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CHAMBERS UPDATE 4: Thursday 19 March 2020 
 
Dear All  
 
Note:  Rather than add to the previous update, we have only set out today’s developments. 
Chris Paxton QC has joined the CRC as the Executive Committee’s Annexe member. We  
have been meeting daily to discuss Chamber’s strategy and to deal with the multitude of 
queries and concerns of members.  
 
1. Billing: 

 
(i) Rachel and Martin have made great strides in chasing aged debts and are doubling 

their efforts to do so.  Please do not chase them up by email as it distracts them 
from their main job. If you need to speak to or email someone, pick on one of the 
other clerks!  
 

(ii) Do your bit. Please make sure your billing is up to date and submit promptly! 
 

(iii) The clerks have spoken to the LAA and CPS.  We have also been assured that no 
delays in payments are expected. Apparently, the relevant staff there routinely 
work from home 2 days a week and we have been assured that there will be no 
difficulties if they do so full time.  
 

(iv) We have spoken to Herbert Smiths (the Dobbs Review) and have also been 
assured that they see no reason why payments should be delayed beyond the 
usual processing time. 
 
 

2. Chambers is open for Business:  
  
(i) We have drafted a message for the website saying that despite the current 

situation, we are open for business.  
 

(ii) The clerks will be emailing those firms who instruct us with the same message.  
 

(iii) The Eastern Region CPS have said that if we have the capacity to cover hearings 
across their region, to let them know. We are doing so. 

 
3. Obtaining new work:  

 
(i) VC pointed out that the CPS had been complaining about being overworked and 

suggested the approach that we are adopting. Gilly and I are writing to Max and 
suggesting that the Bar could help the CPS to overcome its backlog if they sent 
more charging advice work out. Obviously it will not all come our way, but every 
little helps! 
 

(ii) If you have an idea, don’t keep it to yourself - let us know - crv@18rlc.co.uk. 
 

about:blank


2 

4. Court developments 
 

         There appears to be a strong determination to keep the Courts going where possible. 
Yesterday the Lord Chancellor made a statement: “Our Crown and Magistrates courts 
provide a vital public service and until instructed otherwise, we expect all lawyers, 
magistrates, jurors, witnesses, defendants and court staff to continue to attend court as 
required, so the interests of justice can be served.” 
 
Obviously long trials are a problem, but it is hoped that shorter trials and other work 
will continue in the Crown and Magistrates’ Courts. 
 
Skype and telephone links are being encouraged: see HMCTS telephone and video 
hearings during coronavirus outbreak: HMCTS 18 Mar 20. 
 
The Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) seems to be continuing, making full use of 
modern technology (see yesterday’s letter from Lord Justice Fulford). 
 
A Coronavirus Bill will allow for full video and audio hearings in certain circumstances, 
and public participation in relation to these and other court and tribunal proceedings 
conducted by audio and video (clauses 51-54). See Summary of the Bill and progress 
through Parliament. 
 

5. Personal finances  
 
Personal finances are an obvious concern. To remind you of steps which may be 
available:  
 
(i)  Postpone or spread your income tax and VAT payments through the HMRC Time to 
Pay scheme. 
 
Self-employed barristers in financial distress and with outstanding tax liabilities, may be 
eligible to receive support, agreed on a case-by-case basis and tailored to individual 
circumstances and liabilities. 
Phone the HMRC’s dedicated COVID-19 Time to Pay Helpline on 0800 0159 559 
 
(ii)  Spread you tax payments 
 
If you cannot pay your Self-Assessment tax bill, you have filed your return and owe less 
than £10,000, you might be able to arrange to pay in instalments online. 
Sign into the Government Gateway (https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-
services) and follow the links from there. 
 
You do not need to contact HMRC if you have set up a payment plan online. 

 
Call the Self-Assessment payment helpline (0300 200 3822) if you’ve missed your payment date 
or you cannot use the online service. 
 
(iii) Don’t wait to arrange overdraft finance with your Bank. 
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You are a small business and should fall within the Government Guidelines. It is better 
to have the facility and not use it that wait and perhaps find it more difficult to obtain 
later! 
 
(iv) Keep an eye on the Bar Council’s website.   
 
We try to pick up all relevant material from all sources but we are not perfect.  Check 
for yourselves.  Hop tips are welcome and will be passed on! 
 

6. Communications 
 
Some of us are self-isolating, mostly for preventive reasons and to abide by the 
Government Guidelines.  We have asked all those who are doing so to keep in touch on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. If they do not, they will be contacted. 
 
We are glad and proud to say that we are aware that members have already been 
offering to assist those in that position.   
   
The clerks will also be in touch with each of you to see how they can help and to discuss 
issues with you. 
 
And if you have any queries or questions emails us on crv@18rlc.co.uk and the 
Response Team with do its best to answer them. 
 
Stay well and stay in touch 
 
 
CRV and G&T 
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