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Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Members News  

Congratulations to Felicia Davy and Mike on the birth of a healthy 8lb 1oz baby boy on 21 
October.  Mother and son are doing well. 

And congratulations to:   

Sailesh Mehta who has been nominated and shortlisted for the Junior Pro Bono Barrister of the 
Year award in the 2020 Bar Pro Bono Awards: full details: 19 Oct 20. 

Ed Renvoize who has been appointed a Recorder for the South Eastern Circuit with effect from 
12 October (Recorder Appointments: 7 Oct). Tim Godfrey who sits as a District Judge at 
Wimbledon has also been appointed. 

Patricia Londono one of the 36 barristers selected for the Bar Council Leadership Programme, 
an 8 month course which includes seeking an active role in building a positive and inclusive 
culture at and across the Bar.  Unfortunately, as from next year, courses will not be free! 

The Printed and the Spoken Word 

Congratulations and thanks to:  

Joanna Hardy for her review of Fake Law: The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies by the Secret 
Barrister: Law Society Gazette: 26 Oct 20. 

Simon Spence for talking to BBC Radio Sussex (at 3:37 – 4:00) on the impact COVID is having on 
the courts: 23 Oct 20. 

Riel Karmy-Jones for taking part in the Anti-Slavery Day 2020 (at 5:00) video thanking those 
working in the anti-trafficking sector: Human Trafficking Foundation: 20 Oct 20. 

Alastair Fell for his review A barrister’s fraught journey through the ranks (Law Society Gazette: 
19 Oct 20) of Alexandra Wilson’s In Black and White: A Young Barrister's Story of Race and Class 
in a Broken Justice System. 

Allison Clare who was invited to talk about her cases this year in a video presentation by The 
Lawyer on her shortlisting for Barrister of the Year 2020.  

Zoe Chapman for attending this year’s Pupillage Fair as one of the Bar Council Social Mobility 
Advocates. 

Gillian Jones for her appearance on Radio 4’ Woman’s Hour on Rape Convictions: 16 Oct. 20: 
13:40 – 33:30 [Gilly 24:00 +).  

Joanna Hardy for her opinion piece The neglected justice system is on its last legs: Evening 
Standard: 14 Oct 20. 

Riel Karmy-Jones and Nick Hall’s opinion piece Banaz Mahmod: 15 years on, lessons still to be 
learned: Counsel Magazine: 13 Oct 20. 

https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/recorder-appointments/
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/support-for-barristers/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/the-bar-council-leadership-programme.html
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/reviews/myth-and-media-manufactured-outrage/5106109.article
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Kate Bex for her contribution to Natti Suvari’s Get Legally Speaking podcast on Juries and Jury 
Trials – Part 1: 12 Oct 20. 

Laura Hoyano for her contribution to YLJC’s Legal Guide – Intermediaries for Child Defendants: 
7 Oct 20. 

Joanna Hardy whose tweet was picked up by Legal Cheek in  Junior barrister hits back at Boris 
Johnson’s ‘hamstrung’ justice comment in viral Twitter thread: 7 Oct 10 and to her mother who 
went viral on Joanna’s tweet about her 3 tier coronavirus lockdown suggestion to the PM!  

Sailesh Mehta and Mark Guthrie for their opinion piece in Counsel: Promoting and protecting 
judicial independence: Counsel, 8 Oct 20. 

Mary Cowe for co-authoring Practical Advocacy in the Crown Court: Bloomsbury Professional 
Law: 1 Oct 20 (a paperback and e-book).  

David Walbank who continues to issue 5 daily video reviews every week on his CrimeCast.Law 
website. 

Alex Benn is one of our 3 pupils whose start was delayed until January 2021. Currently a Lecturer 
in Criminal Law at University and Pembroke College, Oxford, he is the author of The Big Gap in 
Discrimination Law: Class and the Equality Act 2010: Oxford Human Right Hub Journal 30, a paper 
on whether class should be a protected ground under the EA. He refers in a footnote to RLC’s 
Equality and Diversity policy!  

The end is nigh!  

Well, perhaps not until 2075 according to Terence Mauri, an AI expert and founder of Hack 
Future Lab, AI robots could replace most judges in criminal and civil trials by the early 2070s. The 
robots will be able to identify irregular speech, body temperatures, hand and body movements 
and spot if a witness is telling the truth.  

Of course all it really does is tell us whether witnesses or defendants believe they are telling the 
truth – 50 shades of Turnbull - but it should cut down on the number and length of criminal trials 
and increase pleas.  

“Most senior judges won't have their jobs taken, however, because they will be needed to set legally 
binding precedents, create new laws and oversee appeals. 

And while barristers will be safe to argue their client's case, other legal roles – including solicitors, 
chartered legal executives, paralegals, legal secretaries, and court clerks – will become taken by 
machines too by 2070. 

AI will also replace human judges in criminal and civil hearings in the Magistrate’s courts, county 
courts and family courts where a jury is not required, Mauri thinks.” Daily Mail: 20 Oct 20.  

Chambers Calendar (appears in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars - RLC Calendar)   

12 Nov 20: 5pm Private Prosecutions: KBQC, Maurice McSweeney (Harbour 
Funding) and Simon Davidson (Another Day) 

3 Dec 20: (Times tba) Fire Brigade: SMA 

21 Jan 21: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Financial Services Regulation: RC  

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe!               Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC 

29 October 2020 
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