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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 28   June 2020 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Black Lives Matter and SHIFT 25 

Further to the HoC’s email of 7 June 20, you can read Chamber’s statement - Red Lion and EPBA 
statement: SHIFT 25 – a campaign for a better tomorrow [attached] which the CRT had reviewed 
and agreed. This statement is now being released and SHIFT is launching its own blog. We thank 
Michelle Nelson who has liaised with ELBA to draft it. As we said our statement must set out not 
just our beliefs and wishes but what proactive steps we are taking to combat racism both as a 
Chambers internally, as individuals and in the wider community, in order to provide a legacy of 
change. 

A new BLM Committee has now had its’ inaugural meeting and will look at putting together an 
agenda for change. Its’ Chair is Michelle Nelson, membership is Alistair Fell, Marilyn Vitte, Nina 
Tavakoli and Dan Robinson. If you would like to get involved, please contact Michelle. 

Pupillages Update 

The current crisis obviously has an effect on pupillages: with less court work, there is less 
opportunity to attend court with or without pupil supervisors.   We take the view that our primary 
duty is to those currently undertaking pupillages and to those to whom we have offered 
pupillages. We have a duty to fulfil our undertakings to them and to ensure that they have the 
best opportunity to gain the training and competencies required and have the best crack at 
applying for a tenancy in Chambers if that is what they want.  To that end, we may offer the 
current pupils an option of a third 6 (now called a probationary tenancy) after their formal period 
of pupillage has expired.  The next group of pupils was due in September. With their consent we 
have postponed their start date to January 2022, on the basis that it seems unlikely they will be a 
real upturn in Crown Court work until then. The first sift of applicants for 2 pupillages due to start 
in September 2021 was halted by the lockdown. We had the option of abandoning the process 
altogether or, continuing with it. 

RLC Consulting 

We are delighted that Hélène Smit of Feathers Associates has joined RLC Consulting. Hélène has 
been involved in management training, corporate consultation, depth psychology, psychological 
literacy, leadership and business thinking skills, training and crisis management as well as 
lecturing on those topics at the University of Cape Town and other institutions. She is based in 
the Karoo in the Western Cape and Cape Town, and has worked with Linda over the past few 
years in judicial training programs. 

Senior Counsel 

We are delighted to hear that the Silks Committee has recommended to the Judge President of 
South Africa that Sandile Khumalo be appointed a Senior Counsel (SC). Sandile was a South African 
advocate who obtained a 3 month Chambers bursary some years ago organised by Linda Dobbs 
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(as she then was!) to broaden his experience and understanding. We hope to hear more from him 
in the next newsletter. 

Red Lion Walkers 

Congratulations and many thanks to all those members of Chambers who participated in the 
virtual London’s Legal Walk 2020 (10,000 steps – or more!).  Full details and photographs of some 
intrepid steppers can be seen here! 

Members News  

Our congratulations to: 

Valerie Charbit for speaking on How the Courts approach the Sentencing Council’s Guideline 
on Harm in Health and Safety cases (28 May) at the Health & Safety Lawyers Association 
Zoom webinar. 

Sailesh Mehta’s opinion piece Why the right to peacefully protest trumps (almost) 
everything in the Law Society Gazette: 10 June 20. 

Ed Vickers and Tim Kiely for their opinion piece: Demonstrators who topple statues should 
not be prosecuted: The Times: 11 June 20. 

Kate Bex for poem in Lockdown Lawyers: A collection of COVID-19 poetry available from 
LAG. If you want to know which one is hers you will have to read them all and judge, because 
although the authors are listed, their individual poems are not identified. 

Laura Jane Miller and Georgia Lassoff for Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere: Law Soc. Gazette: 15 June 20. 

Laura Jane Miller for appearing in My Legal Life: Law Soc. Gazette: 22 June 20   

Sailesh Mehta for his Guest Blog for the Bar Council online magazine Bar Talk: Social 
Mobility in a Covid-19 era: 11 June 20 which was followed up in an interview with Legal 
Futures: Large Chambers “should give space to smaller ones”: 17 June 20. 

Aimee Riese who took part in a live Q&A hosted by Lincoln’s Inn for students aspiring to 
join the Bar: 17 June 20. 

Gillian Jones for her podcast The Criminal Justice System during the Crisis for Get Legally 
Speaking: 18 June 20. 

David Claxton and Max Baines for their piece An Analysis of the Sentencing Code in the Law 
Gazette: 20 June 20. 

Jonathan Fisher, Jane Bewsey and Andrew Herd for their contributions to the new edition 
of Arlidge and Parry on Fraud: Sweet and Maxwell: 20 June 20. 

Klentiana Mahmutaj for her article Bribery, Corruption and International Arbitration meet 
again: The case of Alexander Bros Ltd: 23 June 20.  

Joanna Hardy for Locked down and looking ahead: Counsel: 25 June 20 

Tim Kiely for Opinion: After Edward Colston, what next for our monuments to white 
supremacy? Counsel July 20 

Keep writing. Keep Talking! 

 

https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/london-legal-walk/
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/why-the-right-to-peacefully-protest-trumps-almost-everything/5104575.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/why-the-right-to-peacefully-protest-trumps-almost-everything/5104575.article
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/law/demonstrators-who-topple-statues-should-not-be-prosecuted-9q6fkdrnr
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/law/demonstrators-who-topple-statues-should-not-be-prosecuted-9q6fkdrnr
https://www.lag.org.uk/shop/book-title/208154/lockdown-lawyers
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/injustice-anywhere-is-a-threat-to-justice-everywhere/5104640.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/injustice-anywhere-is-a-threat-to-justice-everywhere/5104640.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/my-legal-life/my-legal-life-laura-jane-miller-red-lion-chambers/5104667.article
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/guest-blog-social-immobility-in-a-covid-19-era.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/guest-blog-social-immobility-in-a-covid-19-era.html
https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/large-chambers-should-give-space-to-smaller-ones
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS82MDI5NjIucnNz/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC00MTk1ODIw?hl=en-GB&ved=2ahUKEwjpwN61h5jqAhX3XRUIHXG5AogQieUEegQIChAG&ep=6
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/legal-updates/an-analysis-of-the-sentencing-code/5104692.article
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/bribery-corruption-and-international-arbitration-meet-again-the-case-of-alexander-brothers-limited-hong-kong-sar-v-1-alstom-transport-sa-2-alstom-network-uk-limited-2020-ewhc-1585-comm/
https://www.redlionchambers.co.uk/bribery-corruption-and-international-arbitration-meet-again-the-case-of-alexander-brothers-limited-hong-kong-sar-v-1-alstom-transport-sa-2-alstom-network-uk-limited-2020-ewhc-1585-comm/
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/locked-down-and-looking-ahead
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/opinion-after-edward-colston-what-next-for-our-monuments-to-white-supremacy
https://www.counselmagazine.co.uk/articles/opinion-after-edward-colston-what-next-for-our-monuments-to-white-supremacy
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Unsung Members  

There is a tradition of individuals in Chambers undertaking pro bono work from representing 
death row cases in appeals to the Privy Council to offering their services at Citizens Advice Centres.  
Recently members of Chambers have provided pro bono support for protesters and others have 
sought and received training as impartial Legal Observers. They are to be applauded.  Please do 
let us know if you are undertaking pro bono work as we are proud of the endeavours of our 
members and would like to put it in the Newsletter. 

GMC Elections 

As you know, the GMC comprises Committee Chairs together with elected members from three 
call bands, each of whom serve a 2 year term. Elections should have been held earlier this year in 
April but we were somewhat preoccupied by other events! 

The following representatives’ terms have now expired: Leila Chaker; Jane Oldfield; Dan Taylor; 
and Genevieve Reed.  We need one representative from each of the following call bands: 

• Less than 6 years call at the date of the election 
• At least 6 years but less than 11 years call at the date of the election 
• At least 11 years call at the date of the election. 

Ed Vickers has kindly agreed to be our Returning Officer. 

All those who wish to stand should be seconded by two members from the same call band. 
Candidates and seconders must email EDQC by 12 July.  Please note that no elected member of 
the GMC may serve as an elected member for longer than 6 consecutive years. [Constitution: 
§42]. 

The candidates will be announced on 14 July. If there are two or more candidates for a particular 
call band, members of that band will vote for the candidate of their choice. Voting (probably 
electronic) will close a week after the announcement. 

Chambers' Social Media 

The official social media accounts for Chambers are primarily concerned with promoting our 
events, our successes, and our news. It is a successful and positive medium to communicate with 
the wider profession and the public. This content will often include articles written by our 
members published in the legal or national press. Those articles will almost always have been 
through a rigorous editorial process prior to publication and any opinion piece can ordinarily be 
responded to in kind as part of a healthy debate. If you have an event, achievement or article that 
you would like to be shared on our social media pages then please contact Mary Rahman or Nick 
Parkinson. Very occasionally requests for circulation of material via the official accounts can 
include difficult or sensitive considerations. In those rare circumstances Mary and Nick will refer 
that material to a panel of members: Tom Forster QC, Serena Gates, Max Baines and Jo Hardy. 

Social Media of Individual Members 

The social media accounts of members are a matter for the individual - subject to not breaching 
internal Chambers' policies or the BSB Handbook. Members should not produce social media 
content that implies or suggests it is the view of Chambers as a whole. Individuals should not 
breach any of Chambers internal policies (i.e. harassment, discrimination etc.). Members will 
obviously also wish to comply with the BSB guidance on social media (link below) and which 
should be read. Your core duties are still engaged when you are online. These include, for 
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example, not to bring the profession into disrepute [CD5], to act with honesty and integrity [CD3], 
to keep your client's information confidential [CD6] and not to unlawfully discriminate against 
others [CD8]. Please also bear in mind that re-sharing or re-tweeting the content of others is 
shared in your name - so be sure to read anything you choose to share in full. Please be aware of 
the BSB Social Media Guidance. 

LinkedIn Profiles 

All members are encouraged to set up a LinkedIn Profile. Please note that we are Red Lion 
Chambers not 18RLC.  You have received an email giving you guidance. 

And finally, please do not forget to link with Mary Rahman about any interesting news. 

HoCs and Communications 

We have found one real downside to lockdown and working from home is that when Chambers 
was open, people would pop in for a chat to discuss things, or we would go around Chambers and 
be available for that purpose. Obviously, that is no longer possible. We set up the CRT and the 
Updates to provide members with the latest news, issues, our thinking, and Chambers responses 
to the current crisis as it develops. We set up the group teams’ meetings to allow members to 
discuss issues with contemporaries and to allow issues and concerns to filter up to us, so that we 
and the CRT would be aware of them. Chairs please do stay in contact.  

Any of you are of course free to contact us directly to let us know of any concerns you may have 
or just to touch base.  We do not promise immediate answers, let alone the right ones. What we 
guarantee is that we will listen, discuss the issues raised with each other and get back to you.  You 
can contact either of us by email or Teams chat or telephone at any time. 

Chambers Practice Groups 

We have been asked to remind everyone that anybody can join any Practice Group in which they 
have a genuine interest. If you are not already a member of a particular group which you want to 
join, please contact one of the Chairs of one or more groups. 

Bribery Fraud & Corruption      Shane Collery / Allison Clare 

Serious Crime (Homicide, Sex, Trafficking, drugs and firearms)  Kate Bex / Michelle Nelson  

Regulatory        Valerie Charbit/Sailesh Mehta 

Terrorism        Barnaby Jameson 

International        David Young / Nina Tavakoli 

Anatomy of a Protest 

The RLC webinar – Anatomy of a Protest – will take place on Wednesday 1 July at 1:00 pm. The 
panellists are Michelle Nelson QC, Ife Thompson (BLAM), Marilyn Vitte, Bethan Rogers, Tim Kiely 
and Georgia Lassoff. The proceedings are to be facilitated by Sailesh Mehta, Dan Robinson and 
Helena Spector.    

To attend, please Register Here! 

 

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/uploads/assets/c7cea537-53f8-42a8-9f6d8ef1832a7db9/Social-Media.pdf
https://redlionchambers-co-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T3AO_W3aQzKdvyhE2ZBVPw
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GMC, AGM and Chambers Calendar  

The next GMC will take place on 9 September.  

The AGM is planned for Thursday 24 September. 

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the Chambers Calendar in Outlook. To access it: 

• Open your Calendar in Outlook  
• On the Home tab, click Open Shared Calendar 
• Use the "Search for a person..." search box to find the calendar 
• Search for and click on RLCCalendar@18rlc.co.uk, then click Open.  

 
The shared calendar will now appear in your Outlook calendar list under Shared Calendars.  

Mediation Training 

The Bar Council is offering mediation foundation courses running from July 2020:  “a rigorous five-
day course [that] follows the required Civil Mediation Council and CIArb-recognised 40-hour mix 
of practical workshops, interactive teaching and practical case studies. You can book a place here.  
Other mediation courses offered by the Bar Council delivered in association with the Society of 
Mediators can be found here.  

Nags:   Don’t forget to update your profiles and please complete your GDPR update. 

  

Stay in. Stay in touch. Stay safe & enjoy the sunshine!            Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 

30 June 20 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/training-events/calendar/foundation-mediation-training-jul.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/training-events/training-and-workshops/mediation-courses.html

