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Dear Colleague, 

When I first proposed to my fellow members of Red Lion Chambers an 
11-lecture programme on topics of interest to criminal and regulatory 
practitioners, we had no inkling of just how much interest it would 
generate. The response has been beyond our expectations. More than 
1000 places have already been reserved for the forthcoming events 
in the series up until December of this year. It has demonstrated the 
overwhelming appetite that exists amongst our fellow practitioners for a 
coherent programme of regular updates on the most topical questions 
of the day (coupled, it seems, with an eagerness, after the day’s work is 
done, to share a convivial glass with fellow toilers in the vineyard!). 

The chosen format of the series, with talks jointly presented by senior 
members of these chambers together with guest speakers from some 
of London’s top criminal firms, is merely a reflection of how  
litigation undertaken in this area of practice necessarily involves the 
two branches of our profession working in close partnership. 

The programme is now well underway. In February 2019, we held the 
opening lecture on HMRC Investigations and in early April 2019 the 
focus turns to Unexplained Wealth Orders. This leaflet contains details 
of the next two lectures in the series on Private Prosecutions  
(30 April 2019) and the Serious Fraud Office (28 May 2019). Later 
events will turn to Search Warrants (25 June 2019), a Review of the 
Year (16 July 2019), Prosecution Disclosure (early September 2019),  
Anti-Money Laundering (late September 2019), Environmental 
Prosecutions (October 2019), FCA Prosecutions and Enforcement 
(November 2019) and Abuse of Process (December 2019).    

I feel privileged to have been invited to moderate each of these 
events, introducing our distinguished speakers and chairing the 
Question and Answer sessions. Certainly, if the Q&A which concluded 
our opening lecture is anything to go by, we can look forward to a 
number of spirited, informative and entertaining discussions! We at 
Red Lion Chambers very much hope that you will be able to join us.

With best wishes, 

DAVID WALBANK QC
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It will also address the reasons why a  
criminal prosecution may be preferable to 
civil proceedings (the arguments in favour, 
the pitfalls and the alternatives) and  
consider each of the following:
 

• If a company has budgetary constraints  
 but discovers a large fraud or counterfeit  
 problem, prosecutions are typically  
 cheaper and quicker than civil litigation.

• Prosecutions are a good deterrent due to  
 the powers and sanctions of the criminal  
 court– including confiscation, the threat  
 of a custodial sentence and a criminal  
 record. A conviction can also affect an  
 individual’s ability to be a company  
 director and to win contracts in the EU  
 with Government agencies.

• Prosecution results can be publicised  
 very easily and are easier to understand.

• In certain criminal prosecutions it’s  
 possible to apply for legal and  
 investigative costs from central  
 government funds. This may mean that  
 criminal litigation might make  
 commercial sense despite the financial  
 worth of the defendant.

• Where a defendant has been  
 convicted of a criminal offence and  
 benefited financially from their crime,  
 it’s possible to ask the court to make a  

 confiscation order in addition to a  
 compensation order. A confiscation  
 order is enforced by the court. Where  
 a company has financially suffered as  
 a result of the crime, it is possible for the  
 company to be compensated for this  
 loss.

• Private prosecutions are often used to  
 tackle economic or large-scale crime  
 that have not been understood or  
 prioritised by traditional law  
 enforcement agencies.

• Fraud prosecutions can be used in a  
 broad array of situations – for example,  
 any intended false representation made  
 by an individual or company, in order to  
 cause a loss to someone or gain a  
 financial advantage, is prosecutable.

• With a private prosecution, the client  
 controls the speed of the investigation  
 and prosecution, rather than relying  
 upon the police or CPS.

The lecture will also include a practical 
guide as to how a private prosecution is 
brought (from the initial stages, through 
an investigation to charge and the steps 
required to bring a case to court,  
consideration of the disclosure position 
and a discussion of when civil and criminal 
law can be used in tandem. 

Tuesday 30th April 2019 at 6:30pm 

“KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON (PRIVATELY) PROSECUTING!”  
The Law and Practice of Private Prosecutions

by Gillian Jones QC of Red Lion Chambers and Andrew Marshall,  
Partner at Edmonds Marshall McMahon 

PRIVATE PROSECUTIONS 

This lecture will begin with an overview of what private prosecutions are and  
the types of individuals and organisations who may consider bringing such a 
case, before going on to explore why they are needed and the types of cases 
that have successfully been brought as private prosecutions. 

GILLIAN JONES QC
Red Lion Chambers

Cited as a Leading Silk in 2019 in financial crime, business and regulatory 
crime, Proceeds of Crime Act and Asset Forfeiture, as well as General 
Crime by Legal 500, Chambers UK and Who’s Who Legal. 

Gillian has a high-profile practice with a specialisation in financial and 
corporate crime – many of her cases are well-known with a global reach. 

Gillian also advises companies on compliance issues, internal  
investigations, and strategically following commencement of  
investigations by the SFO, FCA and other regulatory bodies. 

“An assiduous and quick-thinking, formidable silk … able to navigate the most 
complex cases and get to the heart of a matter almost instantly”  
– Chambers UK (2019)

“She has an incisive legal mind which enables her to cut rapidly to the  
crux of the issues in the most complex cases” – Legal 500 (2019)
    

ANDREW MARSHALL
Edmonds Marshall McMahon and Red Lion Chambers

Andrew was a co-founder of Edmonds Marshall McMahon - a City  
boutique firm with unrivalled experience of conducting private  
prosecutions. He is a barrister and was formerly Standing Counsel to the 
Attorney General.

He is consistently recommended in the directories: ’technically excellent 
and innovative and a very able and extremely intelligent advocate’,  
‘impeccable judgement’; ‘extensive experience of prosecuting high-value  
matters’ ‘expert on document-heavy cases involving complex technical  
evidence’ (Chambers and Partners)  and ‘extremely bright, hard-working  
and tactically astute’ (Legal 500).

At Edmonds Marshall McMahon, Andrew’s work has included: conducting 
the UK’s largest corporate private prosecution, R (Das UK Holdings) v Paul 
Asplin & Others, to its successful conclusion; the complex Patel private 
prosecution re a forged will; multi-million pound Chancery action re 
account of profits arising from breach of fiduciary duty.

SPEAKER PROFILES 

https://www.emmlegal.com/fraud-prosecution/private-prosecutions/
https://www.emmlegal.com/fraud-prosecution/
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The Serious Fraud Office in recent years 
has had something of a reputational  
problem. Losses in high profile cases 
involving Libor, Tesco, Barclays,  
Tchenguiz; investigations dropped against 
Rolls Royce, GlaxoSmithKline, BAE; 
attempts to restrict the use of litigation 
privilege by companies defeated. 

Is it any wonder that the Government has 
turned to the US for inspiration to help 
solve the growing problem of how to  
prosecute successfully national and  
international fraud; and turned to  
American lawyers and methods to turn  
the SFO into a more efficient,  
results-driven organisation? 

With new Director, Lisa Osofsky, having 
completed her first six months in post, 
in which many bold decisions have been 
made, now is a good time to look at the 
direction that the SFO is taking under her 
leadership, to examine the increasing use 
over recent years of US-style methods 
to prosecute white collar fraud, the tools 

available for use, and to consider the 
future of Deferred Prosecution  
Agreements, plea bargaining, global  
settlements, asset recovery and  
Unexplained Wealth Orders. 

The lecture will fuel the debate about the 
approach that companies need to take in 
relation to governance and compliance, 
cooperation with regulatory and  
investigatory authorities, and, so that 
individuals are not ‘thrown under the bus’, 
lawful protection of their employees.

It will further bring focus and insight to the 
defending of individuals who have been 
‘thrown under the bus’ and the  
difficulties the  SFO face with disclosure in 
such cases and it will involve some  
discussion as to whether Deferred  
Prosecution Agreements are inherently 
conflicted and unsustainable. Recent 
insight into characteristics identified as 
examples of the SFO working with the  
FCA and NCA will also be discussed. 

Tuesday 28th May 2019 at 6:30pm 

“UNCLE SAM’S BACKYARD?”    
The SFO and the Quiet Americanization of English Justice

by Ed Vickers QC of Red Lion Chambers and Daniel Cundy, Partner at Blackfords 

SERIOUS FRAUD OFFICE  

This lecture will survey the landscape of serious fraud prosecutions in the UK 
and consider the increasing adoption of US methods of law enforcement to 
tackle corporate crime. 

ED VICKERS QC
Red Lion Chambers

Ed Vickers QC is a leading criminal barrister instructed in the most serious 
criminal cases at Crown Court and Appellate level. He took silk after  
successfully defending in the UK’s first FGM trial. He is regularly  
instructed in cases involving complex white collar crime as well as  
defending in homicide cases. 

Ed has appeared in a wide range of high-profile cases reported in the 
media, including fraud and money-laundering involving EU funds,  
corruption, Money Service Bureaux and Hawala banking, and fraud  
involving national charities. In addition to his defence work, Ed has  
prosecuted fraud and money laundering for HMRC and the CPS  
Specialist Fraud Division and large-scale fraudulent trading for the  
Insolvency Service. 

Ed is also instructed in Tax Tribunal cases. Ed is a member of the Bar 
Council’s Ethics Committee and is Treasurer of the Kalisher Trust, a charity 
which encourages a more diverse profession by supporting students from 
non-traditional backgrounds to pursue a career at the Bar.  
    

DANIEL CUNDY
Partner at Blackfords 

According to Chambers & Partners, Daniel is “A brilliant fraud lawyer, who 
has unrivalled knowledge of procedure”.

He has a wealth of experience specialising in white collar criminal defence; 
advising company directors, officers and private individuals and  
representing those facing investigations, and those defending large and 
complex cases, which include allegations of VAT, duty, corporate tax and 
personal tax evasion, corruption, bribery and breaches of sanctions;  
pensions, property, mortgage and insurance fraud allegations and  
money-laundering, brought by all large prosecuting bodies, including  
the SFO, NCA, HMRC, FCA, ICO and the police. He provides strategy  
consultancy in criminal law related matters and is regularly instructed in 
very large and often multi-jurisdictional cases.

Daniel regularly provides discreet advice and assistance to national  
organisations and, with other partners of the firm, advises and assists in 
relation to regulatory matters involving the Electoral Commission.

    

SPEAKER PROFILES 



ATTENDANCE AT THE RED LION LECTURES 2019 
WILL BE FREE OF CHARGE BUT BY PRIOR  
RESERVATION AND TICKET ONLY

In order to reserve your place at the next lectures on  
Private Prosecutions on 30th April 2019 and on the  
Serious Fraud Office on 28th May 2019, or at any of the 
subsequent event in the series, you can either:

Telephone the clerks on: 
0207 520 6000

Send an email to: 
clerks@18rlc.co.uk

Order your ticket(s) online by logging onto the  
‘News, Resources and Events’ tab on the  
Red Lion Chambers website at:  
www.redlionchambers.co.uk

HOW TO 
RESERVE
YOUR PLACE 
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