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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 31  October 
 2020 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

New and past members 

Jonathan Sandiford QC. We are delighted to announce that Jonathan will be joining us as an 
Associate Tenant. His presence reinforces the links we already have with St Pauls Chambers in 
Leeds. His practice is terrorism, crime and more recently Trading Standards work across the 
whole of the UK often involving fraud and copycat websites. Further details here. 

Pamela and Barry Hudson. Our congratulations and thoughts go to Pamela Hudson who 
celebrated her 100th birthday earlier this month. Pamela was married to WMF “Barry” Hudson 
and was an integral part of Chambers social life for many years.  Barry was a posthumous baby: 
his father was killed at the battle of Jutland.  He got a half-blue at Cambridge as a cross-country 
runner before the war, and became a very early member of Chambers which was set up in 1950 
by Fred Lawton whose pupils included Margaret Thatcher and Robin Day.  He acted for Gordon 
Lonsdale in the Portland Spy Ring case.  Lonsdale later turned out to be Konon Molody. Barry 
received letters from his family, but it was really the KGB trying to set up a spy swap –they had 
assumed defence barristers were part of the state.  He took silk in 1967 and was instructed for 
a gang member jointly charged with the murder of Jack “the Hat” McVitie with Ronnie and 
Reggie Kray.  After the trial his client said “I owe my acquittal to God and Mr Hudson.”  Barry 
helped lay the groundwork for the CBA. He remained an active member of Chambers until his 
retirement in the early 90s. He died in 1997, survived by Pamela.  

Dame Linda Dobbs has been selected from thousands of nominations to appear in a new book 
“100 Great Black Britons” which celebrates the lives and contributions of Black British citizens, 
with a forward written by the historian David Olusoga. She will also be featured together with 
other celebrated figures including Mary Seacole, Arthur Wharton and Bob Marley in an ITV video 
which will be aired during Black History Month. 

 

 

https://www.stpaulschambers.com/barrister/jonathan-sandiford/
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Members News  

Our congratulations to: 

Gillian Jones whose Podcast The Criminal Justice System During The Crisis is the second most 
listened to episode of Legally Speaking Podcasts which are now in the top 1% of UK Podcasts.  

Zoë Chapman for her review of ‘The Possibility of Norms’ by Christopher Möllers: Law Society 
Gazette: 14 Sep 20. 

Michelle Nelson and Alastair Fell for their reflections on BLM and Shift25: 15 Sep 20. 

Kate Bex for appearing as a guest speaker on Vanessa Feltz Breakfast show: 17 Sep 20: BBC Radio 
London: (starting at 45ms 10 secs to 59 ms 18 secs).  

Barnaby Jameson for writing a fictionalised account of the lives of spies in the SOE, and to Simon 
Spence for his diligence in studying for his grade 8 exam and AMRSM diploma, both of whom 
feature in Miss the robing room? Try yoga: The Times 17 Sep 20.  Bond meets Beethoven at RLC! 

Sailesh Mehta for co-authoring The algorithm of injustice, an opinion piece about AFR 
(Automated Facial Recognition) in Counsel Magazine: 22 Sep 20. 

Joanna Hardy for being interviewed and cited in 'Farcical' legal hold-ups caused by ageing 
systems: BBC News – Business: 22 Sep 20. 

Laura Hoyano for co-authoring Prosecution Strategies in AR cases (Part 1) and (Part 2): Counsel 
Magazine: 23 Sep 20. 

David Walbank who has launched his website Crimecast.law: Straight Talking About Crime 
which offers podcasts on each of the Top 50 Cases of 2019 and from 1 October video reviews of 
each of The Top 50 cases of 2020. He is planning video case reviews of recent caselaw and 
legislation uploaded at the same time each working day: 5 videos per week each of 10 to 20 
minutes. 

HHJ Lucraft QC, Tom Forster, David Claxton and Aimee Riese for their webinar: Inquests: A 
conversation with the Chief Coroner of England and Wales: 29 Sep 20. 

Simon Spence for The shooting of Sgt. Ratana: How could this happen in custody?: Open Access 
Government: 28 Sep 20.  

Nick Hall for Judging behaviour between consenting adults: Law Society Gazette: 28 Sep 20, a 
review of Stuart Green’s Criminalizing Sex: A Unified Liberal Theory: OUP. 

Legal 500 and Chambers and Partners 

Further congratulations to all who appeared or reappeared in the Legal 500 and Chambers & 
Partners Directories, helped us improve our overall rankings, and led us to being described as 
superb   and a top quality set with excellent barristers at every level.  We are finally listed in Legal 
500’s Tier 1 in Crime and POCA and Asset Forfeiture, as well as maintaining other top rankings. 

https://www.getlegallyspeaking.com/podcasts
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/reviews/moral-philosophys-lessons-for-law/5105556.article
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/rlc-members-share-their-reflections-on-the-death-of-george-floyd-and-what-happens-next/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08psctv
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/law/miss-the-robing-room-try-yoga-qv3tljs2n
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/opinion-the-algorithm-of-injustice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53995282
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53995282
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/prosecution-strategies-in-ar-cases-(1)
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/prosecution-strategies-in-ar-cases-(2)
https://crimecast.law/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/ratana/95080/
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In Chambers and Partners we have maintained our position but 14 members have improved 
their rankings.  The time and effort made by all those who submitted entries benefits Chambers 
as a whole and is really appreciated.  

London Legal Walk 

Our thanks to Jeremy Benson, Allison Clare, Tom Forster, Marcus Rickard, Valerie Charbit, Zoe 
Chapman, Sam Smart, Mark Bennett and Rachel Shepherd who joined us on the London Legal 
Walk 10 x Challenge, running, cycling or swimming. Further details and photographs are on our 
London Walk News page. Our thanks also to all those who contributed or sponsored us, raising 
to date £1,210 (including Gift Aid) for the London Legal Support Trust.  It’s not too late to add 
to the kitty at Virgin Money Giving.   

Chambers COVID Track and Trace 

We have created a QR code for Chambers and printed it out on a poster at the 18RLC entrance 
and both main conference rooms, and at the Chelmsford entrance and the door to its basement 
rooms.  Scanning the code when you enter on your NHS Track and Trace app (using Venue check 
in) will log your entry into the building. It allows users to be notified later if anyone else who 
was in the building or area at the same time has developed COVID symptoms.  

COVID Arms Reopens.  

We are delighted to report that contrary to most hospitality venues, the COVID Arms is not 
closing but plans to reopen under the same management. However, an East Anglian puritanical 
streak must be making a revival: opening hours are now limited the last Friday of every month, 
not every Friday as before! 

Monthly Quiz and Other venues 

Simon Spence and John Lyons have kindly agreed to relaunch Chambers Quiz night as a monthly 
as opposed to a weekly venue. Would everyone who would like to participate in principle please 
let them know by simply sending this email: John.Lyons@18RLC.co.uk?Subject=MONTHLYQUIZ. 
(Just control+ click on it and then send it). Time and day to be agreed. 

Other ideas for the next 6 months as well as for the post-COVID era are welcome. For example, 
we used to have a Chambers cricket team which played a Judges cricket team (good for 
networking – no “men only” rules permitted). We also had a small yachting fraternity which 
included Gilly Jones and Adam Wiseman.  Any ideas for reviving old teams or encouraging new 
ones like setting up book clubs or anything at all are welcome.  Make an effort and help break 
the lockdown!  Please email ideas (however whacky) to Valerie Charbit on 
Valerie.Charbit@18rlc.co.uk?Subject=IDEAS FOR CHAMBERS  who has kindly agreed to collate 
and anonymise them!  

 Legal Quirks and Quips 

“1.  Cheryl Pile brings this appeal to establish the liberty of inebriated English subjects to be allowed to lie 
undisturbed overnight in their own vomit soaked clothing. Of course, such a right, although perhaps of 
dubious practical utility, will generally extend to all adults of sound mind who are intoxicated at home. 
Ms Pile, however, was not at home. She was at a police station in Liverpool having been arrested for the 
offence of being drunk and disorderly. She had emptied the contents of her stomach all over herself and 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/chambers-successfully-complete-the-2020-london-legal-walk-10xchallenge/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=RedLion20&pageUrl=6
mailto:John.Lyons@18RLC.co.uk?Subject=MONTHLYQUIZ
mailto:Valerie.Charbit@18rlc.co.uk?Subject=IDEAS%20FOR%20CHAMBERS
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was too insensible with drink to have much idea of either where she was or what she was doing there. 
Rather than leave the vulnerable claimant to marinade overnight in her own bodily fluids, four female 
police officers removed her outer clothing and provided her with a clean dry outfit to wear. The claimant 
was so drunk that she later had no recollection of these events. 

2. It is against this colourful background that she brought a claim against the police in trespass to the 
person and assault alleging that they should have left her squalidly and unhygienically soaking in vomit. 
Fortunately, because this appeal will be dismissed, the challenge of assessing damages for this lost 
opportunity will remain unmet.”  [Pile v Chief Constable Merseyside [2020] EWHC 2472 (QB) – courtesy 
of JBQC. Other contributions welcome.] 

Contributions from members are welcome whether it is something overheard at court or 
elsewhere, and will be kept confidential, filtered and anonymised. Please send to Valerie Charbit 
at Quirks@18rlc.co.uk.   

Chambers Calendar  

The shared calendar appears in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars   

Proposed RLC webinars (Registration required to attend) 

14 Oct 20: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Overseas Production Orders: SCQC, AR, FR. 

12 Nov 20: 5:00 – 6:00 pm Private Prosecutions: KBQC, Maurice McSweeney (Harbour 
Funding) and Simon Davidson (Another Day) 

3 Dec 20: times tba Inquiries: RK-JQC, EG, PL 

27 Jan 21: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Financial Services Regulation: RC  

 

Suggested Reading  

All suggestions welcome - fiction, history, biography - anything you like provided you think it is 
well written, readable and interesting!  

 

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe!               Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC 

October 2020 

https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2020/2472.html
mailto:Quirks@18rlc.co.uk
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/events/2020-2/overseas-production-orders/

