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CHAMBERS UPDATE 15: Tuesday 29 September 2020 
 
  
1. Chambers Opening and swinging doors 
 

The latest directive (22 September) is that “office workers who can work effectively from home 
should do so over the winter. Where an employer, in consultation with their employee, judges 
an employee can carry out their normal duties from home they should do so.” 
 
Accordingly, Chambers will not now be open throughout the week. Mark takes the view that 
the clerks’ room should be manned with a skeleton staff of volunteers on a rota basis three 
days a week (Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays). If there is an issue which needs cover 
outside those times e.g. service of papers, please speak to the clerks. 
 
Members who are not in court are expected to work from home unless there is a need to go 
into and/or work in Chambers.  If you do go to or work in Chambers, the usual rules about 
notifying the clerks in advance and taking the required precautions in Chambers apply. 
 
You will be informed of any further developments. 
 

2. Crown Court Work  
 

(a) Judicial Blogs:  Introducing Screen solutions at Leeds Crown Court: HHJ Guy Kearle QC: 
C&TJ: 11 Sep 20; Swansea’s Nightingale court: HHJ Geraint Walters: 25 Sep 20. 
 

(b)  Current full list of Crown Courts resuming: C&TJ: 25 Sep 20. St Albans and Birmingham 
Annex resumed on Monday 14 Sep, Lincoln and Stoke-on-Trent on 21 and 24 September 
respectively; and Lowry Theatre, Salford (non-custodial Crown Court work) from week 
commencing 29 September.  Jury trials are also starting from Brighton Magistrates’ 
Court. 74 Court sites and 4 Nightingale courts are now operating.   

 
Courts due to restart jury trials in October 2020 are Doncaster, Burnley, Preston (also at 
the Family Court (Sessions House) Annex), King’s Lynn, Lewes and Isle of Wight 
(Newport).  Salford, York and Middlesbrough Nightingale Courts will be opening this 
week.  

 
(c) Plexiglas screens were installed last week in 53 court rooms and 35 retiring rooms. The 

first Portacabins have been installed Bradford, Kingston-Upon-Hull, and Leeds: see 
generally HMCTS Op. Summary. 28 Sep 20. HMCTS hope to have installed screens in over 
200 courts and 100 jury retiring rooms by 3 October.  

 
(d) Inner London CC: The Plan for Autumn to Winter 2020 by HHJ Usha Karu 9 Sep 20 

(attached) 
 

(e) The SEC leader reports jury trials on our circuit now in the mid 60s.  One or two of the 
smaller Court Centres have now started or are starting to operate at full capacity. 

 
(f) HMCTS state that  

 

https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/introducing-screen-solutions-at-leeds-crown-court/
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/swanseas-nightingale-court/
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Current-full-list-of-Crown-Courts-resuming-JTs-revised-24.09.20.pdf
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• No additional COVID measures have been announced that effect Crown Courts 
 

• Those working in the courts and tribunals service still have keyworker status and 
are deemed essential to running the justice system. 

 
• It remains for the judge in each case to decide whether it is fair and suitable for a 

particular hearing to be dealt with remotely and, if not, what the alternative 
arrangements might be. 

 
• The court’s measures have been tried and tested through local lockdowns, in 

Leicester, Greater Manchester and elsewhere. 
 
Letter from Kevin Sadler, Acting Chief Exec, HMCTS to Amanda Pinto: 23 Sep 20. 

 
3. Other matters 

 
• Additional safety guidance for regular court users: HMCTS updated 14 Sep 20. 

 
• Providing evidence as a witness during the coronavirus outbreak: HMCTS updated 14 Sep 

20. 
 

• An update on recovery in the criminal courts: HMCTS Webinar 23 Sep 20 
 

• Criminal court statistics quarterly: April to June 2020: MoJ 24 Sep 20. Part 3 deals with the 
Crown Court and includes a graph showing the effect of COVID.  

 

 
 

4. COVID law 
 

For remote hearings (here, application for bail in extradition proceedings), where the 
parties’ representatives are satisfied that an audio-only, telephone conference call would be 
sufficient for the hearing in question, and would involve no detriment or prejudice from 
their or their clients’ perspective, that might be preferable to a video conference call: 
Urynowicz v Regional Court of Lodz, Poland [2020] EWHC 2267 (Admin) (Westlaw). 
 

 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/c6e4b6b2-80c8-4eda-bdeffc263436abb5/Message-from-Kevin-Sadler-HMCTS-to-Chair-of-the-Bar.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/917838/HMCTS_COVID-19_Providing_evidence_as_a_witness_during_the_coronavirus_outbreak_14_September_2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/1Sm0sni-qbg
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-court-statistics-quarterly-april-to-june-2020/criminal-court-statistics-quarterly-april-to-june-2020#criminal-cases-in-the-crown-court
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5. Finances 
 
Current changes include: 
 
(i) Claims for the 2nd Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) grant (for those of 

you lucky enough to be entitled to claim) expires on 19 October. To be eligible, your 
business must have been adversely affected by coronavirus on or after 14 July 20. 
Other limitations are spelled out on the relevant HMRC website page (last updated 24 
Sep 20).  Any payment is taxable. 
 

(ii) The SEISS has been extended for a 3rd quarter from 1 Nov. 20: see Self-Employment 
Income Support Scheme grant extension: HMRC 24 Sep 20. The grant is capped at 
£1,875.00. 
 

(iii) Bounce Back Loans (BBLs) repayment time frame eased. The period of repayments is 
being extended from 6 to 10 years, and allowing those who are struggling to make 
interest-only payments or suspend payments entirely for up to six months: Chancellor 
outlines Winter Economy Plan: 24 Sep 20. 

 
(iv) Deferred VAT repayments are no longer required be paid in a lump sum at the end of 

March 2021. You can make smaller payments up to the end of March 2022, interest 
free: Deferral of VAT payments due to coronavirus (COVID-19) updated 25 Sept 20.  

 
Approaches are being made to HMRC to allow those who have deferred their tax bills in July 
and which are now due in January, to spread the repayments. 
 
 
 
Stay well, stay in touch and stay alert!    29 September 2020 
 
G&T & CRT        
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme?utm_source=d5b14402-4402-4922-94fa-366059eddf41&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate#if-youre-eligible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-outlines-winter-economy-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-outlines-winter-economy-plan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19

