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GREEN LION POLICY (Environmental Impact) 
Reviewed September 2020 

We are more aware now than we have ever been of the impact which human activity can have 
on the biosphere. Our carbon-intensive energy infrastructure has already 
led to dangerous levels of global heating and climate change. Our 
collective over-consumption, especially of non-biodegradable single-use 
plastics, has resulted in millions of tons of waste finding its way into the 
oceans and then into our own food supply systems. 

At Red Lion Chambers we are fully aware of, and committed to, the need 
for radical reduction in waste and plastic usage across all levels of society, and doing all that 
we can, over the short and the long term, to reduce our collective impact on the environment 
and to help our individual members do as much as they can. 

So far we have: 

 Implemented a recycling system so that all our waste is currently recycled where 
possible by a waste management company (see table below); 

 Replaced water coolers and plastic cups with water fountains; 
 Substituted soaps and cleaners for those which do not contain palm oil, where 

possible; 
 Sourced milk from a local dairy in reusable glass bottles; 
 Reduced our reliance on single-use hand-wash and washing-up liquid 

containers;    
 Changed our dish-washer tablets to ones with water soluble wrapping and eco-

friendly ingredients; 
 Switched our toilet paper supplier to ‘Who Gives a Crap’, a company that makes 

all of their products with environmentally friendly materials and donates 50% of 
their profits to help build sanitation for those in need; 

 Changed our biscuits to ones wrapped in biodegradable cellophane and 
recyclable cardboard; 

 Replaced our tea and coffee making facilities to minimise their level of waste and 
plastic content; 

 Substituted soft drinks in plastic bottles for ones in glass bottles; and 
 Upgraded our old FSC certified photocopying paper to remove the unnecessary 

plastic packaging.  

In the near future, we aim to: 

 Introduce food waste bins into Chambers in order to decrease both our reliance 
on plastic bin liners and our overall wastage; 

 Help individual members get into good habits with waste disposal and plastic use; 
 Phase in plastic-free stationary and merchandise for Chambers’ events; 
 Review all of the cleaning products used for Chambers; 
 Become a member of the Clean City Awards Scheme. 
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Over the long term, we aim to: 

 Improve the insulation and heat-retention measures in Chambers’ buildings 
wherever possible;  

 Review and improve how Chambers uses its electricity and phase in lower-
energy sources for lighting and heating wherever possible; and 

 Review whether more bike storage facilities can be provided for both members 
and visitors of Chambers.  

All of the above goals are subject to an annual review, to track how near we are to meeting 
them and to highlight new issues as they arise. 

From a thousand small footsteps...  

Becoming zero-waste and plastic-free is a long-term project, but that does not mean that we 
cannot begin to make a difference by doing what we can now. Through the Green Lion initiative 
we hope that Red Lion and its members can set the pace for the rest of the profession in 
dealing with one of the biggest challenges facing us now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CURRENTLY AVAILABLE RECYCLING 
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RLC London Recycling 

Recycle Waste/ Landfill 
Aluminium foil (clean) Aluminium foil (soiled) 
Cans and tins - aluminium/steel cans and tins, 
biscuit tins and Aerosol cans 

 

Books, newspapers, magazines, telephone 
directories, yellow pages, paper (white, coloured 
and shredded), junk mail, envelopes, gift wrap, 
wrapping paper, greetings cards 

Kitchen rolls, photographs, tissues  
 

Cardboard, cereal boxes, cartons, pizza boxes 
(clean and dry) 

Pizza boxes (soiled) 

Plastic bottles (rinsed), bubble wrap, food pots, 
yoghurt pots (rinsed); tubs (including clean 
margarine tubs) and trays  

Polystyrene; Cling film, coffee cups, 
plastic bags (including plastic bags for 
salads, bread , rice/pasta etc.) 

Glass (bottles and jars only) and jar lids Pyrex, window glass and drinking 
glasses 

 Crockery 
 Cotton pads, cotton buds 
 Videos and DVDs 

RLC Chelmsford Recycling 

Recycle Waste/ Landfill 
Aerosols, calculators, cameras, cans and tins 
(food & drink), foil.   

 

Calculators, cameras, cassette, CD and MP3  
tape players,  chargers, computers and small IT 
equipment; small electronic/electrical equipment 
toys and mini hi-fis; mobiles; rechargeable 
batteries; record players; video players. 

CDs, DVDs, cassette tapes and cases 

E-cigarettes; power tools; radios; irons; kettles; 
power tools; radios; foil; hair clippers; hair dryers, 
straighteners and curlers smoke detectors; 
remote controls;  thermostats; toasters, torches; 
watches 

 

Glass bottles and jars  
Clothing (clean); pairs of shoes (with intact 
soles); towels 

 

Books, newspapers, magazines, telephone 
directories, yellow pages, paper (white, coloured 
and shredded), junk mail, envelopes, gift wrap, 
non-foil or glittery wrapping paper, greetings 
cards 

Kitchen rolls, photographs, tissues;  
plastic covers of catalogues; foil or 
glittery wrapping paper.  
 

Plastic bottles (rinsed with lids replaced); rigid 
plastic packaging and cartons (Tetrapak); food 
trays (including black food trays); coffee pods; 
cling film, polythene wraps; carrier bags; flower 
pots; ice cream and food tubs; yoghurt pots. 

Crisp wrappers ; pill packets; wax-
coated coffee cups;  polystyrene; bubble 
wrap; hard plastic, plastic toys and pens 

 Fruit & vegetable netting 
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