
CHAMBERS UPDATE 16: Tuesday 13 October 2020 
 
1. Crown Court Work  

• 77 Crown Court, 4 Nightingale and 2 other sites will be open this week. New openings 
include Lewes and the Isle of Wight: HMCTS: 9 Oct 20.  

• 4 others are due to open this month, including King’s Lynn. 

• EOH or COVID Operating Hours test pilots continue at Snaresbrook and Reading as well as 
Cardiff, Kingston-Upon Hull, Stafford and Portsmouth. 

• Plexiglas screens have been installed in 204 court rooms and 109 jury rooms and further 
installations are planned. Portakabins have been installed at Bradford, Kingston-U-H and 
Leeds providing an additional 8 hearing rooms. 

• CVP: HMCTS have issues a reminder: As each court goes live with Common Platform, you 
will need to register for accounts before any hearings you attend.   

The September statistics for jury trials have been released:  HMCTS: 12 Oct 20. Key Crown 
Court data is set out below.  

Week ending Vacated Ineffective Effective Cracked 

Pre-Covid Base 292 80 207 145 
8 Mar 20 431 81 203 150 
15 Mar 20 329 84 176 125 
22 Mar 20 599 145 144 126 
29 Mar 20 693 69 0 19 
5 Apr 20 408 0 0 0 

. . . . . .    . .  . .   . .  
17 May 20 566 0 0 0 
24 May 20 593 0 4 0 
31 May 20 410 3 4 1 
7 June 20  446 1 6 3 
14 June 20  482 1 5 0 
21 June 20  548 3 14 5 
28 June 20  445 6 21 7 
5 July 20  411 13 21 6 
12 July 20  566 7 41 12 
19 July 20  501 10 46 15 
26 July 20  467 8 52 25 
2 Aug 20 517 8 54 19 
9 Aug 20 388 16 64 36 
16 Aug 20 424 21 74 34 
23 Aug 20 429 21 67 33 
30 Aug 20 510 17 65 49 
6 Sep 20 322 24 66 35 
13 Sep 20 446 27 74 42 
20 Sep 20 457 32 96 42 

    
• The above data reflects the practical problems relating to the accommodation of jury trials.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-weekly-operational-summary-on-courts-and-tribunals-during-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-common-platform-account-registration-for-defence-professionals
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/925126/8_10_20_MI_tables_final.xlsx


For the past 8 weeks, committals for sentence have broadly equalled or exceeded the pre-
COVID figure.  Sentences after plea or trial in the past few weeks are approaching 90% of 
the pre-COVID figure.  Preliminary hearings are now exceeding 5,000 cases per week (pre 
COVID about 3,500).   

Receipts are almost back to pre-COVID figures, but outstanding cases continue to rise 
(48,713) compared with the pre-COVID figure of 39,331. The rise appears to be 
accelerating, now approximately 500 cases per week.  However, that apparent increase is 
probably artificial and offset in the earlier figures by the weeding out of older pleas etc. 

However, although the methodology has recently been revised, there is nothing to suggest 
that the broad trends are not accurate.  

2. Other matters 

• Actions Cards (attached) have been prepared for Operations Managers in English Courts 
and Tribunals about the steps they should take to quickly identify and contain any 
potential COVID outbreak. (24 Sep 20). 

• LCJ’s speech at the (Virtual) Legal Wales Conference (9 Oct 20). Worth a quick perusal. It 
deals with COVID, recovery, the further use of IT and chronic past underfunding and 
improved future funding.  “The pandemic has shown how crucial technology is to 
modernisation, and how modernisation is necessary now for the continued effective 
administration of justice.”   

• Apparently a system better than CVP has been under development and piloted, “but the 
strong advice I received was that it would contribute to technology fatigue at a time 
when judges and others were getting used to Skype, Teams, Zoom and the like and that 
it needed further road testing.” 

• The Coronavirus (COVID-19): courts and tribunals planning and preparation guidance 
has been updated by adding a reference to Local COVID alert levels: what you need to 
know: DHSC: 12 Oct 20. 

3. Phishing scams 

• HMCTS warning on email scams: phishing emails are being sent out from HMCTS. At the 
moment they only ask for money. 

4. Chambers COVID Track and Trace 

We have created a QR code for Chambers and printed it out on a poster at the entrance to 
18RLC and both main conference rooms and the Chelmsford entrance and the door to the 
basement rooms.  Scanning the code when you enter on your NHS Track and Trace app using 
Venue check in will log your entry into the building. It allows users to be notified later if anyone 
else who was in the building or area at the same time has developed COVID symptoms.  

5. Finances 

£5,000 Bursary. In case you missed it, members of the CBA under 7 years call from financially 
disadvantaged backgrounds are entitled to apply for a Major Bursary of up to £5,000. Details 
can be obtained from aaron.dolan@criminalbar.com. Closing date 7 December 2020. 

 

https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/20201009-Legal-Wales-2020-For-publication-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmcts-warning-on-email-scams
mailto:aaron.dolan@criminalbar.com


Tax deferral. If you deferred your July tax payment, you may pay it at any time before it is due 
up to 31 January 2021.  Provided you pay in full by that date, no penalty or interest will be 
levied: see Defer your Self Assessment payment on account due to coronavirus (COVID-19): 
HMRC: updated 12 Oct 20. If you owe less than £30k to you might be able to pay by 
instalments using a Time to Pay Arrangement available on line: see If you cannot pay your tax 
bill on time: HMRC. 

 
 
 
Stay well, stay in touch and stay alert!    13 October 2020 
 
G&T & CRT        
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/defer-your-self-assessment-payment-on-account-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc

