
1 

 

 

CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 30  September 
 2020 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Members News  

Our congratulations to: 

Rachel Naylor and Talitha Joy Lisbeth (d.o.b. 21 August) who know joins her bigger sister Cora! 

Paul Evans for his MET Commander’s Commendation for his professionalism, dedication and 
compassion in progressing a serious and complex investigation between 2017 and 2020 (8 Sep 
20). 

Hannah Eales (RLC form 2000-2010) has been made a partner at Kingsley Napley. 

Ed Vickers for setting up a national working group – A Call to Arms – at the behest of the CBA,  
to identify the greatest challenges facing the criminal Bar and to suggest solutions.  

Legal Contributions 

Congratulations to: 

Jeremy Benson QC and Sailesh Mehta for Custody Extension will make justice less fair: The 
Times 10 Sep 20. 

Nina Tavakoli and Dame Linda Dobbs with other members of RL Consulting for their webinar 
Unprecedented Challenges and Opportunities in a Shifting World: 8 Sep 20.  

Georgia Lassoff for her interview and comments in Rape Prevention Tech won’t stop sexual 
assault: Refinery9: 27 Aug 20. 

Tim Kiely for Teaching children the value of law a review of Hirsch and Beaumont’s Equal to 
Everything – Judge Brenda and the Supreme Court: Law Society Gazette: 21 Aug 20. 

Kate Bex QC for her Analysis of the inquest into the death of Caroline Flack: Law Society Gazette: 
20 Aug 20 and her appearance on BBC London’s Breakfast Show on 6 Aug 20 commenting on the 
case. 

Joanna Hardy for appearing in a Legal 500 Podcast (Bonus Episode 3) on social mobility at the 
Bar: 17 Aug 20. 

Genevieve Reed for New law seeking to ban ‘rough sex defence’ unlikely to change trial 
outcomes: The Justice Gap 13 Aug 20. 

Reil Karmy-Jones QC for Has the fight against Modern Slavery been sidelined by Covid19? Lawyer 
Monthly 10 Aug 20 

Keep writing. Keep Talking! 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/custody-extension-will-make-justice-less-fair-m6rlrcfdk
https://www.refinery29.com/en-gb/2020/08/9988446/rape-prevention-technology-apps
https://www.refinery29.com/en-gb/2020/08/9988446/rape-prevention-technology-apps
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/reviews/teaching-children-the-value-of-the-law/5105211.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/practice-points/analysis-of-the-inquest-into-the-death-of-caroline-flack/5105378.article
https://www.legal500.com/podcast/
https://www.thejusticegap.com/the-so-called-rough-sex-defence-is-unlikely-to-change-the-outcome-of-trials/
https://www.thejusticegap.com/the-so-called-rough-sex-defence-is-unlikely-to-change-the-outcome-of-trials/
https://www.lawyer-monthly.com/2020/08/is-modern-slavery-been-sidelined-by-covid/
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Covid Arms: Live!  -a report (by Simon Spence) 

The sun shone on our rather remote bit of Suffolk on Saturday 5 September and we were thrilled 
to welcome the intrepid travellers who came from all points of the compass to visit the Covid 
Arms as the landlord set up his pop up pub in the garden of Kiln Cottage. His Birra Moretti 
machine seemed to enjoy the journey less than others, but nobody could complain that their 
pint did not have a good head on it!  Paxo appeared to have cleared the Waitrose cake aisle and 
Riel turned up with a bean salad with enough garlic in it to keep the Suffolk vampires at bay for 
many months. The liquid contributions made for a very well stocked ice bucket, although Nick 
did his best to empty it single-handedly (leading to a scenic drive back to London for Jane!). The 
burgers and sausages from Impsons of Swaffham were much appreciated. Sadly, the garden 
games remained untouched. Lesson learned by me?  Sitting round a firepit drinking Oban whisky 
into the night with a Glaswegian proves what a lightweight I really am. It was a hugely enjoyable 
and convivial occasion and the subsequent delivery of some beautiful flowers was welcome, 
touching and unnecessary in equal measures. The happy birthday card that came with them 
remains a baffling mystery!!! We were thrilled to welcome so many friends, colleagues and 
family to our home and, if there is an appetite for it within chambers, we are very happy to make 
'Covid Arms: Live!' an annual event. 

News Alerts 

Please share any information you have relating to any upcoming events, webinars or Zoom 
panels you might be part of. We can always consider giving it a plug on Social Media and spread 
the word!  All you have to do is email Mary.Rahman@18rlc.co.uk with the date, time, name of 
event and name of organisation you are working with.  It does not have to be legal – plans to 
row solo across the Atlantic or drive from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego or any charity event might 
well get coverage!  

BSB Audit 

We have been selected by the BSB, together with some other sets, to complete a Regulatory 
return over the next few months. The last one they did was about 4 years ago. Our selection is 
based on their impact assessment of where the most serious consequences are likely to follow 
if something goes wrong. The criteria they used looked at the size of Chambers; the proportion 
of public and direct access work; sets mainly undertaking crime, family, immigration, youth court 
and MLR work. We drew a winning ticket! 

There is quite a lot of work involved. Although they want it limited to 15,000 words they can ask 
for further information. We will have to involve the Committee Chairs in respect of areas which 
concern them.  

But you all need to help. Please comply with Chambers requests promptly - apart from anything 
else it can cost a lot of time and money to chase these things up! For example, please complete 
the 2020 GDPR test if you have not done so (set around again on 10 Sep 20) and make sure your 
GDPR IT records (computer logs, old cases weeded to if retained, an explanation why etc.) are 
up to date. 

mailto:Mary.Rahman@18rlc.co.uk
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The Bar Council had previously asked the SEC to defer this because of the COVID pressures on 
Chambers and staff. The BSB declined. 

Following our response, the BSB will carry out a risk assessment of Chambers.  

AGM and Chambers Calendar  

A reminder that the AGM will take place on Thursday 24 September. The shared ‘RLC Calendar’ 
appears in your Outlook calendar list. If it doesn’t show, follow these instructions to access it: 

• Open your Calendar in Outlook  
• On the Home tab, click Open Shared Calendar 
• Use the "Search for a person..." search box to find the calendar 
• Search for RLC Calendar and click on RLCCalendar@18rlc.co.uk, then click Open.  

The RLC Calendar is also accessible on our Intranet. 

A gentle reminder to those who have forgotten that there will be no Chambers dinner this year 
so the planned date of 9 October has been vacated. 

Proposed RLC webinars (Registration required to attend) 

29 Sep 20: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Inquests: A conversation with the Chief Coroner of England and 
Wales: HHJ Lucraft QC, chaired by TFQC with DC and AR. 

14 Oct 20: times tba Overseas Production Orders: SCQC, AR, FR 

12 Nov 20: times tba Private Prosecutions: KBQC, Maurice McSweeney (Harbour 
Funding) and Simon Davidson (Another Day) 

3 Dec 20: times tba Inquiries: RK-JQC, EG, PL 

27 Jan 21: 1:00 – 2:00 pm Financial Services Regulation: RC  

Suggested Reading (ASQC) 

Fake Law by the Secret Barrister (HB). Another tour de force, this time revealing the stupidity, 
malice and incompetence of media spin and political lies and misinformation behind many of 
the big legal stories of recent years. 

Court No 1 The Old Bailey:  The Trials and Scandals that rocked Modern Britain (PB) by Thomas 
Grant. Oddly enough written by a civil silk. Very readable, with an ear for anecdote and acute 
insight for contemporary issues. Each of the 10 selected cases range from 1907 to 2003 is placed 
in its historical, cultural and legal context. Justifiably a Times Book of the Year. 

Other suggestions welcome - fiction, history, biography - anything you like provided you think it 
is well written, readable and interesting!  

 
 

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe!               Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC 

September 2020 

mailto:RLCCalendar@18rlc.co.uk
https://redlionchambers.co.uk/intranet

