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CHAMBERS UPDATE 11: Tuesday 12 May 2020 
  

 
1. Reopening of Physical Premises  

 
Please continue to work from home wherever possible. There are no plans to reopen 
Chambers premises or staff the clerks’ room in the near future:  
 
(i) There are likely to be only a trickle of cases for the next month at least (see para. 

2 below)  
 

(ii) Prior to re-opening we must put in place appropriate and required safety and 
distancing measures, not only to protect members and staff but also any visitors.   
A working party is looking into what is required and how a safe working 
environment can be achieved.  

 
Of course, some of you occasionally have to go into Chambers to collect papers etc.   
 
If you do, you must comply with the following requirements: 
 

• Use the key fob to enter Chambers rather than the fingerprint pad 
 

• Use the sanitiser provided immediately on entering Chambers and before you 
touch any surface, door knob etc. 

 
• Do not use the lift. There will be no one around to get you out if it breaks down. 

 
• Wash your hands regularly 

 
• In the kitchen area, wash your hands before using the kitchen, and wash your 

hands after having done so. 
 

• Use your common sense. 
 
Remember, there are members of Chambers who are in the higher risk category or live 
with people in the vulnerable high risk group. It is imperative therefore that you please 
comply.  
 

2. Resumption of Jury Trials  
 
You will all have seen the LCJ’s recent announcement (11 May). Two part heard trials 
resumed at the Bailey on Monday.  Cardiff will also be open. New jury trials may be 
started in a few courts in the week commencing May 18. 
 
Gilly Jones and Faras Baloch are instructed by the SFO in the trial of three men accused 
of corruption in post war Iraq which has resumed at the Old Bailey. The trial began at 
Southwark Crown Court in January and had to be suspended in mid-March due to the 
pandemic. The new arrangements involve using three court rooms to enable those 
attending to follow social distancing guidelines. Court 1 is being used to accommodate 

https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/jury-trials-to-resume-this-month/
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the judge, jurors, counsel and solicitors. A smaller court room will have a live audio link 
primarily for representatives of the press to follow proceedings. The third court room 
will be used solely for jury assembly and retirement. In addition, a live audio feed 
transmits the proceedings to two of the defendants whose attendance has been 
excused and to counsel and solicitors who are unable to attend. It is expected that on 
Wednesday speeches will commence. Counsel will address the jury from the witness 
box. The Court room has been reconfigured – the jury will sit two metres apart from 
each other in counsel’s row, all other participants have been spread around the court 
room to allow for social distancing. The robing rooms are spotless. The court has 
arranged hand sanitiser, gloves, and face masks for those attending. The court day is 
shorter to allow for entry into the building at a different time to those conducting the 
other murder trial which has resumed using similar arrangements. Bertie Woodcock of 
Chambers is defending in that case. We will keep you updated as to how the trials 
progress. 
 
The Lord Chancellor has observed  (11 May) that these new hearings will also help us to 
understand how it might be possible to conduct trials more widely as the situation with 
coronavirus develops. 
 
Unless we hear to the contrary and in the absence of a magic vaccine or widespread 
antigen testing, the following assumptions seem to present a reasonable working 
hypothesis going forward: 

 
• Remote hearings and remote attendance will be encouraged where possible. 

 
• New trials will start as a trickle where PHE and HMCTS are satisfied that they can 

be conducted safely in modified courts. 
 

• Smaller cases with defendants in custody are likely to be prioritised. 
 

• Larger cases will not start before September at the earliest, and more 
realistically next year.  

 
• Suggestions of alternative venues –“Nightingale courts” like Chichester rents, 7 

man juries and other solutions cannot be ruled out. However, if these happen 
they are likely to be additional and not alternative solutions.  

 
• Whatever systems are adopted will be PHE compliant.  Therefore, even if there 

is a second wave or even a third wave, whatever courts are opened are likely to 
continue to operate. 

 
• Travel might be a problem.  However, some parking restrictions are being lifted 

for “key workers” which include trial counsel. Counsel at the Bailey are being 
granted free parking. 

 
How this affects you 
 
Each member must think about their own position. Safety remains paramount. No one 
is required to attend court or to remain at court if it is unsafe to do so.   We completely 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-lord-chancellor-on-the-resumption-of-jury-trials
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understand if those living with vulnerable persons in their households do not wish to 
put them at risk. We fully support the right of members of Chambers to make their 
own decisions about such matters. 
 
The one thing we do ask is that if you decide that you will not attend court or a 
particular court, please let the clerks know immediately so that they can start to make 
arrangements for those cases to be covered if they should be listed. 
 

3. Personal Finances 
 
No one knows how long this is going to go on for (see para 2 above).    Obviously it is a 
matter for each individual, but it seems to make eminent sense to apply for a Bounce 
Back Loan (BBL) in case you need that additional finance - if not now, in the autumn or 
even next year.  If you do not use it, it can be repaid without penalty or cost in 12 
months’ time.  If you do not apply, but need it later, it might not then be available. 
 
BBLs can only be used for business purposes, which appears to mean Chambers rents, 
VAT, and your deductible legal expenses. It would be logical to use it for those purposes 
immediately, thus avoiding deductions from any new receipts or capital. However, you 
must keep a clear audit trail, so you cannot be said to have used it for personal purposes. 
 
Further Bar Council Guidance on this should be forthcoming, but there is no reason why 
you cannot seek a loan before that appears.  Their Current Guidance (5 May) is here.  
Another very useful link is a Martin Lewis moneysaving.com article on BBLs (courtesy of 
CPQC).  

 
 
4. London and South East Resident Judges’ Listing Policy (2nd ed) 6 May 20 

 
This is guidance from the Resident Judges of London and the South East with the 
authority of the Presiding Judges. It is extensive and includes an Appendix 
Administrative Protocols for Inner London, Kingston, Luton, Norwich and Snaresbrook.  
The full Listing Policy is here. 

 
 

5. Remote Hearings. 
 
Client Participation In SFb Hearings Using An Android / Iphone – How to Guide. 
 
Nuffield Report: Remote hearings in the family justice system: a rapid consultation 6 
May 20. 
 
Guidance During COVID-19: Cloud Video Platform Video Meeting Rooms: HMCTS 7 May 
20. 
 
 

6. Effect of COBVID-19 on prison and suspended sentences: Manning: 2020] EWCA Crim 
592 (LCJ giving the judgment):  
 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/0f5930bc-6778-4e44-a762f288ac66195a/Bounce-Back-Loan-Scheme-guidance.pdf
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/news/2020/05/small-business-boost-as-bounce-back-loans-launched/
https://southeastcircuit.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a805a32a391a206f1aa2a3fc0&id=7f15194256&e=220fe901a0
https://southeastcircuit.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a805a32a391a206f1aa2a3fc0&id=992275c316&e=220fe901a0
https://www.nuffieldfjo.org.uk/app/nuffield/files-module/local/documents/nfjo_remote_hearings_20200507-2-.pdf
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/uploads/assets/0cb909b7-664e-44db-bed73a1196b5001a/HMPPS-user-guidance-on-cloud-video-platform-video-meeting-rooms.pdf
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Crim/2020/592.pdf
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“41. We are hearing this Reference at the end of April 2020, when the nation 
remains in lock-down as a result of the Covid-19 emergency. The impact of that 
emergency on prisons is well-known. We are being invited in this Reference to order a 
man to prison nine weeks after he was given a suspended sentence, when he has complied 
with his curfew and has engaged successfully with the Probation Service. The current 
conditions in prisons represent a factor which can properly be taken into account in 
deciding whether to suspend a sentence. In accordance with established principles, any 
court will take into account the likely impact of a custodial sentence upon an offender 
and, where appropriate, upon others as well. Judges and magistrates can, therefore, and 
in our judgment should, keep in mind that the impact of a custodial sentence is likely to 
be heavier during the current emergency than it would otherwise be. Those in custody 
are, for example, confined to their cells for much longer periods than would otherwise be 
the case – currently, 23 hours a day. They are unable to receive visits. Both they and their 
families are likely to be anxious about the risk of the transmission of Covid-19. 
 
42. Applying ordinary principles, where a court is satisfied that a custodial sentence must 
be imposed, the likely impact of that sentence continues to be relevant to the further 
decisions as to its necessary length and whether it can be suspended. Moreover, 
sentencers can and should also bear in mind the Reduction in Sentence Guideline. That 
makes clear that a guilty plea may result in a different type of sentence or enable a 
Magistrates' Court to retain jurisdiction, rather than committing for sentence.” 
 

7. Appling for Coronavirus testing: Bar Council Guidance. 
 

 
Stay well and stay in touch   - and stay alert ! 
 
 
CRT and G&T       12 May 2020 

https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/useful-information/coronavirus-advice-and-updates/apply-for-coronavirus-testing.html

