
Coronavirus Update 1:  13 March 2020 
 

These Updates will be issued intermittently and may be annexed to the Chambers newsletter. 
Urgent communications (if any) will be distributed as soon as possible.  

 
1. Keep yourself informed. Matters can change quickly. Chambers will notify all of you of any 

matters directly affecting Chambers by text and email.  Key information can be found in the 
document attached.   
 

2. Keep the clerk’s informed.  You must tell the clerks  
 

a. if you are self-isolating  
b. if you have come into contact someone who has contracted COVID-19 
c. If you have come into contact someone who is suspected of having contracted, or is 

showing symptoms of COVID-19. 
 

3. Please comply with the various routines or strategies to minimise risk adopted in 
Chambers. These will change from time to time but are fairly obvious, such as signage 
requesting that everyone wash their hands on entering or leaving Chambers. 

 
4. The London entry system will be disabled to ensure that the clerks can maintain a record of 

everyone who comes in. Please tell them when you are leaving.  
 

5. Avoid coming in to Chambers unnecessarily. 
 

6. Avoid personal conferences: use skype or conference calls. The clerks can assist in setting 
these up.  

 
7. Otherwise - business as usual. The current position is that business should continue as 

usual, subject to the obvious well-publicised safeguards. That can obviously change, so keep 
yourselves informed. 

 
8. Chambers Response Committee.  The GMC have agreed to the creation of a Chambers 

Response Committee to deal swiftly with issues which might arise. The CRC comprises (i) MB 
or NP, (ii) GJQC or ASQC (iii) TFQC or TP and (iv) one other member of the Executive 
Committee.  The CRC will be quorate if 3 of the categories are represented. Any decisions 
which are not circulated immediately to Chambers as a whole will be circulated to the rest of 
the Executive Committee.  

 
9. Clerks Room The clerks have systems in place so that the clerks’ room can be fully functional 

and operated at all times from their homes. It is currently being stress tested. 
 

10. Chambers Finances have been examined closely and stress-tested. The current position is 
satisfactory.   The situation is being closely monitored by the Treasurer. 

 
11. As a best precaution to delay the spread of the virus: 

 
Do 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you 
cough or sneeze 



• Put used tissues in the bin or toilet immediately 
• Wash your hands with soap and water often – use hand sanitiser gel if soap and 

water are not available and perform this action each time you enter Chambers 
• Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell 
• Self-isolate for a period of not less than 7 days if you develop a new and continual 

cough and/or a high temperature (>37.8) and inform the clerks immediately 
 

Do not 
 
• touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean        

 
This above precautionary Guidance is current as at 13 March 2020: see Public Health 
England website.  Members must regularly check the websites for updates.  
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