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RED LION CROWN COURT 

 

 

     REGINA 

 

         -V- 

 

               SAMUEL SMITH 

         ______________________________ 

        BRIEF TO COUNSEL 

         ______________________________ 

 

1. Counsel is instructed to represent Mr Samuel Smith in his bail application on 
19th December 2019 at Red Lion Crown Court. Mr Smith is charged with sexual 
assault on his ex-girlfriend, Miss Crocker. Mr Samuel has provided very brief 
instructions in relation to the charge. He maintains that the incident has been 
invented by Miss Crocker in order to prevent him from seeing their 5-year old 
son, Charlie. He accepts that he was at Miss Crocker’s address as he was 
visiting his son. He says that he left within one hour without any incident. 
 

2. Unfortunately, Mr Smith has previous convictions for failing to attend court 
(1999) common assault (2000) and sexual assault (2015). However, the police 
print out does not mention his conviction for sexual assault and Mr Smith is 
adamant that he does not want counsel to mention this to the judge as it will 
jeopardise his chances of bail. Counsel should be aware that the previous sexual 
offence did not involve Miss Crocker. 
 

3. Mr Smith’s home is a few streets away from Miss Crocker’s address, but he 
could live and sleep at his brother’s address twenty miles away. He would 
prefer to live at his own address for convenience. 
 

4. The prosecution is concerned that Mr Smith will not attend court for his trial 
and that he is obsessed with Miss Crocker. They fear that if he is bailed he will 
continue to abuse her or encourage her to withdraw the allegation. They will 
therefore be opposing bail. 
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5. Rather worryingly, Mr Smith has told his solicitor that if granted bail, he 
intends to go to Miss Crocker’s address to find out why she has made this 
allegation against him. Counsel can be assured that Mr Smith has been told that 
if bailed, he must not attend her address. 
 

6. The Court has been notified that Mr Smith would be willing to agree to 
conditions of bail, including reporting to his local police station, residing at his 
home address and not contacting Miss Crocker. 
 

7. Counsel is asked to use her best endeavours to secure bail for Mr Smith. 
 
 
 
Questions 

 

a. What submissions would you make to the judge in support of Mr Smith’s bail 
application?  
 

b. How would you respond to the prosecution submission that Mr Smith would 
fail to attend court if bailed and that he would try to interfere with Miss 
Crocker? 
 

c. What, if anything, would you say to the judge about the omission of Mr Smith’s 
sexual assault conviction from the police print out? 
 

d. What, if anything would you say to the court about Mr Smith’s intention to 
speak to Miss Crocker if he is bailed? 
 
 

e. Having arrived at court for the bail application, you are given further 
information by the prosecutor about Miss Crocker that confirms your suspicion 
that she is a close friend of your mother. What do you do? 
 
 
Role Play/Advocacy Session 
 
 
 __________________________________________ 


