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CHAMBERS NEWSLETTER No. 21 February 
2020 

 
Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters are not in 
the public domain and should be regarded as confidential.  

Chambers and Members News 
Nigel Povoas QC has been offered a door tenancy. He is an international criminal lawyer who is 
currently working in The Hague where he has been based for the last 5 years. He has worked with 
Alex Milne and is known to some members from when he practised here. 

Peter Wilson-Smith has joined RL Consulting (formerly BIS – see below). He is a founder of 
Meritus Consultants which advises a range of clients on strategic communications and reputation 
management. Before that he spent ten years at Quiller Consultants following a career in the 
media. He was one of the founders of Financial News, worked for the BBC for five years and also 
for The Independent, The Times and Daily Telegraph. He is on the governing council of the Centre 
for the Study of Financial Innovation, chairman of the Oxford School of Drama and a director of 
the Salzburg Global Seminar. 

RL Consulting (formerly BIS) 

BIS has changed its name to RL Consulting. Its inaugural opening event will take place in March. 
The venue is limited so it is by invitation only and naturally targeted at potential clients. Some 
members will be invited. 

Encouraging Judicial Diversity in First time Judicial Appointments  
As part of the Judicial Diversity Committee’s support programme a Judicial Application Seminar 
will be held on Thursday 12 March 2020 at 5:45- 7:45 pm at the RCJ. Place are limited. Details  
here. Criteria: (I) minimum 7 years post qualification experience, (ii) intention to apply for a post 
within next 18 months; (iii) come from an under-represented group I.e. women, BAME, state 
school attendees and/or first-generation university graduates, or legal academics. 

Hints and Tips. 1. Zero waste: a list of zero waste shops near you can be accessed here. 
2. Fabric Conditioner: make your own! 1 part white vinegar, 2 parts water & add approx. 
8 drops of lavender oil. Store in a jam jar. 3. Limescale remover. Learn from your great 

grandparents: use vinegar and/or lemon juice. You can cut lemons in half and rub them on the 
surface to be cleaned. They also used Lemons for numerous other purposes many of which are 
still valid today, as a quick internet search will reveal  e.g. see here. 

Briefed Online Training 
The Briefed online training opened in May 2019. We are pleased that with the last two 
completions this month, all members have completed it.  

GDPR Breach . . there but for the grace of God  . . .  
(i) The Facts 

While undertaking a short hearing in another court, an RLC member left a file of papers in a sex 
trial that completed in the same buiding that day on the desk of a robing room to which there  
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was restricted access. The papers were obviously sensitive, particularly as the defendant had been 
acquitted. On return, the file was gone. A diligent search failed to reveal it. The CPS were 
informed. A report of the breach was prepared for submission to the ICO. The member was 
advised also to prepare to self-report to the BSB  who might regard the loss as "serious 
professional misconduct." 

Hours before the reports were due to be submitted the papers turned up. They had been picked 
up inadvertently by another counsel in the same building. He contacted 5 days after the loss of 
papers and almost certainly only because the Court staff had been kind enough to use their 
records to contact all counsel in Court that day. Fortunately, in those circumstances whilst there 
had been a data loss  it was clear that there had been no risk to the individual.  

Understandably, the member involved suffered significant stress. No one likes having to prepare 
to report themselves to the ICO or the BSB. It could so easily have happened to any of us.  

(ii) Lessons for us all : Practice 

 Do not leave papers or sensitive material unattended even in a robing room which has 
restricted access.  

 Keep all material you are not using in your case in the robing room (preferably locked). 
 Leaving case papers in Court unattended when other cases are interposed or before 

Courts sits is a managed risk if the Court is tended by an usher. However, with cuts in the 
system that is not always the case. Just think before leaving papers unattended and 
consider whether the risks are too high. 

 When you collect your papers, make sure you have not inadvertently picked up anyone 
else's papers. If you discover you have, please contact that person or their chambers as 
soon as possible to report your mistake. Save them the heartache. 

(ii) Lessons for us all: Process 

 Always report any loss immediately to the clerks - MB, or in his absence NP. There can be 
no exceptions.  

 Remember you have 72 hours from the time of becoming aware of the data loss to make 
a decision as to whether to report to the ICO.  

 On the issue of reporting, there are two questions to ask : 
1. In my assessment does the breach involve personal data of living individuals? The 

bar is low, a name is personal data.  
2. How likely is it that the breach will result in a risk to individuals? (That is not limited 

to physical risk). Where you have a data loss to those we do not know it is hard to 
assess there being no risk.  

 Keep a full record of the data lost, the steps you take to try to locate the material and your 
decision process. Write up a full report. It is likely to form the basis of your own report to 
the ICO or Chambers report.  

 Following this course can mitigate your position before the ICO or the BSB. So too can 
evidence showing the steps you have taken to safeguard data since GDPR was introduced. 
The Briefed in online course was part of those steps but many others can be taken. 

 Finally, remember that you are not alone. There is immediate support and advice from the 
senior clerks, the GDPR Committee and other senior members of Chambers. 
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Keeble Advocacy Course: Tues 25 Aug – Sat 29 Aug 2020.  
25 fully funded Scholarships for Juniors. What are you waiting for? 
Regarded as the best Advanced Advocacy Course in the world, it is the only one that offers 
intensive advocacy training beyond the NP level. 25 scholarships are available (5 from each Inn 
and 5 from the CBA) which pay all course fees. The only criteria is that you practise predominantly 
in publicly funded work. Short application form attached. No supporting evidence or references 
required. Every year, scholarships remain unfilled. Get writing! 

Chambers Charitable Donations 
Chambers charitable donations are made to bodies that encourage access to justice and affirm 
the rule of law: e.g. we have regularly supported the Kalisher Trust. Charitable support for other 
causes, however worthy is a matter for individuals. Members who have a personal interest in 
other projects outside Chambers criteria can ask for support in the Newsletter. 

Schooling of Massai children 

Semadep is a Massai village in Kenya which Michael and Natalie Goodwin visited last year. They 
engaged with  www.worldreader.org and secured school funding and educational support. They 
have also set up and run a sponsorship program. Schooling in Kenya is not free, but £50 pays for 
the schooling of one Massai child for one term, £150 for one year. If you would like to read more 
and/or contribute anything towards their project, see the attached document. 

Health and Travel 
Don’t know why we did not think of it before. By the signing-in iPad is a disinfectant gel dispenser. 
Most viruses and bugs are picked up by hand contact, and then transferred to the face. (The 
average person touches their face 23 times an hour, which is why health experts say you should 
wash your hands regularly.) Disinfectant gel reinforces that protection, although it only lasts until 
you next wash your hands! 

Nags 
1. Do not forget to complete your CPD forms for 2019 and your CPD plan for 2020.  
2. 18 RLC:   please sign in and sign out of Chambers to comply with H&S requirements. 

Forthcoming Events & Dates for you and your Diary 

Thu 27 Feb 5.30 or     BoardMatch9 – Accenture, 30 Fenchurch St, EC3M 3BD 
7pm      Register for either session here.  

Thu 27 Feb  5.30 to     HSLA event Likelihood of Risk Relevant to the Sentencing Guideline 
9pm     Register here – Middle Temple, London 

Wed 4 Mar   6.30pm   J5 Lecture series Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery (GL and FK) 
    - in Chambers 

Tue 10 Mar   6pm     RLC Lecture  A Perspective From The Court of Appeal Criminal Division  
     (Master Bedlam, Registrar of Criminal Appeals and RSQC) – Kings College 

 

Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC. 
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