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CHAMBERS UPDATE 9: Friday 01 May 2020 
 
  
MATTERS RELEVANT TO MEMBERS OF CHAMBERS 

 
1. Answer your telephones! 

 
Things are improving, but the clerks are still taking over an hour to get hold of some of 
you. Please keep an eye on your phones! 
 

2. Personal Finances – Coronavirus Bounce Back Loan 
 

According to the CBA you should be able to apply for a coronavirus Bounce Back Loan 
(BBL) provided you were not an “undertaking in difficulty” on 31 December 2019.  You 
are ineligible if you have claimed under CBILS, although you can transfer your CBIL to a 
BBL.   
 
You can borrow between £2k and £50k repayable over a period up to 6 years. The CBA 
suggests the loan will be limited to 25% of your previous year’s turnover up to a 
maximum of £50k.  
 
No fees or interest will be charged on the first 12 months, and the Government will 
work with lenders to agree a low rate of interest for the remaining period of the loan.   
No security is required as it will be 100% guaranteed by the Government.  The scheme 
will be launched next week. See Apply for a coronavirus Bounce Back Loan DBEIS 28 Apr 
20.  
 

3.  Inner Temple Hardship fund 
 
 If you think you are eligible, get in touch with them. So far they have handed out £150k 

to 47 applicants (pupils and some junior tenants). . 
 
4. Early CPS payment Mechanism 
 

The new scheme comes into force on 4 May and permits applications for a COVID-19 
fixed fee.  In brief Chambers can request an upfront £500 UCF fee be paid to the 
instructed advocate for any case that has had an effective PTPH and been formally 
adjourned for a trial that has not yet taken place. 
 
The criteria are set out in Mark’s note which is attached. But he has also identified 
certain problems with the scheme under which members could end up having to repay 
monies to or have monies recouped by the CPS.  
 
As a result, Chambers will not apply for such payments as a matter of routine. Please 
read Mark’s note to understand the issues. Of course, if any member wants an 
application to be made in any case or cases, please tell the clerks and the application(s) 
will be made. 

5. LAA hardship payments 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
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Criminal Legal Aid (Coronavirus, Remuneration) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 SI 472, 
(in effect as from 1 May) reduces the time limit before application for a hardship 
payment from 6 months 1 month, and reduced the minimum value figure at which a 
payment can be made from £5,000 to £450. 
 
The LAA have produced a useful COVID-19 Hardship Payment Scenario. 
 

6. Chambers Finances  
 
We continue to closely monitor Chambers finances, to reduce costs and take all steps 
so that Chambers income and funds can be used to maximum effect. At the same time, 
we are trying to keep basic structures and staff in place so that we can re-expand 
rapidly when the opportunity arises – and it will. 
 

Income 
 

Chambers is seeking to maximise the income of its Members by: 
 
• Taking full advantage of recent initiatives as regards early payment of fees or 

hardship payments 
 

• Swift processing of bills and billing 
 

• Vigorous pursuit of aged debt  
 

Our fees clerks have instructions to prioritise collecting the aged debt of those Members 
whose income is exclusively trial based.  

 
It is imperative that Members ensure that their billing is up to date. Please prioritise 
billing over the next few weeks.  

 
Expenses  

 
We have as you are aware been cutting expenses wherever possible. The major costs 
that remain are premises (rent and rates) and staff. 
 
Premises:  Quarterly rents fall due at the end of June. Our RLC landlords are a family 
trust which also owns hotels. Whilst, undoubtedly, they will be very reluctant to agree 
to cuts, the market place has changed dramatically and continues to do so. We are in 
contact with our agents and are preparing for aggressive negotiations to reduce rental 
costs. The same applies to the Chelmsford landlords.  
 

Staff:  Staff costs have already been cut by furloughing 2 of our most junior clerks. Our 
3 most senior staff suffered an obvious consequential cut in income as part of their 
salary is based on a percentage of receipts. We have taken the decision to furlough the 
three remaining clerks (Chris, Theresa and David) on a rotational basis, so that one of 
them will be working in any three-week furlough period. The timetable for work is: 

Theresa   Friday 1 May – 21 May 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/472/pdfs/uksi_20200472_en.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881744/Hardship_payment_scenarios___COVID-19_transmission_period.pdf
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David   1 May – 8 June 
Chris   22 May – 30 June 
Theresa   9 June – 30 June 

 
The above approach has the advantage of allowing all three to keep abreast of 
developments. Chris and Theresa have of course operated largely from Chelmsford and 
David has also experience of the annexe.  If needs be, those on furlough can be swiftly 
“reactivated”. 

 
Crystal will also be furloughed in the second week in May 2020.  The additional couple 
of weeks is to enable her to complete her assistance on AETO applications, Chambers 
policy reviews, and the development of the Webinars. 

 
Freelancers: We are also seeking substantially to re-negotiate Mary Rahman’s contract 
and Joel Solon’s hours have been reduced to those necessary to maintain our website.  
 

7. CPS and self-employed Bar Statement of Principles 
 
A COVID-19 Statement of Principles  was sent by the CPS to Amanda Pinto setting out the 
principles by which the CPS propose to work with the Bar in the coming months. She notes 
that implementation of the practical measures will be based on local business need. 

 
8. SEC HoCs meeting: Wednesday 29 April 2020: 4:00 – 5:15 pm.  43 attending 

  
There was little further to report following the CBA’s Monday newsletter. 
 

• Advance payments and hardship payments amounted to no more than kicking the 
can down the road.  
 

• CVP was being rolled out swiftly. Each Prison is currently being provided with 16 
CVP links.  

 
• The bar to resumption of jury trials was not technical. The problems were those of 

capacity and time.  
 

• It was becoming apparent that online hearings took 2 or 3 times longer than old 
style advocacy hearings. 

 
• Physical hearings maintaining the required physical distancing were a real 

challenge. 
 

• Only 30% of court staff are working because the rest are self-isolating.   
 

• Nothing could or was being reported from the Edis Committee. However, it 
appeared that it was concerned largely with practical issues. It had been made 
clear that any decision to resume trials would be made solely by the Lord 
Chancellor and the LCJ alone. 

 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/9b47497f-07a6-412b-9660b833a266f3ba/CPS-CEO-Statement-of-Principles.pdf
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• Local initiatives appeared to be more promising. The Cambridge Bar Mess has a 
working group of 12 sets and 10 solicitors to help judges find ways of starting trials 
in Cambridge, Peterborough and Huntingdon.  

 
• There was a plea to make sure that members had familiarised themselves with SfB 

before they conducted a hearing and had checked that their equipment and 
connections were adequate and worked.  Some barristers had had to wait for 3 
hours because of the failures of a barrister in an early case to take those basic 
steps.  

 
 COURT AND PRACTICE RELATED MATTERS 

 
9. Courts and Hearings developments are now regularly reported and updated. In future 

any urgent matters will be sent to you directly by Mailshot, the links below should 
provide you with all relevant updated information. 
 

10. Resumption of Crown Court trials  
 

Discussions about the resumption of Crown Court trials continue.  It is not clear 
precisely what is being considered by the Edis Committee other than that it is 
examining practical solutions, and that any resumption of trials lies in the sole 
discretion of the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice.   
 
The LCJ recently (30 April) broke radio silence and indicated his willingness to embrace 
“blue sky thinking” which included 
 

• Support for trials by 7 jurors as seen in WWII (LCJ) 
• Use of very large courtrooms  
• Use of two courts to facilitate one trial 
• Using alternative venues such as university lecture theatre 
• Resources to be made available to enable the courts to get through the 

backlog of jury trials. 
 

Justice advocates online trials as a solution to the current difficulties. It has conducted 
a virtual online trial with Rosina Cottage acting for the defence. A clip of the judge’s 
opening remarks to the jury can be seen here. 

 
11. Remote Hearings and Coronavirus Regulations: Useful Information 

 
• Short one page guidance (attached): Hearings in the Crown Court under the 

Coronavirus Act 2020  by HHJ Lana Wood, HHJ Jonathan Cooper and HHJ Silas Reid 
(with thanks to Ian McLoughlin).  
 

• Free Blackstone’s Special Supplement containing Permissible forms of hearings in 
the Crown Court under the Coronavirus Act 2020 pp 12 et seq. and other 
Coronavirus procedural issues (with thanks to Laura Hoyano). 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52462678
https://justice.org.uk/our-work/justice-covid-19-response/
https://halo.avmi.com/index.php/s/LEBob9fd3LosbSd
https://halo.avmi.com/index.php/s/LEBob9fd3LosbSd
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/academic/pdf/law/BCP2020SpecialSupplement.pdf
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12. Dishonesty 
 

In case you have missed it, Barton and Booth [2020] EWCA Crim 575 is a judgment of a 
specially constituted heavyweight Court of Appeal to deal with Ivey. It affirms the 
application of the Ivey criteria and the demise of Ghosh. However, please in mind that 
there are still “a range of consequential issues that will need to be decided” many of which 
have been “usefully summarised by Professor David Ormerod QC and Karl Laird in their 
article in the UK Supreme Court Yearbook 2018 Volume 9 pages 1 – 24. They will be 
addressed as cases are tried.” 
 

13. Source Material 
  

Principal Sources: Updated Regularly  
 

• Bar Council’s Coronavirus advice and updates 
 

•  Frequently asked questions about COVID-19 and the Bar: Bar Co. 
 

• Telephone and video hearings during coronavirus outbreak: HMCTS 
 
• HMCTS Weekly Operations Summary (updated weekly) 

 
• COVID-19:  Judicial advice and guidance: HMCTS 

 
 

 
Intermittently Updated: Recent Updates 
 
 

 
New Material: 
 
 

 
 
Stay well and stay in touch    
    
CRT and G&T       28 April 202 

https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Crim/2020/575.pdf
https://ukscy.herokuapp.com/articles/762/pdf
https://ukscy.herokuapp.com/articles/762/pdf
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates/faqs-about-covid-19-and-the-bar.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-telephone-and-video-hearings-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-telephone-and-video-hearings-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-weekly-operational-summary-on-courts-and-tribunals-during-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.judiciary.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance/

