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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 23    March 
2020 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Chambers and Members News 

We are sorry to announce the departure of Richard Wood. We were informed in the summer that 
he planned to wind down his practice and develop other areas. He wished to remain a member 
until he had seen through the last of his cases. We all wish him well for the future. 

We congratulate Tim Godfrey on his appointment as a District Judge. We know that you will all 
wish him every success in his new judicial career. He will start sitting at Wimbledon on 23 March 
2020 and like all judicial appointees will become a door tenant.  

On the same day we are pleased to announce Edward (Ed) Renvoize, formerly of Drystone 
Chambers, will be joining us, following his acceptance of an offer made by the Tenancy 
Committee. Ed lives in East London and practices also in East Anglia.  

Pupils 

Our pupils, Tom, Sam and Helena started their second six month pupillage on Monday, and if not 
already on their feet, soon will be.  We wish them every success and good luck. 

Old Members and Chambers 70th Birthday 

Chambers is 70 years old this year.  It was originally based at 5KBW. One of its members was Fred 
Lawton. In 1950 he took on a pupil, Louis Treacy, who eventually 
practised in Gibraltar where he took silk. Louis Treacy QC (pictured 
here with Max) has just celebrated 70 years of call at Middle Temple.  
He was probably our first pupil. 

 
Coronavirus 

Chambers Contingency Plan. Chambers’ Disaster Plan focuses mainly on the loss of premises, the 
clerks’ room, computers or work product due to natural or terrorist disaster.  It has little 
application to the current circumstances. The Executive Committee’s Coronavirus Contignecy Plan 
(CCP) deals with an epidemic. The risk is currently classed as moderate and the advice is to 
continue business as normal. From a Chambers point of view the principal risk is that situation 
will change if courts are closed or normal court sittings are drastically cut.   

You will all be informed of any material facts which could affect the CCP or of any changes to it.   

Proportionate Responses. There are obvious precautions which should be taken by us all, such 
as regular hand washing, working from home, only coming into Chambers when it is necessary, 
keeping Chambers informed if you come into contact with the virus or become ill. You are asked 
to be sensible, not just for yourselves and the vast majority of Chambers who fall into the low risk 
category, but out of consideration for the members who fall into the higher risk group, one or two 
of whom may fall into both high risk categories. 
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Business as Usual. We reiterate that the current position is to continue with business as usual, 
although it is sensible to take proportionate precautions going forward.  

It is inevitable that some of you will know someone who knows someone who is suspected of 
having come into contact with the virus.  That is no reason for alarm. As of 5 March, of 18,083 
people tested in the UK, 17,968 were confirmed negative (99.36%): only 115 were confirmed as 
positive. 

Sources of Information:  The Government website is updated regularly: Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
UK government response. The latest advice can be found at Coronavirus (COVID-19): latest 
information and advice.  Current Public Health England (PHE) / NHS advice is available on NHS 
Overview Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

RLC Lecture Cancelled 

The lecture on 10 March - A Perspective From The Court of Appeal Criminal Division which was to 
have been given by Master Bedlam, Registrar of Criminal Appeals and RSQC was cancelled. It 
clashed with a UCU strike day which appears to have been supported by students, and there was 
an undersandable reluctance to cross real or even notional picket lines. It is hoped that the 
lecture can be rescheduled later in the year. 

BIS/RLC Consulting Launch cancelled 

The launch of Dame Linda Dobbs Consulting Group has been cancelled. Many City firms are either 
cancelling events or enjoining partners not to attend non-essential meetings. It was thought that 
this would impact upon attendance figures and it will be rescheduled for later in the year.  

Your Linked in profiles 

Some of you are still inhabiting the Chambers of David Etherington QC, let alone Max Hill.  Nothing 
wrong with living in a golden age or nostalgia for times past, but if you want to give at least the 
appearance of being up to date, perhaps you should amend.  Apologies to David and Max!    

Hints and Tips. (1) Turn off your computer overnight (& suggest your friends & family 
do the same). Over a year it would save enough CO2 to fill a double decker bus (UCL 
Sustainability Team). (2) Try electricity providers who use renewable resources - 

Octopus Energy, Ecotricity and Good Energy have all been recommended and / or have the 
highest green rating by Which?, Ethical Consumer & Friends of the Earth.  

Nags 

Do not forget to complete your CPD forms for 2019 and your CPD plan for 2020. 

Forthcoming Events & Dates for you and your Diary 

We aim to have a Chambers Events Intranet diary online by mid April, after Easter. The diary will 
contain all forthcoming Chambers events, Committee meetings etc. 

 

Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

