
1 

 

 

CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 29  August 2020 

 
We can but dream…..! 
 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

CPS & SFO Panels  

All those eligible for a CPS upgrade or who require reinstatement or wish to apply to specialist 
panels have been emailed by the clerks with the relevant details.  The online application form is 
somewhat different this year and should be read carefully, including the notes. The SFO panel 
applications are also now open. You have to reapply even if you are currently on a panel, again 
you will have received an email from the clerks. 

In order to assist applicants we have set up a board of in-house application reviewers. Please use 
this facility as it is incredibly difficult to proof your own application. The following members have 
kindly agreed to review applications: Shane Collery, Cameron Brown, Simon Spence, Chris 
Paxton, Jeremy Benson, Rosina Cottage and Kate Bex. This is a formidable panel with huge 
experience, please use them. To book your appointment please contact Shane Collery 
shane.collery@18rlc.co.uk who is acting as the single point of contact and will allocate you a 
reviewer. Do not leave it to the last minute, the earlier you send a draft the better the assistance 
you will get and the greater your chances of success! 

Members News  

It is with great sadness that we announce that Carey Johnston has decided to leave full-time 
practice and retire from Chambers as from the end of July. As many of you will know, Carey has 
been a stalwart of Chambers, shouldering many burdens, including running the Pupillage 
Committee for many years.   I could say that she will be sorely missed, but (i) she will become a 
door tenant immediately; (ii) she has promised to remain in contact; and (iii) she foolishly offered 
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to provide us with any assistance we require in the future, an offer which is too good to refuse! 
We will see her again and when permitted celebrate her retirement! 

Our congratulations to: 

Sailesh Mehta for Juries in Isolation: Spotlight - Counsel p29: July 20 and for being named 
as The Lawyer’s Barrister of the Week: 17 July 20 following his success in the Court of 
Appeal in an environmental case.  

Chris Paxton for his webinar on ‘Homicide’ to CPS Eastern Region. 

Alistair Fell for his interview of Sandile Khumalo, Senior Counsel and former winner of an 
18RLC 3 month UK bursary in 2006. 

Richard Sutton and Rufus d’Cruz for their RLC webinar with Ruby Hamid (formerly RLC 
now of Ashursts) on Directors Liabilities and Disqualification on 22 July 20. 

Zoe Chapman for her opinion piece The fallacy of ’24-hour justice’: Counsel Magazine , 27 
July 20. 

Kate Bex for her article: Time limits for charge by postal requisition following the decision 
of the High Court in Winder v DPP: Lexis PSL 30 July 20 and for her interview on BBC Radio 
London on the evidence given at the inquest of former presenter Caroline Flack and the 
CPS initial decision to caution her, the purpose of an inquest and the effects on mental 
health of tabloid scrutiny: 6 August 2020. 

Laura Hoyano for her opinion piece: Judge-alone trials can delivers justice but only when 
defendants chose them: Counsel p. 31: July 20 

Tom Forster and David Claxton for their article on Casting the Net in the new UK Sanctions 
Regime: New Law Journal: 5 August 2020. 

Keep writing. Keep Talking! 

RLCovid Quiz: an Appreciation by Simon Spence 

From tiny acorns, mighty oaks grow, they say and so it has proved during lockdown for RLC. From 
the kernel of an idea from Kate Bex, sitting in seaside isolation in Rye, to the technical wizardry 
of John Lyons' mastery of breakout rooms, the weekly quiz, which so many of us looked forward 
to every Thursday evening (and many I suspect now miss) was a triumph and a clear reminder 
of the cohesion and camaraderie that binds together this wonderful but geographically disparate 
set of chambers. Over the weeks, there were many surprises as different teams set the quiz and 
we discovered the private passions of members from the questions they set. We also enjoyed a 
rather surreal version of 'Through the Keyhole' as for the first time for many, we saw each others' 
homes. Modesty prevents me from crowing about being a member of the overall victorious team 
but who will ever forget the strange workings of the minds of Nick Hall and Tom Jones as they 
created increasingly imaginative and bizarre picture rounds or the in depth pop knowledge of 
Richard Beynon, clearly a sad loss to radio DJing. 

As one of chambers' country mice, I would just like to say a huge thank you to all who took part 
and entered into the spirit of it with such vigour. One of the great joys of lockdown for me has 
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been becoming much better acquainted with colleagues who hitherto were simply names on a 
board at the entrance to Thornwood House and whom I now feel able to refer to as friends as 
well as colleagues. 

  

RLCovid Arms Live! 

During lockdown the RLCovid Arms met each Friday hosted by RLC’s very own publican Marc 
Brown in his garden bar. Simon Spence has kindly agreed to open The Covid Arms live in his back 
garden on Saturday 5 September 2020. If you would like to attend please contact Simon Spence, 
places are limited and subject to Government guidance, so book early to avoid disappointment!  

RLC Consulting 

Tracey Groves has been invited to join RLC Consulting. She is the director and founder of 
Intelligent Ethics (2017) which deals with corporate governance, financial crime remediation and 
enterprise risk.  She has won numerous industry awards including the Economist’s Top 10 Global 
Women’s Networks (2015), Top 10 Powerful Women in Finance, City AM (2016) and FT’s Female 
Champion of Women in Business (2019). She qualified as an accountant and became a partner 
with PwC in their Governance, Risk and Compliance, Forensic Services sector. Since 2017 she has 
also been a Faculty and Visiting Fellow at Duke Corporate Education and the IDEA Centre, Leeds 
University.  

GMC Election Results 

The election results reported by the Returning Officer (EVQC) are as follows:  

Faye Rolfe (less than 6 years); Dan Robinson (6-11 years: no candidate stood. DR was co-opted 
– see below); David Claxton (11 years + nem con). 

For the 6-11 year group the HoCs selected 4 individuals and approached them in random order. 
Dan Robinson kindly agreed to be co-opted to serve as a representative of that group.  

Pupil Selection 

We had 212 applications this year. 44 went to first round interviews. 12 were interviewed in the 
second round (6 female and 4 BAME). Pupillages were offered to start in January 2022 to Kitan 
Ososami and Grace Khaile.  The overall standard of applicant was exceptionally high and 
candidates referred to our proven track record on diversity, social mobility and diversification. 
This is the first year in which secondary education was not considered as part of the initial sift 
(GR’s suggestion) which seems to have improved diversity at the second stage. 
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We would like to thank Michael Goodwin,  Jeremy Benson, Genevieve Reed, Jane Oldfield, 
Bethan Rogers, Georgia Lassoff and Caroline Baker  for giving up the best part of day to conduct 
the interviews; the pupils for assisting with the running of each interview round and GR for 
setting up, organising and administering the whole recruitment process over many months. 

Working Party: Accommodation Review 

As part of an overall review following the pandemic the two most immediate priorities for 
Chambers to consider at the AGM are recruitment and accommodation.  There is little point in 
looking at alternative accommodation unless we know what sort of working practices Chambers 
will adopt in the future and we have a clearer idea of not only how we will all work but also the 
our wider working environment. To that end, we have set up a working party to discuss and 
review future accommodation needs in London and Chelmsford comprising HoCs, Nick, Mark, 
and Joe, Jane Bewsey, Chris Paxton, Cameron Brown and the three recently elected GMC 
representatives, Faye Rolfe, Dan Robinson and David Claxton.  We will prepare a report 
considering the various available options for full discussion at the AGM. Needless to say, it must 
be kept confidential, if only because it is the last thing we want our landlords to know! 

GMC, AGM and Chambers Calendar  

The next GMC will take place on 9 September. The AGM is planned for Thursday 24 September. 
The shared ‘RLC calendar’ will now appear in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars, 
to access it: 

• Open your Calendar in Outlook  
• On the Home tab, click Open Shared Calendar 
• Use the "Search for a person..." search box to find the calendar 
• Search for RLC Calendar and click on RLCCalendar@18rlc.co.uk, then click Open.  

A gentle reminder to those who have forgotten that there will be no Chambers dinner this year 
so the planned date of 9 October has been vacated. 

 

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe!               Tony Shaw QC and Gilly Jones QC 

August 2020 
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