  445 6 21 7 
5 July 20  411 13 21 6 
12 July 20  566 7 38 12 
19 July 20  501 8 42 15 
26 July 20  467 7 52 25 
2 Aug 20 517 7 51 19 
9 Aug 20 388 14 53 32 
16 Aug 20 424 17 56 33 
23 Aug 20 429 21 55 32 

30 Aug 20 
6 Sep 20 
13 Sep 20 
20 Sep 20 
27 Sep 20 
4 Oct 20 
11 Oct 20 
18 Oct 20 
25 Oct 20 
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 Comment:  Despite having 250 court rooms up and running by the end of October, the figures are 

disappointing.  For effective and cracked trials, the figures for w/e 25 October are still only 41% of the 

(low) pre-COVID base. Moreover, there has been a recent decline during 0October. Anecdotal evidence 

suggests that this is not so much a result of COVID court outbreaks, but a lack of Court staff caused by 

infection or isolation.  HMCTS are still recruiting but have not announced that they have reached their 

1,300 target recruitment figure.   

  
 

4. COVID and the Crown Courts 

• Organisational COCID-19 Risk Assessment: HMCTS/MoJ  updated 12 Nov. 20 

• Pupils leaving home to accompany barristers to court are leaving home for the purposes of 

education or training exception: s6(4)(b) Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 

4) Regulations 2020. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/934854/HMCTS451_Organisational_Risk_Assessment_A4L_v2.pdf
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• Waiting for a test result – you must not attend Court:  Coronavirus (COVID-19): courts and tribunals 

planning and preparation: HMCTS/MoJ (updated 10 Nov 20. 

 
• Recent COVID incidents in the Crown Courts: 

 
o 3 jurors in a murder trial at Maidstone have tested positive.  The trial was stopped while PHE was 

called in: Kent Online: 10 Nov 20. 

o Oxford murder trial halted after barrister tested positive: thisisoxfordshire: 9 Nov 20.   

o Portsmouth Crown Court confirms positive Covid-19 case: The News: 11 Nov 20.  

o Peterborough Combined Court Centre has reported some positive tests of visitors within the 

last 14 days: 10 Nov. 20. 

 
There are probably more. These are set out to reinforce the following points: 

 
(1) There are reports that the efficacy of social distancing in Court Courts varies considerably. Some 

(e.g. Basildon) are very effective. In others the security staff do not wear masks and ignore social 

distancing, and/or the conditions in, and access to cells and SERCO measures are poor at best.  

Please report such instances to the SEC or to the CBA where they occur. It is in all our interests 

that you do so.  

(2) Despite the LCJ’s strictures, there are reports that some judges are still demanding personal 

attendance even for routine administrative issues. It may be that is because they are short-staffed 

and/or their staff are still unfamiliar with CVP and remote hearings. Report such matters.  

(3) It is absolutely essential that you abide by HMCTS requirement that “court users must wear masks 

in all parts of the building except courtrooms or jury rooms.”  That requirement has been stressed 

in the last two days by the Bar Council, CBA and SEC.  The rule is being widely flouted in some 

courts by some counsel. Quite apart from the obvious health issues, the last thing we need is for 

the finger to be pointed at counsel if there are court outbreaks or trials have to be aborted.  

 
• LCJ ‘s evidence to the Justice Select Committee: 2:31-4:02 pm re COVID, remote hearings etc. 

 
• Listing Decisions: the following principles have been agreed by the Resident Judges on the NE and 

Western Circuits, and the SE Presiders have been asked to consider them (no doubt bearing in mind 

the LCJ’s strictures on remote hearings (see last Update): 

1. Trial advocates must attend trials in person; 
  
2. Where a defendant is required to attend in person any hearing at which it may be necessary to take instructions in 

order significantly to progress the case then the instructed advocates will also be expected to attend in person 
(obvious examples are PTPHs, sentencing hearings, PTRs and triage hearings); 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/kent/news/coronavirus-at-court-puts-trials-on-hold-237138/
https://www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/news/18858218.didcot-murder-trial-delayed-accused-men-isolated-prison-due-covid/?ref=rss
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/crime/portsmouth-crown-court-confirms-positive-covid-19-case-3032251
https://parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/084108cc-9302-44a5-a73d-4a7bb7292373
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3. Where a defendant attends a hearing by CVP then the instructed advocates may also attend by CVP unless their 
physical presence together at Court is likely to facilitate the effective management or resolution of the case.  Please 
note that, if advocates are attending by CVP they will be expected to have obtained full instructions from their 
client and communicated with their opponent in advance of the hearing; 

  
4. Attendance by CVP should be the default position in any hearing that is administrative in nature, regardless of 

whether the defendant is required to attend (for example mentions, compliance hearings, directions 
hearings).  However, if any instructions are likely to be necessary (for instance when re-setting dates) then 
advocates will be expected to have obtained such instructions and communicated with their opponent in advance 
of the hearing; 

  
5. Where the attendance of the instructed advocate is essential to the progress of the case, and that advocate is 

unable to attend in person as a result of another Court commitment in another Court centre, than attendance by 
CVP may be permitted on application, to be determined on a case by case basis. 

  
6. With the exception of trials (see 1. above), attendance by CVP will always be permitted for any advocate who is 

shielding or who, for other proper medical reason, cannot attend Court in person. 
 

5. Sentence: COVID and Gross Negligence Manslaughter 

Overdose of anaesthetics by experienced surgeon under some stress: 20 months suspended. 

Decision to suspend finely balanced but tipped in favour by SC’s guideline note of 23 June on 

impact of imprisonment during the pandemic: Khan 10 Nov 20: Mrs Justice Yip 

 
6. COVID-19 generally 

Guidance on shielding and protecting [the] clinically extremely vulnerable: updated PHE/ DHSC 4 
Nov 20 and New National Restrictions. 

 
7. Regulations and other material. 

 
• Private Prosecutions: safeguards HC Justice Committee cm5801 : 2 Oct 20 

• Consultation on sentencing guidelines for modern slavery offences: Sentencing Council: 14 Oct 20 

• Sentencing Offenders with Mental Disorders: Sentencing Council: in force 1 Oct 20.  

• Changes to the Magistrates’ Court Sentencing Guidelines and associated explanatory materials: in 
force 1 Oct 20. Further details. 
 

• Judicial Diversity and Inclusion Strategy 2020 – 2025: C&TJ: 5 Nov 20. Summary 
• : Cabinet Office updated 5 Nov 20.   

8. Finances 

• SEISS has been updated yet again. Grant 3: capped on 80% of trading profits capped at £7,500 and 

Grant 4 -levels to be set: HMRC: 5 Nov. 20.  

• Applications for Bounce Back loans have been extended (a) to 31 Jan 21 and (b) you can top up any 

existing loan to the maximum amount which remains 25% of your turnover.  Same repayment terms apply 

– 6 year loan; no interest or repayments for 12 months and interest thereafter at 2.5% pa:  DBEIS: updated 

26 Nov. 20 

 

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KHAN-SENTENCING-REMARKS.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmjust/497/49704.htm
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/news/item/consultation-on-sentencing-guidelines-for-modern-slavery-offences-published/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/sentencing-offenders-with-mental-disorders-developmental-disorders-or-neurological-impairments/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/updates/magistrates-court/item/updates-to-the-magistrates-courts-sentencing-guidelines-come-into-force-on-1-october-2020/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/MCSG-changes-1-October-2020.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Judicial-Diversity-and-Inclsuion-Strategy-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/judicial-diversity-and-inclusion-strategy-2020-2025-launched/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
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9. IT Security:   Beware fake HMCTS phishing scams.  This one is currently doing the round. It looks like 
this (below) (obviously with your name added).  There are at least 7 obvious or checkable errors or alerts 
(there are probably more) which I am sure you can spot. (Answers at the end of this Update). 
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10. Phishing Errors and Alerts: Answers 
 
“Penality Notice”  

“Informations” 

No car registration number given 

“Locations started below” 

“if this is not paid” should be “If” (Uppercase I)  

Telephone “temporarily unavailable”  (Unlikely!) 

0342 222 3331.  If you check the 0342 Code on the Internet you will find it is a fake telephone number 

and warned it is likely to be a scam: see https://fakenumber.org/phone/0342. 

Similar warnings have been issued by various Government Departments and Police forces.  

 

 
G&T & CRT           12 November 2020 
 
        
 

 

https://fakenumber.org/phone/0342
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