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Confidentiality:  You are gently reminded that the contents of these Newsletters which 
are not in the public domain should be regarded as confidential.  

  
More Recognition!  
Congratulations to you all!  RLC was awarded Chambers of the Year 2019 at the British Legal 
Awards ceremony hosted by Jo Brand on 21 November.  Our thanks to our stalwart clerks’ 
room, and to the unsung work and long hours put in by Committee chairs and members which 
is all too often unknown and unrecognised. The award is a but a small recognition of your real 
achievements and work.  Our thanks also to everyone who has helped with their own 
professional achievements. The judges specifically mentioned and acknowledged 
our international terrorism work in The Hague (led by David Young) and the work on Rohingya 
(led by Nina Tavakoli). 

Congratulations also go to Gilly who was Highly Commended in one of the new categories of 
'Women in Law (Wider Industry)' awards which was open to the Bar, New Law, in-house 
lawyers and academics.  

First 100 Years of Women in Law  
Chambers hosted a special event celebrating 100 years of Women in Law with a distinguished 
panel of 10 speakers, which took place on Wednesday 20 November at Dechert in London. 
The event was very well attended, and feedback has been excellent. A copy of the First 100 
Years book on display at the event, launched 22 November and is available to buy here. The 
First 100 Years photography exhibit on display at the event has been brought back to 
chambers, where it will be displayed (along with 2 copies of the book) in the new common 
room shortly. Our thanks to Chris Paxton QC, Crystal, Mary and Joel for an amazing feat of 
organisation. 

BIS News   
BIS are delighted to announce that Peter Gooderham CMG is joining them this month.  Peter 
was with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office - his most recent appointments were UK 
Ambassador to the UN and WTO in Geneva; UK Ambassador to the EU Political and Security 
Committee; and a secondment to the MoJ as International Director. He has also been a 
director of the ICC and is currently a member of the Senior Directing Staff of the International 
Strategy and Leadership Course, Royal College of Defence Studies (RCDS), London. 

ELBA Insight Session & Mentoring Programme 
On 29 October, Chambers held its first ‘Insight session’, launching our bespoke mentoring 
programme that will support law students to prepare for entry into the legal profession. 
Chambers were delighted to have a great turn out, welcoming students from London 
Metropolitan University, University of Greenwich & University of East London. We had a 
wonderful panel of speakers at different stages in their careers, who gave inspiring talks on 
their entry into the profession, particular challenges they overcame, funding and career 
progression. The mentoring programme has now commenced. Our thanks to all who gave up 
their time to organise, attend this event and to those who have agreed to be mentors. 

https://first100years.org.uk/our-new-book/


  
J5 Committee 
On 7 November, Tim Kiely and Aimee Riese hosted a roundtable discussion in Chambers on 
‘Youth Justice’ as part of the J5 Lectures. It was well attended by solicitors and was a great 
success. The next and final lecture in 2019 for the J5 Lecture series will take place in Chambers 
on Tuesday 17 December. 

Other Committee News 

The next GMC meeting is Tuesday 10 December.  Committee Chairs are gently reminded that 
brief written reports should be sent to Crystal to collate by Thursday 28 November, which will 
then be lodged with the HoCs 48 hours before the meeting so that the agenda can be finalised 
and the reports circulated in good time. 

Chambers’ Reception 
We are looking for new artwork for the reception and conference rooms – our budget is 
limited. If anyone has any connections/ideas, please do let us now. 

Members’ Room London 

The Members’ Room in London (Room 32) is nearing completion. It houses a TV and a new 
sofa is about to be installed. If you are in Chambers, you are encouraged to congregate for 
tea between 4:00pm and 4.30pm. 

BSB Alert! 

The new BSB Handbook and website is out. It sets out your core duties and compliance 
obligations. 

GDPR Alert!  
The good news is that all (save 2) members of chambers have completed Briefed’s on-line 
GDPR training – we express our thanks to you, it is very important both individually and as a 
chambers’ that we are properly trained. The latest figures from the ICO for the first quarter 
2019/20 show that the greatest number of incidents reported to them from the legal 
profession came from: Data emailed to the wrong recipient (24%); Data posted or faxed to 
incorrect recipient (22%); Loss/theft of paperwork or data left in insecure location (12%); 
and Phishing (5%). Other categories included: Failure to use bcc; Loss/theft of device 
containing personal data; Verbal disclosure of personal data; Hardware/software 
misconfiguration; Malware and Ransomware.  Fines are increasing in size - beware!   

Christmas Parties 

Christmas drinks for solicitors this year will be held after the last of this year’s Red Lion 
Lecture series - “’STAYING ALIVE?’: Prognosis for Abuse of Process” at KCL on Monday 9 
December. Let your solicitors know, encourage them to attend and a good turn out from 
Chambers to celebrate the year would be welcomed - the lecture starts at 6:30pm.  
Christmas drinks for members this year will be held on Wednesday 18 December from 
6:30pm in Chambers to celebrate all the excellent work and achievement of members this 
year, please do come along. In order that we know how many to cater for please reply to 
Crystal to confirm your attendance. Our thanks to Gen and Carrie for agreeing to organise the 
event. 
 

mailto:crystal.fernandes@18rlc.co.uk?subject=GMC%20Reports
https://www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/for-barristers/compliance-with-your-obligations.html
mailto:crystal.fernandes@18rlc.co.uk?subject=Chambers%20Christmas%20Drinks


 
 
Christmas and New Year Opening Hours  

23 December 2019  Last full working day  
24 December 2019  Closed, but calls will be forwarded to a clerk’s mobile.  
25-29 December 2019 Closed. Calls can be made to the out of hours number available 

on the website.  
30 –31 December 2019 Open with skeleton staff. Likely to close early.   
2 January 2020     Normal working resumes.    
  
Forthcoming Events & Dates for you and your Diary 

Tue 26 Nov 5.15 for 5.30-7pm  The Kalisher Lecture ‘Mind-Reading: Neuroscience and  
The Law’ - The Hon. Mrs Justice Cheema-Grubb – The 
Old Bailey (for booking- see here) 

Mon 9 Dec 6.30pm   Red Lion Lectures followed by Christmas Drinks: 
‘STAYIN’ ALIVE?’ (The Prognosis for Abuse of Process) 
DY & David Corker, Partner at Corker Binning – Kings 
College 

Tue 10 Dec     5.15pm              GMC meeting  

Tue 17 Dec      6.30pm  J5 Lecture Series ’Give a little more law this Christmas:  
A J5 Review of the Legal Year (TD & FAR) – Chambers   

Wed 18 Dec  6.30pm  Members Christmas drinks to be held in Chambers 

  
 
 
 
Tony Shaw QC and Gillian Jones QC.  
 

https://www.criminalbar.com/events/the-kalisher-lecture-3/

