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CHAMBERS UPDATE 5: Sunday 22 March 2020 
 
Note:  Rather than add to the previous update, we have only set out developments which 
have occurred since the last intermediate update. 

 
1. Report on staff and staffing levels and members 
 

COVID-19 
We have three members who have contracted the virus. None have been into Chambers 
in the infectious period before the symptoms became apparent. We have been in touch 
with them, and all appear to be doing well.  
 
Preventive Self-Isolation 
5 members are in preventive self-isolation following Government Guidelines. There has 
been contact with all of them and we are not aware of any difficulties. Most continue 
to work remotely. 
 
All staff are currently well. 

 
2. Recent Steps taken 

 
• Website: a Coronavirus report appears on our website. 

 
• Letter to Solicitors:  we have emailed all our solicitors in similar terms. 

 
• Letter to DPP. We have drafted a letter to the DPP suggesting that more 

instructions for charging advices be sent to the Bar, with the double objective 
of providing some work and reducing the backlog (see below at 4(i)). 

 
• The CRC meets in the evenings every Sunday to Thursday to discuss 

developments and issues.  
 

 
3. Security of Chambers 

 
Please ensure that if you come into Chambers to collect papers that you set the alarm 
and lock the gate on leaving. This is true whatever the day of the week, or the time, as 
there may not always be a Clerk on site. It is imperative that we all conform to this 
practice to ensure the security of Chambers. 
 

4. Key Workers Defined 
 
Government Guidance for schools, colleges and local authorities on maintaining 
educational provision includes within Key Public Services category those “those essential 
to the running of the justice system.”  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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The CBA makes it clear (COVID-19: Key Workers 20.03.20) that if children can be kept 
at home, they should be: i.e. children should be kept at home when you are not in 
court unless you are working at home on essential matters (see their guidance for 
more specific details.) 
 
The Bar Council have issued a similar clarification:   COVID-19 FAQs 

 
5. Proactive Steps re work:  

 
(i) We have drafted a letter to the DPP asking that consideration be given to counsel 

being used for more charging advices and to assist in any backlog. 
 

(ii) We have been informed that following recent recruitment of lawyers (as opposed 
to advocates) by the CPS to manage the backlog of cases, there is likely to be a 
significant increase in work within three or four months. 
  

(iii) The GMC will be conducting review hearings using Skype for Business (see below 
under Communications). Download it if you do not have it. It can be downloaded 
onto a mobile, laptop or desktop. We have offered all counsel on our GMC List for 
these hearings. 

 
(iv) The Court of Appeal have also indicated a preference for Skype for Business. [We 

wonder how many of you will be able to bore your grandchildren with tales of 
how you appeared before the Court of Appeal in your wig and pyjama bottoms?].  

 
(v) We have informed the Insolvency Service that members are set up to deal with 

hearings remotely, either by telephone or Skype.  
 

(vi) NT suggested Home Office advisory work.  The qualification for that has recently 
been raised from up to 2 years call to up to 4 years call. MB will email all members 
who fall within that call band to see if they are interested in being put forward.  
 

(vii) We are identifying the principal partners in the firms that brief us, and identifying 
the counsel or clerks who know them best. We will prepare a rough script. Each 
will be telephoned. The basic idea is to offer them any help they need while their 
staff and partners are working from home. We could: 

 
• We could supply a point of contact if anyone wishes to discuss a point of 

law or procedure. That often happens with solicitors you know well. We 
would extend that courtesy to other members of the firm. 
 

• We are considering the feasibility of offering online webinars or 
discussion forums using Zoom or Teams on subjects of their choosing.   

 
• We could offer to help if one of their people is taken ill and they urgently 

need some cover or research or work done in a hurry.  
 

https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=9e935b7a6c6c561621aaf46ab&id=9a5663ef97
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/726da6f0-c6c2-4d68-ab2b5b7947aee7b3/a2e75c53-05a2-44f2-a5aadbff843c5997/COVID-19-WG-FAQs-20-Mar-2020-0950.pdf
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  Only in the latter event would we charge a fee. 
 
6. Courts and other developments 

 
(i) Crown Court trials. No new developments. Interestingly, one long trial at 

Southwark with 3 weeks to go, is continuing using 2 courts for speeches, summing 
up and jury retirement. One court will house the jury sitting apart, the other 
counsel and the judge.  They will be linked electronically. 

 
(ii) UKSC is prioritising SC and PC appeals, handing down judgments and considering 

permissions to appeal applications.  Legal teams presenting cases will continue to 
be able to work in and visit the building, although we are encouraging home 
working wherever possible.  UKSC 17 Mar 20. 

 
(iii) Tribunals: a series of temporary changes have been announced. Most first tier 

and upper tribunals will ordinarily be remote.  Full details appear in the various 
announcement of the Senior President of the Tribunals.  

 
(iv) Hand sanitisers can now be brought into court buildings – you may be asked to 

prove it is not harmful.  
 

(v) COVID-19 FAQs: The Bar Council’s FAQs is now up and running. It deals with 
practical issues. It is a useful source. 

 
(vi) Refusal to attend Court. Please remember, If you are not in the Government at 

risk category (over 70, pregnant, underlying health conditions, and “are not 
experiencing symptoms of the virus and are not in self-isolation as someone in 
your household has the virus or is exhibiting symptoms, you are unlikely under 
current advice to be entitled to refuse to attend court.  You should take what 
precautions are available to you.”  Please also remember to tell the clerks 
immediately if you do fall into one of the specified categories.  
 

7. Pupils. 
Pupils will obviously be in a difficult position. The Bar Council deal with various issues in  
COVID-19 and pupillage: FAQs.  Our current pupils are being kept well informed by the 
ETC. In the interim, if members have any work which they think pupils might be able to 
assist with, please contact the pupil’s supervisor.  
The pupils have already been asking if members have any work/research they would 
like done.  MGQC will issue guidance to pupil supervisors to ensure continued 
education. Written work, ethics and advocacy exercises can all continue remotely. 
 

8. Personal finances  
 
(i) Critical illness cover.  
For those who took out Critical Illness cover through Chambers, our brokers state: 
 

https://www.supremecourt.uk/news/update-about-visiting-the-uk-supreme-court.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/bar-council-covid-19-update-for-the-bar-immediate-changes-to-tribunal-hearings.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/bar-council-covid-19-update-for-the-bar-immediate-changes-to-tribunal-hearings.html
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/becoming-a-barrister/pupillage-component/covid-19-and-pupillage-faqs.html
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Although the coronavirus infection isn’t a covered condition on critical illness policies, 
if complications as a result of the virus lead to other criteria being met, (for example 
kidney failure, liver failure, heart failure or respiratory failure), the claim would be 
met subject to the terms and conditions of the specific policy 

 
(ii) Income Protection 
For those who took out Critical Illness cover through Chambers, our brokers state: 
 

Income Protection customers with the coronavirus infection who are unable to work 
past the deferred period on their policy would be covered, subject to the terms and 
conditions of their policy. 
Regarding income protection, the deferred period is 13 weeks and therefore the claim 
would only commence after an employee has been absent for 13 weeks.  
 
 . . . if you have anyone absent for 4-6 weeks then please let us know. Any claim would 
clearly be assessed against the usual criteria, as per the policy conditions. 

 
(iii) Tax Deferments. 

 
The Chancellor has announced a raft of measures some of which should assist 
the self-employed Bar: 

 
a. Automatic deferral of income tax payments due on 31 July 2020 until 31 

January 2021. 
 

b.  Automatic deferral of VAT payments from 20 March 2020 to 30 June 2020. 
You will be given until the end of the 2020/2021 tax year to pay any liabilities 
that accrued during that period.   You must still submit your VAT returns. 
VAT refunds and reclaims will be paid as normal: see (COVID-19: support for 
businesses) 
 

(iv) HMRC dedicated COCID-19 helpline (0800 015 9559) [Mon-Fri 8am – 8pm, Sat 
to 4pm) for the self-employed in financial distress or with outstanding tax 
liabilities. You may be able to agree a Time to Pay arrangement.  

 
(v) BMIF. BMIF will accept 50% of the premium by 31 March 2020, and the balance 

by 30 September 2020.  
 

(vi) Practising Certificates 
It is not clear what might happen.  The BSB currently state: 
 
“In view of the current coronavirus/COVID-19 measures the Authorisation to 
Practise process is being extended so that all remaining barristers who have yet 
to pay their Practising Certificate Fee now have until 31 May to do so. Those who 
wish to delegate the payment to their administrators should complete the process 
by midnight on Friday 15 May. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
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We are also considering the legal, regulatory and financial implications of 
allowing barristers to pay their PCF in stages but it is important to recognise that 
the original deadline for paying the PCF was 31 March so many barristers have 
already paid. We must also therefore consider the fairness of giving those who 
have not yet paid an advantage over those who have already done so.”  

(vii) Bank loans and overdrafts. Check what help your bank can offer. The British 
Business Bank website provides useful links to all banks which offer COVID-19 
assistance, although that scheme may not apply to the self-employed –the 
criteria are being set out next week.  
 

(viii) Possible further developments: the IPSE (Independent Professionals and the 
Self-Employed) are urging the government to introduce a Temporary Income 
Protection Fund for the self-employed. However, bear in mind that many of us 
are still working, albeit from home.   

 
9. Chambers finances  

  
These continue to be closely monitored by TFQC assisted by TP. Both are keeping an 
eye on Government economic policy decisions and members will be kept informed of 
developments which might affect them personally or Chambers as a whole. 
 
We do not believe that Chambers currently needs financial support being offered by 
Government and are well aware that loans have to be repaid.  However, the position is 
being monitored.  
 

10. Communications 
 
(i) We have asked those who are self-isolating to check in with us on Tuesdays and 

Fridays if they are no otherwise in touch. 
 

(ii) Microsoft Teams. Chambers has licence for Microsoft Teams as part of MS365. 
You can download it at https://teams.microsoft.com/start. Just sign in with your 
Chambers log on. Please bear in mind that your login name is not your email 
address: it is a shortened version of your name. Thus Joseph William Bloggs is 
jwb@18rlc.co.uk and Joe Bloggs is probably jbl.  

 
(iii) Skype for Business (SfB) is a different product. You may be able to download it 

from Microsoft. We are checking the licensing position. The Courts have indicated 
that they will be using (SfB).  
 

(iv) All members of the CRC have signed up for Zoom which can be accessed from 
mobiles, laptops or desktops. It is very easy and looks like a great platform.  JL and 
RK have used it, and RK reports that the family courts encourage everyone to 
download it.  Please note that at least some police forces and government 
agencies do not regard Zoom as secure (it records and stores interviews and 
conferences in the Cloud).  

https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils/accredited-lenders/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils/accredited-lenders/
https://teams.microsoft.com/start
mailto:jwb@18rlc.co.uk


6 

 
(v) Chambers Telecon Groups 

 
GJQC and ASQC will be conducting telecons with groups of members of Chambers 
in the coming days. We have divided Chambers into 7 groups, silks and 6 groups 
of juniors in call bands. This is to give members an opportunity to raise queries, 
make suggestion or simply catch up. We will circulate the dates of each telecon 
later. We hope they will take place between 6:00 and 6:45 pm in the next week 
or so.  If you cannot make it, and have any particular queries or ideas, get in touch 
with your Chair ands/he will raise them. 
 
We have asked the following to act as chair of each band.  We ask that they liaise 
generally with the CRC and report any concerns or difficulties that they become 
of aware of in their cohort. 
 

Chair Band (according to website) Call 
ASQC & GJQC  Silks n/a 
Sailesh Mehta Lori Tucker  to Steven Dyble 1982 – 1986 
Noel Casey Ken Millett to David Wilson 1988 – 1996 
Tom Payne Stephen Requena to Marc Brown 1997 – 2001 
Max Baines Faras Baloch to David Claxton 2003 – 2008 
Genevieve Reed Patricia Londono to Dan Taylor 2008 - 2012 
Andrew Herd Lucy Ginsberg  to Tom Davies 2013 - 2018 

 
 

(vi) IT Security.  Unfortunately, there are always those who take advantage of topical 
fears and concerns.  Action Fraud reports a 400% increase in cyber scams in 
March. You are all pretty savvy, but anyone can be tricked into opening an 
interesting email.  Current related scams include: 
 
• Research groups mimicking the Centre of Disease Control and Prevention or 

the World Health Organisation purporting to provide information about active 
infections in your area 

• Genuine articles about COVID-19 with free subscription (malware) links to daily 
updates 

• The usual investment scams adapted to the current volatile market 
• HMRC offering tax refunds 
• Online shopping scams (loo rolls/gel/paracetamol etc.)  

 
 Expect and guard against further scams fashioned around further Government COVID-

19 announcements about rebates, grants, tax holidays etc. 
 

11.  Bored? Use your time to develop your skills or gain new ones. 
 
(i) Complete your CPD plans and do some online training. 

 
(ii) Update your web profile. Updates to website@18rlc.co.uk please. 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/alert/coronavirus-related-fraud-reports-increase-by-400-in-march
mailto:website@18rlc.co.uk
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(iii) Make sure you are properly GDPR compliant and weed out your old electronic 
data and documents. 
  

(iv) Learn Excel online. There are Excel courses available at LinkedIn which are free 
for one month. You can cancel at any time thereafter: see here. 

 
(v) Write that legal article or definitive work you have always been promising 

yourself.  Please contact Mary Rahman at maryrahmanmrpr@gmail.com or 
Mary.Rahman@18rlc.co.uk to assist.  She helps Chambers [and members] with 
making contacts with the legal media and can provide you with invaluable 
advice, hints and tips.  Please remember that you are responsible for the 
content of any piece you have published and must at all times observe your 
duties under the Handbook.  We would expect members, therefore, to 
produce well researched content for the legal community.  Content should also 
remain consistent with Chambers values and must be sent to the BDMC for 
editorial oversight before publication.  The BDMC will issue an email on this 
topic very shortly. 
 

(vi) If anyone has any other ideas or finds other useful sites for online learning, 
please let us know and we will add set up a database of useful links for 
members.  
 
 

12. Latest Sources of Information Schedule are set out in the Schedule below. 
 

 
Stay well and stay in touch       
 
CRC and G&T     
 
22 March 2020 
 
 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/learning/search?keywords=excel&upsellOrderOrigin=&trk=homepage-learning_learning-search-bar_search-submit
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/
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CRC:  Information Sources as at   22  March 2020 
 

Most of these sites are updated regularly. We will add others as and when they become 
available.  

 
   LEGAL 
 

• Bar Council: Coronavirus advice and Updates:   includes latest Bar Council 
Guidance, advice, Bulletins including COVID-19 FAQs  
 

• BSB: COVID –19 : Statement by the BSB: 17 Mar 20 
 

• CBA: COVID-19 
 

• Courts & Tribunals Guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19): courts and tribunals 
planning and preparation: HMCTS 

 
• Sign up for Courts and LCJ twitter alerts here. 

 
• Prison visits Guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19) and prisons:  MoJ; HMPPS 

 
• Parole Board Guidance: Should an oral hearing be impacted by the 

coronavirus? 
 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL 
 

• Tax helpline for self-employed: Tax helpline to support businesses affected by 
coronavirus (COVID-19): HMRC 

• BBA - Barristers’ Benevolent Association 
• COVID-19: support for businesses :DBEIS, PHE 

 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND WELL BEING 
 
Assistance Programme (Bar Council)  
LawCare 
Wellbeing at the Bar. 
 
GENERAL 

•  COVID-19: guidance for employers and businesses: DBEIS 
• Coronavirus (COVID-19): latest information and advice. DHS & PHE 
• Coronavirus (COVID-19): UK government response: DHS & PHE 
• Overview Coronavirus (COVID-19): NHS 
• Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak :WHO 
• Guidance on social distancing for everyone in the UK and protecting older 

people and vulnerable adults PHE 16 Mar 20 
 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/726da6f0-c6c2-4d68-ab2b5b7947aee7b3/a2e75c53-05a2-44f2-a5aadbff843c5997/COVID-19-WG-FAQs-20-Mar-2020-0950.pdf
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/resources/covid-19-statement-by-the-bar-standards-board.html
https://www.criminalbar.com/resources/news/covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation#hmcts-coronavirus-preparation-planning
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation#hmcts-coronavirus-preparation-planning
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKJUDICIARY/subscriber/new?
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-and-prisons
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/should-an-oral-hearing-be-impacted-by-the-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/should-an-oral-hearing-be-impacted-by-the-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tax-helpline-to-support-businesses-affected-by-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tax-helpline-to-support-businesses-affected-by-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.the-bba.com/contact-us
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/support-for-barristers/wellbeing-personal-career-support/personal-support.html
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/support-for-barristers/wellbeing-personal-career-support/personal-support.html
https://www.wellbeingatthebar.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesses-on-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults

