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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 25 
Easter 2020 

 

 
Confidentiality: You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in the 
public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Coronavirus Update 

This is the first newsletter since lockdown. These are extraordinary times that we are living in and 
never has it been more important to come together as a Chambers to deal with this crisis. We 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank all those members and staff who have worled tirelessly 
to help chambers adapt to this new challenge – it is greatly appreciated. Importantly, work still 
goes on and we are still open business. As the Courts settle down, work is likely to increase. The 
CRC Updates are intended to keep you informed.  

Members News – There is a new Sheriff in Town 

We are all absolutely delighted to see that Mark Lucraft has been appointed Recorder of London. 
In the light of the current pandemic he is also remaining in post as Chief Coroner. Great news!  

Message from HHJ Sally-Ann Hales QC 

One of Sally’s friends has been spurred by her brother, consultant anaesthetist and intensivist in 
a critical care unit, to organise something of a cottage industry in Richmond making PPE visors for 
front line medics (surprisingly easy with acetate, draft excluder and elastic!). These are one-use 
items per patient and last about 15 minutes. They have already supplied 450 to the Royal 
Marsden. Their biggest obstacle is funding. Here is the link to their fund raising page. Is there a 
similar need near you? 

London Young Lawyer’s Competition: "What are the most important skills for 
lawyers of the future?" 

PRIZES: Publication of the winning entry in The Lawyer; and a copy of the Junior Lawyer's 
Handbook by Eloise Skinner. Entries from all levels welcome (500-700 words). Send your blogs 
to committee@lylg.org.uk. 

Bar Council COVID-19 Survey 

The Bar Council need to know how effectively the Government’s hardship relief alleviates the 
burden faced by barristers and what more is needed to help you. You may think the answers are 
pretty obvious, but if the the BarCo is going to belabour Westminster it needs to use hard data 
not soft anecdotes. Please take the time needed to complete this Survey. 

Group Teams 

We hope you are findings the Group Teams weekly meetings helpful. We understand they have 
now all met. Do please log in. It is an opportunity to catch up with your colleagues, raise any 
queries you may have, as well as share experiences and tips as we all get used to this new way 
of working.  

https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/recorder-of-london-appointed/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/visors-for-the-nhs
mailto:committee@lylg.org.uk
https://r1.dmtrk.net/4CGD-TEOI-2T0IR4-MZFMV-1/c.aspx
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Being Uncontactable?  

The clerks are occasionally struggling to get hold of members. The clerks cannot and will not 
assume that a member is available for work until they have spoken to them – especially in the 
current circumstances. It is therefore imperative that during the working week you respond to 
calls from the clerks promptly, especially as some courts demand that the clerks contact them by 
2:00 pm the day before the hearing to confirm that they have checked that that the advocate is 
still available. We do not want to miss out on any work that comes Chamber’s or more importantly 
your way! 

Chambers AGM 

The Chambers AGM was scheduled for 20 May.  We have decided to reschedule it for the early 
Autumn. 

Chat with MS Teams Chat (with thanks to John Lyons). 

The chat function in Microsoft Teams is very similar to Whatsapp or SMS.  So why use chat? 

• It’s quick and easy. To start click on the “New Chat” button at the top of the screen just 
to the to the left of the Search or type a Command box. All members of Chambers 
are listed, so, for example, as soon as you start typing “ANT” in the box you are offered the 
names Arlidge and Shaw. 

• It’s private – the chat is only viewable by the participants. You can even set up chat 
groups– either a particular Team or a group you specify, e.g. clerks.  

• Use it for informal chats and reserve emails for more formal exchanges e.g. with solicitors, 
rather than the to-and-fro of a chat. The great advantage of that is it will help prevent 
email clutter. 

• Logical storage of messages in one searchable place (under the Chat button on the LHS of 
the screen).  

• You can add files, emojis etc just like Whatsapp.  

• It’s polite. With members working from home and perhaps busy, you can send a 
chat message to ask them to call you when they are free.  

• Real chat – while chatting –just press call and you can convert to a live chat - with or 
without a video link if you have one set up. 

Your Profile Updates 

For those using this time to update their website profiles please ensure that you apply the 
following procedure: 

1. If a simple correction of an error or a simple addition of a quote from a directory, or a 
simple new case is required, please send it to Theresa who will update it. 

2. If a more substantial amendment is needed, please send the draft to 
wbs_committee@18rlc.co.uk.  

Please do not send amended profiles to Joel. He has been told to refuse requests from members 
to update their profiles. (a) There are cost implications to Chambers if the above procedure is not  

mailto:wbs_committee@18rlc.co.uk
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followed, and it is imperative that we keep costs to a minimum at this time, and (b) the procedure 
helps maintain a consistency in style and content.  

Other Things to Do - for you and/or those in your households. 

Apart from doing all those odd household jobs you have been putting off for years, some of you 
may have time on your hands, or you may have children or other members of you household with 
time on their hands or who are simply bored. We can hear a chorus of “You must be joking”. For 
the others there are three solutions: 

1. 50 things to do when you’re stuck at home: Time Out In (Good find Valerie!) 

2. RLC Easter Competition attached at the end of this newsletter. If you have other 
contributions, add them to the Distractions tag (it might mean clicking on “1 hidden 
channel”) in Chambers Teams.  Where relevant, additional clues will be posted there. 

3. RedLionCovid19 Quiz – a quiz evening for the whole household organised by Kate Bex and 
John Lyons. The first is on Thursday 9th April at 8:30 pm via Teams. Sign up here. 

Nags:  Don’t forget your weekly Teams meetings 

Forthcoming Events & Dates for you and your Diary - Easter! 
 

 
 

Stay in. Stay well. Stay in touch and have a Happy Easter.  

 

Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 

 

 

https://www.timeout.com/things-to-do/best-things-to-do-at-home-stuck-inside-bored
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-M2kyu7OnUC-lEQfDqQthy1kA8D2RghPqPZX7umVkmdUQkQ3NVhIVDBYV1NGTjNUNjZGQkJHUUpPTCQlQCN0PWcu
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RLC EASTER COMPETITION 
 

Open to households of all members, clerks and staff. 

 

COMPETITION 1:  What is it? What is it called? 
 

Rules 

(i) Open to everyone in members’ households. 
 

(ii) Clue 1 is below. Additional clues will be sent daily by email. 
 

(iii) Closing entries by email to Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk by 4:00 pm on Wednesday 15 
April 2020 at the latest. Please state your age if below 18. Answers and winners will 
be announced d the following day (16 April). The first correct answer received wins.  

 
(iv) Only one prize per household. 

 
(v) Use what resources you like but please do not ask friends etc. Keep it in your 

household. Ideally, keep it to yourself! 
 

(vi) Handicaps 

Adults (18 or over) have a 3 day handicap. 

15-17 (inclusive) have a 2 day handicap. 

13-14 (inclusive) have a 1 day handicap 

12 and under – no handicap. 

i.e. a correct answer is given at 6:00 pm on Tuesday by an child of 12 beats that given 
by an adult at 6:00 pm on Saturday. 

 
First prize is the item in the picture 
 
Second prize £25.00 Amazon gift voucher 
 
Arbitration 
The answer is in an encrypted text file sent to Kate Bex who has agreed to adjudicate 
in case of disputes. She will be given the password to decrypt the file when the 
competition has ended. 
 
If no-one gets the right answer, the next best answer will receive the second prize.  
 
 
 

mailto:Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk
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CLUE 1. This is the first prize. 
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COMPETITION 2:  What does it say? 
 

No prizes, but a genuine 235 year old code to break.  

NB. The encoder made at least one encryption error. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Email your answer to Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk 
 
 

  

mailto:Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk
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COMPETITION 3. Knight’s Tour 
 

Prize £15 Amazon gift voucher. 

 

A knight has 8 possible moves from the centre of a chess board. It is possible for a knight to cover 
every square on the board without going over the same square twice – a Knight’s Tour.  On an 
ordinary chess board (8 x 8) are 26,534,728,821,064 answers. On a 6 x 6 board there are 19, 724 answers. 
Mathematicians have created all sorts of complex algorithms to calculate answers.  

Solve this one on a 7 x 7 board, starting at 1 and ending at 49.  

You don’t need algorithms or complex formula, just a bit of practice and lateral thinking! 

 

 

RULES 

 
(i) Closing entries 4:00 pm on Wednesday 15 April 2020 emailed to 

Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk. Please state your age if below 18. The first correct answer 
wins and will be published thereafter.  
 

(ii) Handicaps as for Competition 1 apply. 
 

 

 

1       

       

       

   49    

       

       

       
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight%27s_tour
mailto:Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk
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COMPETITION 4 – Complete the Caption  

 

No Prize but the best answers will be printed and announced.  

Send to Antony.Shaw@18rlc.co.uk (only 1 per household please!) 

 

 

 

 

 


