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CHAMBERS UPDATE 8: Friday 3 April 2020 
 
 We are dividing this and future updates into 2 sections: 
 

A.  Personal matters relevant to members and 
B.  Court and Practice Matters 

 
A. MATTERS RELEVANT TO MEMBERS  OF CHAMBERS 

 
1. Mary Rahman  maryrahmanmrpr@gmail.com 

 
Don’t put off that article / legal commentary any longer.  Act now. You no longer have 
any excuse – see para. 6 below!  Mary is here to help you.  She is adept at placing 
content in the national and legal press as well as journals.  Recent placings include: 
 

• An excellent topical article in the New Law Journal (26 Mar 20) Prosecuting 
domestic violence dealing with the prosecution a=issues arising from the 
death of Caroline Flack.   
 

• See also Managing lockdown: A perspective from the criminal Bar in Legal 500, 
where Tom Forster has done a marvellous job of presenting a very positive 
picture of Chambers and  Andrew Thompson has written a piece about his 
appearance in the first Court of Appeal hearing to be conducted remotely.  
Andrew was later quoted in The Times article Virus could permanently alter 
courts. (2 April 20).  

 
• Another positive Chambers piece by Genevieve Reed, again in Legal 500 -  An 

uncertain time for pupil barristers during quarantine. 
 

Well done to you all! 
 

2. Personal Finances 
 
(i) CPS Fees 
 
The CPS are  

• prioritising outstanding fee payments 
• trying to expedite payment of new invoices 
• reducing VHCC stage levels to 1 month as from 6 April 
• where possible paying all outstanding main hearing fees and other related fees 

in on-going cases as from 13 April. 
• Reducing the threshold levels for hardship payments (currently £5k) as from 

20 April to £4k (level 4), £3k (level 3), £1.5k (level 2) and £500 (level 1). 
• As from May, paying a £500 upfront COVID-19 fee to advocates whose trial has 

been adjourned because of the current restrictions and have not had a main 
hearing. That sum  will be  deductible against the main hearing fee payable at 
the end of the case 
 
For full details see Letter CPS to Bar Council re changes to Advocates Fees 

mailto:maryrahmanmrpr@gmail.com
https://www.newlawjournal.co.uk/docs/default-source/article_files/nlj_2020_issue7879_mar_profession-crime-bex.pdf?sfvrsn=fbaea7d0_1
https://www.newlawjournal.co.uk/docs/default-source/article_files/nlj_2020_issue7879_mar_profession-crime-bex.pdf?sfvrsn=fbaea7d0_1
https://www.legal500.com/fivehundred-magazine/uncategorized/managing-lockdown-a-perspective-from-the-criminal-bar/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/technology
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/technology
https://www.legal500.com/fivehundred-magazine/the-bar/an-uncertain-time-for-pupil-barristers-during-quarantine/
https://www.legal500.com/fivehundred-magazine/the-bar/an-uncertain-time-for-pupil-barristers-during-quarantine/
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/9e33756d-b75e-4a01-89a6f31575633e80/CPS-CEO-fee-payments-statement-3003.pdf
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(ii) BSB Practising Certificate Fees (PCFs) 

 
• The BSB have granted all barristers who have not yet paid their Practising 

Certificate fees an extension to 31 May 2020. If you wish to delegate payment 
to Chambers, you must do so by 15 by 2020. 
 

• Chambers can pay 50% by 31 May 2020 and the balance on 31 October 2020. 
We are adopting that course so that one half of your PCF will effectively be 
collected on each of those dates by Direct Debit.  

 
•  The BSB will set up a universal PCF instalment payment scheme for next year 

and thereafter. 
 

These and other matters regarding completing your training requirements in the 
current climate are dealt with in more detail in COVID –19: Statement by the BSB 
(31 Mar 20). 
 

(iii) Other assistance 
 

• The Inns of Court offer limited assistance to its young Bar members. Gray’s 
cannot assist. The Middle Temple scheme closes at 5pm on Sunday.  Inner 
is considering a scheme – watch their website. All are means tested.  
Realistically, no-one with work prospects or a partner who is working is 
likely to be considered.  
 

• Barristers Benevolent Association were also contacted. From what we can 
gather, their assistance usually varies from short term grants to loans 
secured against property.  They are currently revising their criteria which 
will be announced shortly.  

 
3. Report on members and staff 

 
COVID-19 
 
We have 10 members who have contracted the virus. (Some others may have 
contracted it but their symptoms have been so mild they are not convinced it was 
COVID-19). All appear to be doing well.  
 
Preventive Self-Isolation Most members continue to work remotely.  Those not in 
court are of course also isolating. 

 
B.  COURT AND PRACTICE RELATED MATTERS 

 
4. Courts and Hearings developments are now regularly reported and updated. In future 

any urgent matters will be sent to you directly by Mailshot, the links below should 
provide you with all relevant updated information.  

 
5. Source Material 
  

https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/resources/covid-19-statement-by-the-bar-standards-board.html
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Principal Sources: Updated Regularly  
 

• Bar Council’s Coronavirus advice and updates 
 

•  Frequently asked questions about COVID-19 and the Bar: Bar Co. 
 

• Telephone and video hearings during coronavirus outbreak: HMCTS 
 
• HMCTS Daily Operations Summary (updated daily) 

 
• COVID-19:  Judicial advice and guidance  

 
 

 
Intermittently Updated: Recent Updates 
 
We wanted to point out that the spate of Guidance, Reports, Updates and 
Directions seems to have slowed dramatically - but that seems like tempting fate. 
 

 
 

New Material: 
 
1 April 20  Interim CPS Charging Protocol – Covid-19 crisis response 
 
31 Mar 20 FBLA Guidance on Skype. Zoom and Teams 
 
COVID-19: business crime and investigations aspects (England and Wales) tracker:  

Practical Law (no subscription required) 
 
Global Coronavirus Toolkit Practical Law (no subscription required) 
 
30 Mar 20  Letter CPS to Bar Council re changes to Advocates Fees  
 

 
6. Westlaw 
 

We have negotiated the following additions to Chambers Westlaw subscription free of 
charge for the duration of the “crisis:” (a) Practical Law (ii) the whole TR library (iii) 
Annotations (statutes and SIs), and (iv) Lawtel.  It should be online soon.  
 

7. Courts  
 

All SE Circuit and London Crown Courts are now “Open” apart from Lewes and 
Amersham (an Aylesbury satellite) [Suspended] and King’s Lynn [Staffed].  The picture 
is much more varied with Magistrates’ Courts.  
 
Chelmsford, Norwich, Ipswich and Basildon remain “temporarily unable to answer calls” 
and you are advised what to do by a recorded message. 
 

8. Service on Treasury and Government Legal Department during COVID-19  

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates/faqs-about-covid-19-and-the-bar.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-telephone-and-video-hearings-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-telephone-and-video-hearings-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-daily-operational-summary-on-courts-and-tribunals-during-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.judiciary.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-guidance/
https://www.cps.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/legal_guidance/Interim-CPS-Charging-Protocol-Covid-19-crisis-response.pdf
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/ec35ee12-3a22-44a9-8d8db93a8d5d09d7/FLBA-video-conferencing-platforms-guidance.pdf
https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-024-3138?navId=A14BDEBE51FBEEC5F9CA4E1990643B0D&comp=pluk&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/9e33756d-b75e-4a01-89a6f31575633e80/CPS-CEO-fee-payments-statement-3003.pdf
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The Government Legal Department (GLD) wishes all document sent by email rather than 
post. New legal proceedings (other than immigration) should be served on  
newproceedings@governmentlegal.gov.uk. 
For all proceedings (including the Supreme Court), once a GLD officer has been assigned 
all service should be effected on that officer’s GLD email address.  Hard copies are not 
wanted.   For full details see Contact the GLD electronically: 30 Mar 20. 
 

9.  Working from Home and Bar Council Guidance Updates 
 
The following Bar Council updates have been issued: 
 

• Data protection and security when working from home: 20 Mar 20 
 

• GDPR and Court Bundles Mar 20 
Note :  papers and copies of documents “provided for the use of witnesses  i.e. not 
those that have previously been filed with or supplied for the exclusive use of the 
court, are the sole responsibility of those parties' representatives as data controllers. 
As data controllers you are required to make the necessary arrangements to remove 
them immediately following the end of your court hearing.” 
 

• Defence Statements 26 Mar 20 
 

• Advocates called as witnesses: 2 Mar 20 
 

• Police station attendance 3 Feb 20 
 

10.  GDPR 
 

Briefed offer some free tools which can be downloaded if you fill in their form.  
 

• How barristers can stay GDPR-safe and mitigate risks around remote working 
during the Covid-19 pandemic  Webinar 25 Mar. Probably counts towards CPD! 
 

• Remote Working Policy for Barristers 
 

• Online GDPR Assessment Tool for New Technology 
 
 

11. SEC HoC meeting: 1 April 2020. 
 
Attended by 36 criminal sets, hosted by Circuit leader. 
 
• Resuming Jury Trials: SEC/CBA/Bar Council etc. are lobbying for 1 June 20 but 

realistically it is looking like a later date - potentially even the autumn. There is no 
current official re-start date. Retention of jury trials rather than judge only agreed 
by all. When trials re-start it is thought that the shorter trials will go first. 
 

• Cloud Video Platform (CVP) is being piloted next week to try to start trials 
conducted entirely remotely in the Magistrates Courts. 

mailto:newproceedings@governmentlegal.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/contact-the-government-legal-department-electronically
https://www.barcouncilethics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Data-protection-and-security-when-working-from-home.pdf
https://www.barcouncilethics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/GDPR-and-Court-Bundles.pdf
https://www.barcouncilethics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Defence-Statements-3.pdf
https://www.barcouncilethics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Advocates-called-as-witnesses-1.pdf
https://www.barcouncilethics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Police-Station-Attendance-1.pdf
https://www.bigmarker.com/briefed/How-Barristers-can-Manage-the-Risks-of-Remote-Working-during-Covid-193-2020-03-25-04-00-pm
https://www.bigmarker.com/briefed/How-Barristers-can-Manage-the-Risks-of-Remote-Working-during-Covid-193-2020-03-25-04-00-pm
https://www.briefed.pro/downloads/#download2
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• CPS Interim Payments were welcomed. If here are particular instances of aged 

debts which had not been paid for a long time then please contact the Circuit 
Leader MFQC on an individual basis and he will take action. 

 
• LAA are being urged to find ways to bring forward payments. They cannot 

respond as CPS did as they need an SI to change their payment structure. Ideas 
currently suggested are relaxing the wasted prep rules and hardship claims. 

 
• Self-employed support from Government. Lobbying continues to increase the 

upper limit and relax the requirements for 3 years of tax returns due to inability of 
new practitioners to apply as do not have the necessary documentation. 

 
• Staff: many chambers had furloughed the bulk of their clerking team and others 

had reduced the wages of the remaining clerks.  
 

• Payment for hearings conducted by email avoiding a telephone hearing has 
been raised with LAA/CPS. Make sure it is logged on the DCS so it recorded as 
having happened. 

 
• Bank loans: a number of sets reported that they had already applied for bank 

loans and would risk going under by June/July without financial injection. Loans 
had been applied for under the Government CBIL scheme. 

 
• Business Rates: a number of sets reported that they had negotiated rates 

deferment/holidays with Camden and Westminster.  A number had written to the 
Corporation of London. According to the City’s website we do not qualify for 
relief. Nevertheless our Treasurers are contacting them.  

 
12. Criminal Legal Aid Billing Seminar (Online) 20 May 20: 18:00 – 19:30 

 
£24 plus VAT (Bar Representation Fee subscriber price: £18 plus VAT). It will cover: 

• Apply best practice in legal aid billing and reduce the chances of rejection; 

• Improve day-to-day billing administration and quality control; 

• Reduce errors made in claim forms; and 

• Better understand the issues arising under the new fee scheme and proposed 
changes. 

Book your place here. 
 
13. Your solicitors. 

 
Many firms have laid off or furloughed staff.  Partners and others have picked up the 
workload.  One of their major problems turns out to be the Bar!  There has been a 
sudden proliferation in the number of advices, notes, phone calls and suggestions of 
additional steps to be taken in relation to case preparation.  They suspect this is partly 
because some barristers have more time on their hands. The result is that many are 
being swamped with correspondence etc. We suggest that the rules to remember are: 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/bar-council-services/for-barristers/bar-representation-fee.html
https://www.mybar.org.uk/event-booking-page.criminal-legal-aid-billing-seminar.html
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(i) Send notes and emails or make calls only when necessary.  
(ii) Keep them succinct. 
(iii) Do not send advices e.g. on steps to be taken etc. until it is necessary to do 

so.  Again, when you do, keep them succinct. 
 

 The basic rule of solicitor relationships still applies. Stop and think:  what will help them?  
That’s part of our job.  It is even more important to remember it in the current 
circumstances. 
 

14. Chambers Finances 
 

You have all seen yesterday’s Note from the Chambers Treasurers reassuring us about 
the state of Chambers finances.  It is particularly comforting as other sets report that 
they risk going under by June/July without financial injection (see above - SEC 
meeting/Bank loans).    
 
The CRT and HoCs wish to endorse those reassurances. We have been presented with 
the underlying financials and analysis and agree that Chambers financial situation is 
indeed robust. We all owe an enormous debt of gratitude to Tom Forster and Tom 
Payne for their fiscal prudence, their unremitting work in reducing expenditure 
wherever possible, their stress testing and regular analysis of Chambers finances and 
their constant monitoring of our position.  This is not a good time for any of us, but it is 
a good feeling to have one major worry alleviated.  
 
Stay well and stay in touch    
    
CRC and G&T       3 April 2020 


