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COPYRIGHT 

1.1 The Copyright to any work produced by a member, such as a seminar handout, 
will normally vest in that member as the work’s author, under s.11 Copyright 
Designs and Patents Act 1988. This is unaffected by any Red Lion Chambers 
branding on the work or its production for the furtherance of chambers as a 
whole.  

1.2 If more than one member contributes to a piece of work, then each member 
acquires the Copyright to the part of which he or she has contributed, unless the 
contributions are neither distinct nor separate. If the contributions are neither 
distinct nor separate, then Copyright is held jointly under s.10(1) in common in 
equal shares, unless there is prior agreement between the authors to another 
effect. 

1.3 Although works are automatically protected against further copying, it is good 
practice for a Copyright Declaration to be affixed to the work. Terms in the 
Copyright Declaration may allow certain forms of copying to take place.  

1.3.1 Suggested forms of the declaration are: 
1.3.1.1 Copyright © 2020 A. Barrister and A. N. Other. All rights 

reserved. Copying, hiring, and lending are prohibited. 
1.3.1.2 Copyright © 2020 A. Barrister and A. N. Other. Permission 

granted to reproduce for personal and educational use only. 
Commercial copying, hiring and lending are prohibited. 

1.4 The Copyright to any work produced by chambers’ employees in the course of 
their work will be held jointly by the members of chambers (s.11(2).). On leaving 
chambers, the partial ownership of the Copyright to any work held by a member 
due to this section will revert to the remaining members of chambers. 

1.4.1 When the Copyright of a work is held by all the members of chambers, 
jointly, a suggested form of the Copyright declaration would be: 
1.4.2 Copyright © 2020 Red Lion Chambers. 

COPYING 

1.1 Copying in chambers shall only take place in accordance with Copyright law. 
1.2 Copying “for the purposes of parliamentary or judicial proceedings” is always 

permitted under s.45 Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988.  
1.3 “Judicial Proceeding” is defined as including “proceedings before any court, 

tribunal or person having authority to decide any matter affecting a person’s legal 
rights or liabilities” by s.178.  It should be noted that the law is not settled in 
relation to copying for the purpose of proceedings which are in contemplation 
(see A v B [2000] EMLR 1007; The Bar Council Copyright Guidelines, last 
reviewed May 2020 [7]).  In addition, as noted in the Guidelines “where 
transcripts of proceedings before the courts are copied without the permission of 
the transcriber or of the court, then the court may refuse to receive the copies 
provided” [7]. 
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1.4 When 1.2 does not apply, copying by way of: 
“[f]air dealing with a work for the purpose of criticism or review does not infringe 
any copyright in the work provided that it is accompanied by sufficient 
acknowledgement (unless with would be impossible for reasons of practicality or 
otherwise) and provided that the work has been made available to the public” 
(CDPA 1988 s30).   

In interpreting this provision, chambers follows the Bar Council’s Copyright 
Guidelines (cited above): 

“…we consider that this exemption permits members of the Bar to copy extracts 
from published work which the subject of an advice or which has a bearing on the 
advice being given provided (i) the work (or another work) is criticised or 
reviewed in the advice and (ii) it is necessary to copy the extracts for the 
purposes of such criticism or review” [8]. 

Similar considerations apply when writing articles for publication. The use of 
quotations from a copyrighted work is permitted if the work is publicly available, the 
quotation is “fair dealing”, the extent of the quote is no more than necessary and 
includes sufficient acknowledgement (CDPA 1988 s30 1ZA). 
S29 permits copying for non-commercial personal research or private study.  
However, the Bar Council considers it unlikely that this exception would apply to 
barristers acting in a professional context given its commercial value (Copyright 
Guidelines [10]). 
1.5 When 1.3 does not apply, copying may only take place in accordance with a 

licence for copying granted to chambers by the Copyright holder.  
1.6 The Chambers’ Administrator (currently Joe Barrett) is responsible for 

maintaining a file of any additional ad hoc licences. 

The most recent Bar Council Copyright Guidelines (May 2020) are attached to this 
policy document. 

COPYRIGHT LICENCES GRANTED TO CHAMBERS BY ONLINE LEGAL 
INFORMATION PROVIDER WESTLAW 

1.7 As things stand, the only online resource used by chambers is Westlaw which 
permits a large range of activities and should allow almost every conceivable 
occasion when chambers will wish to make copies. Where use is not covered under 
their permitted usage “written permission for the republication or redistribution of 
any content” would need to be obtained. 
 

The most recent Westlaw permitted usage information sheet (Nov 2018) is attached 
to this policy document. 
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