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CHAMBERS RENT POLICY 
Reviewed August 2020 

 
CHAMBERS RENT: SCALE 

1. Save as set out below at [§2-§6] Chambers rent will be calculated on ALL members 
fee income according to the following scale:  
(a) 15% charged on 1st £50,000 of income. 
(b) 19.5% charged on income between £50,001 & £195,000; 
(c)  1.5% charged on any income over £195,001. 

PAYE INCOME 

2. In respect of any member undertaking a placement or secondment paid on a PAYE 
basis Chambers cannot collect payment or rent from our central fees account in the 
normal manner (see §9 below).  Moreover, problems arise for individual members if 
Chambers rent is deducted in the normal manner.  That said Chambers needs to 
take effective measures to collect income due to it.  

3. Balancing these interests one against the other, the fairest solution to all, and one 
which Chambers adopts, is to charge a flat rental charge at the rate of 10.75% of 
gross monthly income.  This represents a considerable discount from the universally 
applied schedule of rents (set out above) and will therefore be subject to a “fair use” 
policy in which the reduced charge will only apply to the first instruction paid on a 
PAYE basis and will be limited to an aggregated period of no longer than 12 months 
from the date the instruction was received.  The scheme is conditional upon the 
affected member supplying to the clerks copies of pay slips promptly at the 
conclusion of each monthly period after the date the instruction was received, and in 
any event within 7 days of the conclusion thereof, so that relevant information can be 
entered onto Chambers fees system.  

ASSOCIATE TENANTS 

4. An Associate Tenant (as defined in the Constitution) will be charged a fixed rate of 
12% on all fees clerked via chambers. 

5. Whilst Associate Tenants are welcome to attend Chambers meetings, they hold no 
voting rights.  

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

6. An Associate Member (as defined by the Constitution) will be charged a fixed rate of 
12% on all fees clerked via chambers. 

7. Whilst Associate Members are welcome to attend Chambers meetings, they hold no 
voting rights. 

FEE PAID JUDICIARY (FPJ) 

8. On 13 March 2013 at Chamber's AGM the issue of charging rent (but not clerks fees) 
on income derived from "judicial sitting" was debated. 

9. This followed a debate on the same topic at an earlier EGM that year when 
Chambers agreed to consult members, review the matter and come back to 
members at the AGM with a formal proposal. 
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10. Before the AGM the established position was that rent had not been charged on 
"judicial sitting" - a term that was understood to be primarily directed at Recorders as 
this was the most prevalent FPJ role (but also included FPJs in Courts and Tribunals 
which are the responsibility of HMCTs). 

11. All other sittings - be they in the roles of Chairs or LQCs or Panel members etc of 
other bodies (of any description) had always attracted rent and clerks fees and there 
was agreement that position should remain unchanged. Indeed, it was no part of the 
proposal to change this. 

12. Members voted to allow Chambers, in its discretion, to charge rent on fees derived 
from all judicial sittings (as defined above at §10) conducted in excess of a 4 week 
period in any calendar year (or judicial year if different) and since then a 7 week 
period (the extension period). However, the extension period only applies to 
members whose conditions of service obligate them to complete a minimum of 6 
weeks of sitting days in any judicial calendar year. 

NEW TENANTS FROM PUPILLAGE 

13. Effective from October 2015 all new tenants joining Chambers upon the successful 
completion of a pupillage within Chambers (of any duration) will not be charged rent 
for a period of 6 months from the date the tenancy was offered, not accepted (the 
relevant date).  This rule applies to fees, whenever they are paid, deriving from all 
instructions received upon or after the relevant date up until the end of the last day of 
the 6-month period inclusive. 

COLLECTING CHAMBERS RENT 

14. Chambers operates two separate fees accounts into which payments for members 
fees must be made. 

15. The first account is “Red Lion Chambers Fees Account”.  This account is used to 
collect fee income for all members for payment of cases originating from our 
professional clients such as Instructing Solicitors, Prosecution bodies, LAA etc. 

16. The second account is “Red Lion Chambers Direct Access Fees Account”.  This 
account is used solely to collect payment from clients under the Public Access 
Scheme.   

17. Members will be paid any fees collected for them on a twice monthly basis. Prior to 
the fees being paid to members Chambers will deduct the rent element due to 
Chambers in line with this policy. Members will receive an automated email setting 
out in full details of the payment received and deductions made.  

18. If a member requires an earlier payment of fees received, the clerks will use best 
endeavours to make the necessary arrangements. A small banking fee will be 
charged to reflect the additional cost to Chambers.  

19. Quarterly bills will be sent to members to coincide with Chambers own VAT quarters 
March-May, June-August etc.   Chambers will add to these bills any additional 
charges that have been incurred by Members through chambers which will include, 
but is not limited to, Practising Certificates, BMIF, Health Insurance, Professional 
subscriptions etc. These additional sums will be collected via direct debit set up by 
individual Members. Accordingly, to make the system effective all Members are 
under a duty to set up relevant direct debits. A failure to do so can be remedied and 
enforced through action taken pursuant to the Constitution. 
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20. Any outstanding sums due from Members not collected by way of a quarterly direct 
debit payment will be recouped from the next fee income received thus ensuring no 
member is in arrears in respect of rent owed and/or charges levied in accordance 
with §19 above.   

21. Payments due to any advocate outside of chambers in relation to the Graduated Fee 
system will be deducted in the same manner as fee income and will be paid to 
alternate counsel or solicitors by the clerks in compliance with the above system from 
the Chambers Fees Account.  

COVID-19 MEASURES 

22. During the pandemic the HoC in consultation with the CRV Committee instituted 
certain special measures to do with new tenants, current pupils (2019-20 cohort) and 
the levying of charges for services incurred by Members through Chambers (i.e. 
Practising Certificates and BMIF premiums). These measures have been announced 
to Members and documented in monthly HoC Newsletters and are not reproduced 
herein. 
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